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Pentecostal Distinctives, part 2 of 2—

The Holy Spirit and You
(The first part of this article
discussed three key principles
about the baptism in the Holy
Spirit and listed the first four of
seven truths about the Holy Spirit
that children need to know. Those
seven truths continue below.)

ing in tongues. Speaking in
unknown tongues is not a sign
that a Christian has “arrived” in
his Christian walk. It is instead
the sign of a beginning, the
beginning of God the Holy Spirit
dwelling inside as a teacher,
counselor, and comforter.

The baptism in the Holy
Spirit will not be scary,
even though it is different
from anything else.

5

The idea of speaking in
unlearned languages as the Holy
Spirit fills him can be hard for a
child to understand. Help him
realize that the Holy Spirit loves
people. He will not force them to
do anything—including speaking
in a language they have not
learned.
The baptism in the Holy Spirit
is a wonderful experience to be
desired, not one to make a child
feel frightened or uncomfortable.
Help the children understand that
if they want the Holy Spirit to fill
them, the Holy Spirit will give
them the ability to speak in an
unknown language as He fills
them.

6

The baptism in the Holy
Spirit is the beginning of
an ongoing relationship.

Emphasize the ongoing nature
of the Spirit-filled life. Help children avoid the trap of seeking
only the initial evidence of speak-

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit

tongues and interpretation. These
are special, useful gifts, but the
Holy Spirit has other gifts, such
as the gifts of knowledge, discerning of spirits, healing, and
other gifts that are valuable to
accomplish God’s work.
Also help the children realize
that people who are used in the
gifts of the Spirit are not any
more special than any other
Christian. They are just willing to
be used by God to help His
Church. The people who are used
in the gifts do not own or control
those gifts. They are just obeying
as God the Holy Spirit gives them
each gift. And God wants to give
each Christian gifts to help His
Church.

Teaching by Example

The gifts of the Holy Spirit
are for today.

7 The gifts of the Holy Spirit

can be hard for children to understand. As they see the gifts of the
Spirit in operation in your church,
they may have questions. Answer
those questions. Be prepared to
talk to your pastor if you need
help.
Stress to the children that the
gifts of the Holy Spirit are not just

Students learn best through
example. It is important to teach
about the Holy Spirit. However, it
is more important that the children see the Holy Spirit at work
in your life. Here are three keys to
teaching by example:

1

As a Pentecostal teacher,
you must be Spirit-filled.

In the business world, it is
said that the best advertisement
is a satisfied customer. If you are
Spirit-filled and walking in the
Spirit in your daily life, you are the
best “commercial” the children will
see for the desirability of being
Spirit-filled.

You must model the Spiritfilled life.

2 Both the fruit and the gifts

must be present in your life. You
can exhibit the fruits of love, joy,
patience, gentleness, etc., in your
classroom. You can also let the
children hear you worship and
praise God, both in your own language and in tongues. You can let
them see a boldness and excitement for God in your actions.
Children are looking for examples
of Christian living. You can give

them an example of a Spirit-filled
Christian life.

You must provide
opportunities.

3 As the Spirit leads, you can
give opportunity for the children
to seek and accept the baptism in
the Holy Spirit. You can also
encourage your students to
attend other church events where
they may receive the baptism in
the Holy Spirit—revival services,
church summer camps, and regularly scheduled worship services.

I

t has been said that the demise
of the Pentecostal Church is as
close as one generation. If the
children of today are not personally Spirit-filled, they are not truly
Pentecostal. They will not know
the wonderful privilege of having
God the Holy Spirit live within
them as their Guide, Comforter,
and Teacher. That would be a
loss—both to them and to the
world that needs Spirit-filled
believers as salt and light.

Questions For Further Study—
1.

In what ways do you (or should you) model the gifts of the Spirit in the classroom?

2.

List some ways you can encourage your children to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
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