FIVE KEY MISSIO-PNEUMATOLOGICAL THEMES
IN ACTS INTRODUCED IN 1:1-11:

for Global Mission

1. The Kingdom of God (vv.3, 6)
2. The Global Mission of the Church (v.8)
3. The Necessity of Pneumatic Empowering (v.8)
4. The Role of the Holy Spirit in Superintending the
Harvest (v.2)

Seven Key Outpourings of the Holy Spirit in Acts:

5. The Eschatological Urgency of the Missionary Task
(v.11)

Acts 1:8

Acts 1:1: “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began
to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while
staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now."
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, will you at this
time restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.’
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up,
and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, ‘Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.’” (ESV)

Moves of the Spirit Launching the Church into New Mission
Missionary Tour

First Missionary Tour

Reference

Move of the Spirit Launching the New Mission

Acts 13:3—14:25

Acts 13:2: “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which I have called them."

Second Missionary Tour Acts 15:36—18:22

Third Missionary Tour

Acts 18:23—21:15

Act 16:7-10: “When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried
to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them
to… During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia
standing and begging him, ‘Come over and help us.’”
Acts 19:1-6: 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

The New Testament Strategy of the Spirit (Acts 19:1-10)
Of the missionary (Acts 9:17)
► Pillar 1: Empowering
Of the Church (Acts 19:6)
Proclamation (Acts 19:8)
► Pillar 2: Witness
Demonstration (Acts 19:11)
Training (Acts 19:9)
► Pillar 3: Mobilization
Sending (Acts 19:10)

The Interpretive Key:
“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part
of the earth.” (Acts 1:8, NASB20)

Time Line ►
Outline ►

Pentecost: The First
Jerusalem Outpouring (2:1-4)

The Samaritan Outpouring (8:14-17)
The Damascene Outpouring (9:17-18)
The Caesarean Outpouring
(10:44-46)

Introductory (Acts 1:1-11)

AD 31
Jewish Mission (Acts 1:12—8:1a)

AD 32

The Ephesian Outpouring
(19:1-6)

Geographical Progression of the Seven Key Outpourings
Jewish Mission (1:12—8:1a)
Transitional Period (8:1b—12:25)
Gentile Mission (13:1-28:31)

The Second Jerusalem
Outpouring (4:31)

AD 28

The Antiochian Outpouring (13:1-4)

~ Temple of Diana, Ephesus ~

AD 53

AD 45

AD 34

AD 62

Gentile Mission (Acts 13:1—28:31)

Transitional Period (Acts 8:1:b—12:25)
Paul’s First Missionary Tour (13:3-14:25)

Paul’s Second Missionary Tour (15:36-18:22)

End of Acts
Paul’s Third Missionary Tour (18:23-21:15)

To Rome
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Interpreting Acts
Why Study Acts?
 It serves as a bridge between gospels and Epistles.
 It provides a model for what the church should look like today.
 It gives a divinely inspired strategy for missionary outreach.
Background
 Acts was written by Luke the companion of Paul.
 The book was written around A.D. 65 (about 37 years after Pentecost).
 It was possibly written from Rome.
Audience and Occasion for Writing
 Acts was addressed to Theophilus but intended for a wider audience.
 It was written to a second generation of Christians living remotely from
Jerusalem.
 Its recipients were likely undergoing persecution.
 There seems to be a waning missionary vision among them.
 There was likely a de-emphasis of Pentecostal experience.
Authorial Intent Purpose of Acts
 To reveal the beginnings and spread of the church.
 To call the church back to its Pentecostal and missionary roots.
 To provide a lasting strategy to fulfilling Christ’s commission to be His
witnesses at home and to the ends of the earth.
 To teach about the empowering work of the Holy Spirit.
Interpreting Biblical Narrative
 The literary genre of Acts is historical narrative.
 Luke wrote Acts from at least three perspectives:
— As a divinely-inspired historian, he wrote to teach history.
— As a divinely-inspired theologian, he wrote to teach theology.
— As a divinely-inspired missiologist, he wrote to advance God’s
mission.

Superintendent of the Harvest (6 examples of the Holy Spirit directing the
mission in Acts):

1. Jesus gives “instructions through the Holy Spirit” (1:2).
2. The Spirit sends Philip to Gaza (8:26-29).
2. The Spirit orchestrates the Caesarean Outpouring (10:3-20; 11:12).
3. The Spirit launches the Gentile Mission (13:1-4).
4. The Spirit directs the Jerusalem Council (15:28).
5. The Spirit directs Paul’s missionary team into Europe (16:6-10).
6. The Spirit compelled Paul to go to Jerusalem (20:22).

Introductory (1:1-1:11)
Narrative Bridge
 Acts 1:1-11 is Luke’s introduction to his narrative.
 It parallels Luke 24:44-53.
 This overlapping narratively ties the two books (Luke-Acts) together.
Key Themes (In this introductory section, Luke skillfully introduces
five key themes that will be developed throughout Acts:)
1. The Kingdom of God (vv.3, 6)
2. The Global Mission of the Church (v.8)
3. The Necessity of the Spirit’s Empowering (vv.4-5, 8)
4. The Role of the Spirit in Superintending the Harvest (v.2)
5. The Eschatological Urgency of the Missionary Task (v.11)
The Interpretative Key (Acts 1:8 has two parts:)
 Part 1 reveals Luke’s empowerment-witness motif (i.e. Every
outpouring of the Spirit in Acts results in Spirit-empowered missional
witness.) Of the two parts, this part is the more important.
 Part 2 provides an outline (or “table of contents”) for the narrative.
Outline of Acts (Act 1:8)
 Introductory (1:1-11)
 The Jewish Mission (1:12-8:1a)
 The Transitional Period (8:1b-12:25)
 The Gentile Mission (13:1-28:31)
Seven Key Outpourings (Luke structures Acts around seven “key
outpourings” of the Spirit which shape his narrative:)
1. Pentecost: The First Jerusalem Outpouring (2:1-4)
2. The Second Jerusalem Outpouring (4:31)
3. The Samaritan Outpouring (8:14-17)
4. The Damascene Outpouring (9:15-19)
5. The Caesarean Outpouring (10:44-48)
6. The Antiochian “Outpouring” (13:1-4)
7. The Ephesian Outpouring (19:1-7)

The Divine Enabler (4 ways the Holy Spirit Enables the Mission in Acts):
1. The Holy Spirit inspires the mission (11:12; 13:2).
2. The Holy Spirit empowers the mission (1:8):
— He empowers proclamation (2:14-41, 4:8; 5:32; 18:25).
— He gives boldness and insight (4:31-33; 14:9).
— He performs signs and wonders (2:43; 5:12; 15:12).
3. The Holy Spirit directs the mission (8:26-29; 16:6-10).
4. The Holy Spirit comforts and encourages workers in the mission
(7:55-56;18:9).

The Jewish Mission (1:12-8:1a)

The Transitional Period (8:1b-12:25)

Pentecost: First Jerusalem Outpouring (2:1-47)

The Samaritan Outpouring (8:14-17)

What Happened?
 The Spirit is poured out (2:1-3).
 The disciples are filled and empowered speak prophetically (v.4).
 It is both an epochal-universal and a local-vocational outpouring.
 It is the first fulfillment of Acts 1:8.

What Happened?
 The church is scattered (8:1-4).
 Philip, a Spirit-empowered “deacon,” goes to Samaria and
preaches the gospel with power (vv.4-5, 12).
 Many Samaritans are saved, healed, and delivered (6-8).
 The apostles send Peter and John to pray with them to receive
the Spirit (vv.14-16).
 The Spirit is poured out on the Samaritans (vv.17).

What Resulted?
 A remarkable inner change in the disciples resulting in boldness
 Spirit-empowered witness, including Spirit-inspired speech...
—-In Gentile tongues (vv.4-11)
—-In the common language (vv.14-40)
 Three thousand are saved and baptized (v.41).
 A prophetic community is formed (vv.42-47).
 Ongoing Spirit-empowered witness occurs (chapter 3).
So What?
 First demonstration of Luke’s empowerment-witness motif (1:8)
 A pattern to be followed until Jesus returns (1:11; 3:20-21)
 Every church needs an outpouring of the Spirit.

Second Jerusalem Outpouring (Acts 4:31-33)
What Happened?
 This event occurred soon after Pentecost.
 In response to persecution, the church prayed (4:1-30).
 God again poured out His Spirit (v.31).
What Resulted?
 The disciples are again “filled with the Holy Spirit” (v.31).
 This again results in Spirit-empowered witness (vv.31, 33).
 A prophetic community develops (vv.32, 34-35).
 Signs and wonders occur (5:12-16).
 Ongoing and expanded witness in Jerusalem takes place.
 The church is prepared for its upcoming witness in Judea,
Samaria, and beyond.
So What?
 Here is a second clear demonstration of Luke’s empowermentwitness motif (Acts 1:8).
 Every disciple needs repeated fillings of the Spirit.
 To remain effective, every church must experience repeated
outpourings of the Spirit.

What Resulted?
 The Spirit is received with a recognizable sign (v.18-19).
 A witnessing community is formed (Acts 9:31).
 Peter and John experience “reciprocal blessing” (v.25).
 The new church in Samaria is equipped for further outreach in
Samaria and beyond.
 The Spirit begins readying the church for the coming Gentile
mission.
So What?
 A third example of Luke’s empowerment-witness motif (Acts 1:8)
 We must ensure that every new church quickly becomes a Spiritempowered witnessing community.

The Transitional Period (8:1b-12:25)
The Caesarian Outpouring (10:44-46)

The Antiochian “Outpouring” (13:1-4)

What Happened?
 The Spirit orchestrates an “divine appointment” between Cornelius
and Peter (v.1-33).
 Peter proclaims Christ to the household of Cornelius (vv.34-43).
 Peter’s message highlights Spirit-empowered witness.
 God pours out the Spirit on the Gentiles (v.44-46).

What Happened?
 A powerful move of the Spirit occurs in the Church in Antioch.
 The move of the Spirit results in a prophetic utterance.
 Presupposes previous outpourings of the Spirit (cf. Acts 11:21:
“The hand of the Lord” = The working of the Holy Spirit.)

What Resulted?
 Immediate Spirit-inspired witness in tongues and in the
common language (v.46)
 The newly empowered Gentile church is prepared for witness.
 A witness is sent back to the Jerusalem church that Gentiles can
become full participants in God’s mission (11:1-18).
So What?
 We must ensure that new converts are empowered by the Spirit
and mobilized as witnesses.
 The way is opened for the Gentiles’ full inclusion in the church of
God and their full participation in the mission of God.
 A fifth example of Luke’s empowerment- witness motif (Acts 1:8).

The Damascene Outpouring (9:17-19)
What Happened?
 Saul encounters the risen Christ (vv.1-7).
 Saul is saved, healed, commissioned, and baptized (vv.15-18).
 Saul is subsequently “filled with the Holy Spirit” (v.17).

What Resulted?
 The Spirit launches the Gentile Mission.
 Barnabas and Saul are “sent on their way by the Holy Spirit” and
by the church as directed by the Holy Spirit (13:3-4).
 They minister in the Spirit’s power on Cyprus (13:9-12) and in
Southern Galatia (13:13-52, note v. 52).
So What?
 A sixth clear example of Luke’s empowerment-witness motif
 Churches must be prayerful, committed to God’s mission, and
open to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

The Ephesian Outpouring (19:1-7)
What Happened?
 This outpouring occurred about 25 years after Pentecost.
 Ephesus represents those who are “far off” (Acts 2:39).
 THE EPHESIAN OUTPOURING (19:1-7)
— Paul finds twelve disciples and asks them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?” (v.2)
— He is inquiring into their readiness to participate in the mission.
— The Holy Spirit “came upon” the twelve and they “spoke in
tongues and prophesied” (v.6).
What Resulted?
● THE EPHESIAN CAMPAIGN (vv.8-10ff)
 The 12 men’s reception of the Spirit resulted in Immediate Spiritinspired witness in tongues and in the vernacular.
— Both tongues and prophecy are presented as Spiritempowered proclamation as on the Day of Pentecost.
— Paul proclaimed the “kingdom of God” in the synagogues.
— Paul reasoned daily in the School of Tyranus.
— The apostle was mobilizing the church to reach Asia.
 Illustrates the “New Testament Strategy of the Spirit”

What Resulted?
 Immediate results: Saul “at once he began to preach in the
synagogues” in Damascus (vv.20-22).
 Intermediate results: Saul goes to Jerusalem and “speaks boldly
In the name of the Lord” (v.28).
 Long-term results: Paul fulfills his mission to the Gentiles in the
power of the Holy Spirit (chapters 13-28) .
So What?
 Another clear example of Luke’s empowerment-witness motif
 It is significant when only one person is empowered by the Spirit.

The Gentile Mission (13:1-28:31)

Paul preaching

So What?
 Like Paul, the church today should employ Jesus’ “Strategy of
the Spirit.” (See next panel.)

The New Testament “Strategy of the Spirit”

Empowering
Witness

Mobilization

Based on the Author’s Book

Of the Missionary
Of the of the Church
Proclamation
Demonstration
Training
Sending

In Ephesus Paul was following the Strategy of Jesus
Paul’s Missionary Strategy in Ephesus (Act 19:1-11)
 Empowering:
— Of the missionary: Paul entered Ephesus full of the Spirit.
— Of the church: Paul ensured that the church was empowered
by the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1-7).
 Witness:
— Proclamation: Paul “entered the synagogue and spoke...
persuasively about the kingdom of God” (v.8).
— Demonstration: He demonstrated the Spirit’s power (v.11).
 Mobilization:
— Training: He trained workers in the School of Tyranus (v.9).
— Sending: He sent Spirit-empowered workers out to plant
churches throughout Asia (implied in v.10).
— He reached “all the residents of Asia” in two years (v.10)
Jesus’ Missionary Strategy
 Empowering:
— Jesus was empowered by the Spirit (Luke 3:21-22; 4:14,
16-19; Acts 10:38).
— He ensured that the church He planted was Spirit-empowered
by the Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5, 8).
 Witness:
— Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom (Mark 1:15).
— He demonstrated the power of the kingdom (Matt. 12:28).
 Mobilization
— Jesus trained workers (Mark 3:13-14).
— He sent them out to do as He had done (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke
9:1-6; John 20:21-22; Acts 1:8).
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