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INTRODUCTION

he gory istold of the mother who was watching a parade of

soldiers returning from the war. As the column of soldiers
moved by, she saw her son, Johnny, marching proudly with the
rest. As he grinned and waved at her, it was painfully obvious
that he was out of gep with the rest of the soldiers. When
everyone else’s right foot went forward, Johnny’s went
backward. When theirs went backward, his went forward.
“Would you look at that,” the mother exclaimed, “ Everyoneis
out of step except my Johnny!”

Thestory of Johnny isaparable of many modern Chrigtians.
They are out of step, not only with other Chrigtians, but with the
Spirit of God. Johnwrote, “ He who hasan ear, | et him hear what
the Spirit saysto the churches’ (Rev. 2:11). Paul admonished,
“Keep in gep with the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25). This book will
discuss how a believer in Christ may live alife in sep with the
Spirit of God—onethat islived under the Spirit’ s guidance and
control.

It ismy sincere desre that, asaresult of reading thisbook,
you will enter into a new and deeper relationship with God the
Holy Spirit. Pentecostal scholar Stanley Horton wrote,

Being born again is not an end in itself. It is only the first step
toward living in the Spirit. To the woman at the well Jesus
presented himself as the Giver of water that will become in a
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person a well of water springing up into everlasting life (John
4:10, 14). Thus, He goes beyond the promise of a new birth to
the promise of alife in the Spirit, bringing not a few drops of
water merely, but a spring or artesian well continually flowing
because it comes from a higher source.?

This book is meant to be more than jugt an intellectual
exercise. It has been desgned as a handbook for a spiritually
dynamic life. To receive maximum benefit fromthisstudy, itis
essential that the reader, once he has encountered a new living
truth in these pages, immediately begin to apply that new truth
his own spiritual life. It will do little good, for example, if he
learns about the baptism in the Holy Spirit and yet fails to be
baptized in the Spirit himself. Life in the Spirit isnot athing to
be read about and then forgotten; it is rather a life to be
experienced and lived daily.

The reader should also note that thisbook isdesigned in a
special way. The lessons are designed o that they can be used
as sermon or teaching outlines. The reader isencouraged to use
the lessons in his own preaching and teaching ministry. For
example, one chapter could serve as one lesson, or it could be
divided and made into two or more lessons. Take, for instance,
Chapter 9, “ Overcoming Temptation Through the Power of the
Spirit.” Theentire chapter could serve asonelesson, or it can be
divided into two complementary lessons, with the first lesson
based on the firg main point, entitled, “ Understanding Our

! Horton, What the Bible Says About the Holy Spirit,
(Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1976), 115.
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Temptations’ and the second lesson, based on the second main
point, entitled “ Triumphing Over Temptation.”

It ismy hope that you will not only sudy these lessonsand
apply them to your own life, but that you will preach and teach
them to others.

Denzil R. Miller






- CHAPTER 1 -

MEET YOUR

REMARKABLE FRIEND

an two walk together except they be agreed?’ So asked the
ancient prophet. What istrue in the natural realmisalsotrue
in the spiritual. Before one can live in sep with the Spirit, he or
she must firgt be in agreement with the Spirit. And, before one
can be in agreement with the Spirit, he mug first come to know
the Spirit of God.
The Bible speaks of the “fellowship of the Holy Spirit” (2
Cor. 13:14). Thisisthe blessed privilege of every believer. The
Holy Spirit wants to be more to us than just a “ doctrine which
we believe” or a“tool which we use” to do the work of God. He
wants to be our personal Friend and Guide. For thisto be, we
must learn to live our livesin step with the Spirit. And, in order
to live in step with the Spirit, it isessential that we have a clear
underganding of just who the Holy Spirit is. In this chapter we
will meet our Remarkable Friend—the Spirit of God. We will
answer the important quegtion, “Who isthe Holy Spirit?’
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THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is God

Some conceive the Holy Spirit to be some mysterious
power, such as gravity or electricity—or even witchcraft. The
Holy Spirit, however, isnot such an impersonal force. Heis, in
fact, God. One writer described the Holy Spirit as “God in
action.” Throughout Scripturethe Holy Spiritisseen performing
the works of God.

The Third Person of the Trinity

Sometimes theologians refer to Holy Spirit as the third
Person of the Trinity. But what exactly does this mean? In the
Bible God isreveaed as being a trinity, or tri-unity, of being.
This meansthat, although God is onein Hisdivine essence, He
isthree in person. He is God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit.

Some passages in the Bible speak of God as being one.
Deuteronomy 6:4 declares, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God
isone.” Many other passages describe the essential unity of
God.! And yet, other passages speak of God as being three
persons. Paul blessed the Corinthian believers by saying, “May
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).
Jesus commanded us to baptize new believers “in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of theHoly Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).

! For example see Deut. 4:35, 39; 1 Kings 8:60; Isa. 45:5- 6;
Mark 12:29-32, John 17:3; 1 Cor. 8:4-6; 1 Tim. 2:5.
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These aretwo of the many referencesto the Trinity of God inthe
Bible.

S0, jugt asthe Heavenly Father is God; and Jesus, the Son,
isGod; the Holy Spirit isalso God. When we speak of the power
of the Holy Spirit we are talking about the power of God. When
we talk about the voice of the Holy Spirit we are talking about
the voice of God. In fact, anytime we speak about the Holy
Spirit we are speaking of God.

All the Attributes of Deity

As God, the Holy Spirit possesses all the attributes, or
gualities, of deity. Let'slook at four of these divine attributes:

1. Heis eternal. As God, the Holy Spirit is eternal. The
writer of Hebrews calls Him the “ eternal Spirit” (9:14). Being
eternal, He has no beginning and no end. He has always been,
and He will always be.

2. Heisomnipresent. The Holy Spirit isalso omnipresent.
This means that, as God, He is present everywhere at once.
Thereisno placein all of the universe where the Holy Spirit is
not! King David once prayed to God, “ Where can | go fromyour
Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence? If 1 go up to the
heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are
there” (Ps. 139:7-8).

3. He is omnipotent. Being God, the Holy Spirit is also
omnipotent, having all power. The angel announced to

2 See Gen. 1:1, 26, 11:7; Isa. 48:16; John 14:26; Acts 10:38;
Eph. 3:14-16; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 1:2, 3:18, 1 John 3:23-24, Jude 20-21,
and Rev. 1:4-5).
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Elizabeth, “ Nothing istoo hard for the Lord” (Luke 1:37). Just
think of it: when we arefilled with the Holy Spirit, we are filled
with all of the power of God. Anything that God asks usto do,
we can accomplish through His power (1 John 4:4).

4. Heisomniscient. TheHoly Spirit i sal so omni scient, that
is, al knowing. Paul stated that “the Spirit searchesall things,
even the deep things of God” (1 Cor. 2:10). Because He is
omniscient, the Holy Spirit is never taken by surprise. Aswe
walk in the Spirit, He will reveal to us the things we need to
know to do the will of God.

THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit isa Person

Having established thefact that the Holy SpiritisGod, let’s
now talk about the fact that He is a person. Some people have no
problem conceiving God the Father as a person, and they have
no problem conceiving Jesus as a person, but they struggle in
conceiving the Holy Spirit asa person. Thiscould be because of
His name, the Holy Spirit, sounds like a thing rather than a
person.

Paul referred to the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit Himself”
(Rom. 8:16, 26)® Notice that Paul did not call the Holy Spirit,
“the Spirit itself,” because Heisnot athing, but adivine person.
It isalwayswrong to call the Holy Spirit it. We should always
refer to the Spirit asHe or Him.

% The King James Version wrongly translates this phrase as
“the Spirit itself.” Other translations correct this error.

8
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Like Father, Like Son, Like Spirit

We mugt never forget that just as God the Father isa
person, and God the Son isa person, God the Holy Spirit isalso
aperson. Do not become confused when you hear the Holy Spirit
referred to asa person. This does not mean that He is a human
being—a physical being like you or me. When we say that the
Holy Spirit isa person we are not saying that he isa man or that
He has a human body. When we say that Heisa person, we are
saying that He has a mind and a personality.

Undergtanding two theol ogical wordswill help usto better
grasp this concept. The first word is corporeality. This word
means having a body. The other word is personality, which
means being a person. When we say that the Holy Spiritisa
person, we do not mean that He has cor por eality—a body. What
we mean is that he has a mind, emotions, and will, the traits of
personality.

Ligted below are several scriptural referenceswhich speak
of the personal attributes and activities of the Holy Spirit:

e Hehasamind (Rom. 8:27).

¢ Hehasawill (1 Cor. 12:11).

« Heleads(Gal. 5:18).

e Heteaches (John 14:26).

e He convicts (John 16:8).

e Heguides(John 16:13).

*  He drengthens and encourages (Acts 9:31).

e Hehelpsbelieversin their weaknesses (Rom. 8:26).
e Heintercedesfor believers (Rom. 8:26).

¢ Hetedifies(Rom. 8:16).
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e Heredrains (Acts 16:6).

e Hecanbelied to (Acts5:3).

e Hecanberessed (Acts7:51).

e Hecan be blasphemed (Matt. 12:31-32).

e Hecanbevexed and grieved (Isa. 63:10, Eph. 4:30).

NAMES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

We can learn much about our Remarkable Friend by
studying the names He is given in Scripture. Just as Jesus has
many names (i.e., Savior, Lamb of God, the Door, the Way, the
Truth, the Life, Lion of Judah, Prince of Peace, and others), and
each of these names reveal s something about His character and
work, s0 the Holy Spirit has many names, which also reveal
something about His character and work. The Spirit isgiven at
leagt seven major namesin the Bible. Let’ slook briefly at each
of these names and their significance.

The Spirit

The Holy Spirit isoften referred to as smply “the Spirit.”
Oneexampleisfoundin 1 Corinthians 2:10, where Paul tellsus
that “ the Spirit searchesall things, even the deep thingsof God.”
Another example is found in John 3:5, where Jesus talks about
being “born of the Spirit.” When we use the name Spirit, we
remember that He is not limited by a human body. He is all
placesat all times.

10



Meet Your Remarkable Friend

Spirit of God

One of the most common namesfor the Holy Spirit used in
Scripture is “the Spirit of God” (or “the Spirit of the Lord").
Together these two names are used over fifty timesinthe Bible.
The firg instance is found in the opening verses of the Bible,
where it says that “the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters’ (Gen. 1:2). Many other examples can be found in
Scripture.*

When we call the Holy Spirit the Spirit of God, we are
digtinguishing Him from all other spirits. He isthe Spirit who
proceeds from God. He is, aswe have said, God Himself.

Holy Spirit

Possibly the Spirit’s most common name in the Bible is
“the Holy Spirit.” King David prayed to God, “ Do not cast me
from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me” (Ps.
51:11). Jesus commanded us to baptize new believers “in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28:19).°

When we call Him the Holy Spirit we are reminded of His
essential nature: He is holy. This means that He is absolutely
without sin or evil of any kind. InRomans1:4 Heiscalled “the
Spirit of holiness.” He is the one who imparts the holiness of
God into the life of the believer (Rom. 8:13; 15:16).

4 Judg. 6:34; 1 Sam. 10:10, 16:13-14; Ezek. 11:24; Matt.
3:16; Luke 4:18; Acts 8:39; 1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 4:30.

® Other referencesinclude Isa. 63:10-11; Eph. 1:13; 4:30;
and 1 Thess. 4: 8.

11



Meet Your Remarkable Friend

Counselor

In HisUpper Room Discourse, Jesus four timesreferred to
the Holy Spirit as “the Counselor” (John 14:16, 26; 15:26;
16:7). Here Jesus used the Greek word, Parakletos. This word
isvarioudy trandated, “ Comforter,” “Helper,” or “ Advocate.”
Literally, it means one who walks along sde another to help.
Jesus said that the Counselor would come and abide with us
forever. He isthe one who takes the place of Jesus. He will be
everything to usthat Jesuswould be if He were here in person.

Spirit of Christ

The Holy Spirit isaso called “the Spirit of Christ.” Paul
wrote, “ If anyone does not have the Spirit of Chrigt, he does not
belong to Chrig” (Rom. 8:9). Asgtated above, the Holy Spiritis
the one who comesin Christ’ sstead. Asthe Spirit of Chrigt, He
speaksof Christ and revealsHimtotheunbeliever (John 15:26);
He supplies the faith the unbeliever needsto believe in Chrig;
then He the imparts the Chrig-life to all who believe. Finaly,
He isthe One who makes Chrig real in the believer’slife.

Holy Spirit of Promise

Paul reminded the Ephesian believers that they had been
“ sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13, NKJV). He
isthe Holy Spirit who hasbeen promised to God’ s people from
ancient times (Joel 2:28-29). In Luke 24:49 and in Acts 1:4
Jesus referred to the baptism in the Holy Spirit as “the promise
of the Father” (cf. Acts 2:33).

12
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Spirit of Truth

Four timesJesuscalled the Holy Spirit * the Spirit of Truth”
(John 14:16-17; 15, 26; 16:13). In these verses Jesus said that
the Spirit’ s work isto live in us, to testify about Jesus, and to
guide believersinto all truth.

| was once moved very deeply when amissionary colleague
of mine looked me in the eye and said, “Of all my friends |
consider youmy best.” In thischapter we have begun to become
better acquainted with our Remarkable Friend, the Holy Spirit.
We have learned that the He is not an impersonal force but a
living Person. He is God in action, the blessed Third Person of
the Trinity. His desire isto work in our hearts and help usin
every area of our lives. Because the Spirit isa person, He can be
known and experienced.

Aswe continue through this book, we will learn many new
and exciting truthsabout thelifethe Spiritimparts. Wewill gain
powerful insghts into how we may live and walk under the
Spirit’ soversght. Get ready to experience your new life in the

Spirit!

13
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- CHAPTER 2 -

LIFE IN THE SPIRI'T

ITS BENEFITS AND PREREQUISITES

ecently | was vidting with a friend who is a financial

advisor. He wastrying to advise me how to best invest some
of my retirement savings. He wanted meto receive the maximum
return on my invesment. It is the same with God. He wants
every personto receive the maximumreturn on hisinvesment in
life. Thisisone reason Jesus came, to give us “life to the full”
(John 10:10).

In the lagt chapter we were introduced to our Remarkable
Friend, the Holy Spirit. We learned who He is He is God, and
Heisadivine Person. We also learned that we can experience
Him and know Him personally. In this chapter we will learn
about how we can know God more intimately through living in
sep with His Spirit. We will examine the benefits and
prerequisites for such alife in the Spirit. In doing this, we will
seek answersto three important questions: (1) What is meant by

15
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theterm“inthe Spirit?’* (2) What are the benefitsand blessngs
of a life lived in gep with the Spirit? and (3) What are some
prerequisitesfor living such alife in the Spirit?

Learning the answers to these quegtions will help us to
better understand how we may live alife in step with the Spirit
of God.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT DEFINED

Pentecosal and charismatic Chrigtians often make
satements such asthis. “Hewasreally in the Spirit when he was
minigtering today.” Or we may accuse, “ Hewasnot in the Spirit
when he did that!” And yet, thereisa problem. While we make
such gatements, most of us do not clearly understand the true
meaning of the biblical phrase “in the Spirit.”

What, then, does the term actually mean? In the New
Tegament the term, or its companion term, “by the Spirit,” is
used at least twenty-nine timeswhere theword “ Spirit” refersto
the Spirit of God. In these ingtances, the term meansat |east two
things Broadly, it meansto be in relationship with the Spirit. In
amore specific sense, the term meansto be under the influence,
control, or guidance of the Spirit of God. Let's look more
closely at each of these two definitions.

! In this book we will often use the two terms “in the Spirit”
(which is how the NKJV trandlates the last part of Galatians 5:25),
and “in step with the Spirit” (which is how the NIV translates the
same phrase), interchangeably.

16
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In Relationship with the Spirit

To be in the Spirit means to be in relationship with the
Spirit. Paul wrote to the Roman Chrigtians, “But you are not in
the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwellsin
you” (Rom. 8:9). Here the apostle is speaking of arelationship.
He saysthat to be in the Spirit meansto be indwelt by the Holy
Spirit. We come into this spiritual relationship with God when
we are born again by the Spirit of God (John 3:1-7). Inthissense
all Chrigiansare in the Spirit. Other versesal so show that to be
in the Spirit means to be in relationship with the Spirit®

Under the Influence, Control or Guidance of the Spirit

There isa second meaning of the termin the Spirit. Thisis
the meaning that will most often used in thisbook. To be in the
Spirit means, aswe have sated above, to be under theinfluence,
control, or guidance of the Holy Spirit. The phrase is used this
way at least twenty timesin the Bible. Let’s ook more closely
at this definition by dividing it into two parts:

1. Under the influence of the Spirit. When we say that a
person is in the Spirit, we could mean that he is under the
influence or control of the Holy Spirit. Six biblical passages
clearly demongrate this truth:

e Acts 18:5. Paul was under the Spirit’s influence when
he was “compelled by the Spirit and testified to the
Jewsthat Jesusisthe Chrig.”

2 ¢f. Rom. 2:29; Gal. 3:3, and 1 John 3:24.

17
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Acts 20:22. On another occasion, Paul again stated that
he was “ compelled by the Spirit.” Thistime the Spirit
was directing him to go to Jerusalem.

1 Corinthians 14:2. In this verse Paul spoke of
mi nigtering through spiritual gifts. He said, “ For he who
speaksin atongue does not speak to men but to God, for
no one understands him; however, in the spirit [or ‘ by
the Spirit'] he speaks myderies” Here, the apostle
equates being in the Spirit with being under the Spirit’s
influence, as with one speaking in Spirit-inspired
tongues.

Revelation 1:10. In this passage John spoke of being
under the Spirit’ sinfluence when he said, “| wasin the
Spirit on the Lord’ sDay.”

Revelation 4:1-2. John again tegtified about beingin the
Spirit: “ After these things| looked, and behold, a door
standing open in heaven. And the firgt voice which |
heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying,
‘Come up here, and | will show you things which must
take place after this” Immediately | was in the Spirit;
and behold, a throne st in heaven, and One sat on the
throne.” This passage says that the Spirit of God came
suddenly upon John and seized control of his thought
processes. While hewasin thisstate, the Spirit reveal ed
truth to him.

Revelation 17:3; 21:10. In these two passages John was
“carried away in the Spirit.” He was clearly under the
influence of the Spirit.

18
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Upon thoughtfully examining these passages, we can see
that in the New Testament the termin the Spirit often meansto
be under the Spirit’ sinfluence or control.

2. Under the guidance of the Spirit. Thetermin the Spirit
can also meanto be under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Three
passages demongtrate this truth:

Luke 2:25-27. In this passage the Bible says that the
Holy Spirit was “upon” the old man Simeon. Then it
saysthat Simeon “ came by the Spirit into the temple.”
Being in the Spirit, he was under the Spirit’ s guidance.
Luke 4:1. Here the Bible speaks of how Jesus, after
being baptized in the Spirt (Luke 3:22), was guided by
theHoly Spirit: “ Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit,
returned from the Jordan, and wasled by the Spirit into
the wilderness’ (Luke 4:1). Throughout His ministry
Jesus continually walked in the Spirit. As a result He
was always guided by the Spirit.

Romans 8:14. In thisverse Paul says, “For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, these are sonsof God.” To
be a child of God means that one should walk in the
Spirit and be led by Him.

In each of these ingtances, to be in the Spirit meansto be
under the leadership or guidance of the Spirit.

Aswe consider these things, we must remember that this
influence of the Spirit of God is not the same for all people and
at all times. It can come in different ways and with differing
intensities. Wemust al so remember that different Christiansmay

19
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sense and respond to the Spirit’s promptingsin different ways.
Just because we have heard someone tegtify how he or she was
influenced or directed by the Holy Spirit in a certain way, does
not necessarily mean that we can expect Him to direct usin
exactly the same way. God has a unique way of directing each
of us. We should each be open and flexible to His special
direction.

In this book, when we talk about life in the Spirit and
walking in step with the Spirit, we are talking about alife lived
under the Spirit’ sinfluence, guidance and control. Thisisthe
glorious privilege of every believer. Paul exhortsus, “ Since we
live by the Spirit, let uskeep in step with the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25).
Thisisnot an unattainable Chrigtianideal, it isthe norm for the
Chrigtian life.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT, I'TS BLESSINGS
AND BENEFITS

Great blessings come to thelife of the Chrigtian who enters
into the wonderful Spirit-filled life. Blessings also come to the
church, asmore and more Chrigtianslearntowalk and live their
livesunder the Spirit’scontrol. Here are fourteen bless ngs that
come asareault of living alife in the Spirit:

Power to Witness

Possibly the greatest benefit of living a Spirit-filled lifeis
power to witness. Jesustaught that, when a disciple receivesthe
Holy Spirit, he or she receivesdivine power to withess for Him.
He said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit

20
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comesupon you; and you will be my witnessesin Jerusalemand
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts
1:8).

His promise was proven to be true when the disciples
received the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).
Just weeks before, these same disciples had fled during Jesus
hour of greatest need (Matt. 26:56). They had cowered in a
secret room “for fear of the Jews’ (John 20:19). However, after
receiving the Spirit at Pentecost, they were filled with great
boldness. Alongwith Peter, they ssood before the multitudesand
witnessed boldly for Jesus (Acts 2:14; 3:12; 4:8, 33).

One of the greatest needsof the church today ispeoplewho
will witness with boldness and zeal. If we will each be filled
with the Spirit, as were these firgt disciples of Jesus, and if we
will learn to walk in the Spirit as they did, then we too will
become effective witnesses for Christ. As a result, many will
come to the Lord.

Abiding Presence of God

A second benefit of living in the Spirit is that one can
experience an abiding presence of God in his or her life. The
night before Jesus was to be taken from His disciples and
crucified, He gave them some wonderful promises Hetold them
that He would not |eave them as orphans. He said that He would
send the Holy Spirit in His place. The Holy Spirit would be
“another Helper” for them. All of thiswould happen when they
were filled with the Holy Spirit, whom He would send. He told
them that thisHeavenly Friend wasnow with them; however, He
would soon be in them (John 14:16-18).
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Paul concluded his second letter to the Corinthianswith a
wonderful prayer of blessing: “The grace of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt, and thelove of God, and the fell owship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. Amen” (13:14). Note the phrase “ fellowship of
the Holy Spirit.” Theword trand ated “ fellowship” could also be
trandated “communion.” It means a deep, intimate friendship.
When Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would be “ancther
Counselor” judt like Him, He meant that the Holy Spirit would
walk along beside us and help us just as He would if He were
here in the flesh.

Divine Guidance

The person who istruly living the Spirit-filled life can also
expect the Lord to gpeak to him and give him guidance. God,
through the Holy Spirit, will speak directly to the believer's
spirit as He did to Ananias “ So the Lord said to him, ‘Arise,
and go to the dreet called Straight’”(Acts 9:11). Today the
Spirit-empowered missonary can anticipate the Lord's
guidance, just aswasreceived by Paul’ s missionary party when
the Spirit guided them step by step to the country of Macedonia
(16:6-10).

Overflowing Joy

The Chrigian wholearnstowalk in step with the Spirit will
also experience great joy in his or her life. Twice the Bible
speaks of the “joy of the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17; 1 Thess.
1:6). One of thefruit of livinginthe Spiritisjoy (Gal. 5:22). So,
just as the firgt Spirit-filled believers “ate their food with
gladness and smplicity of heart” (Acts 2:46), S0 can the one
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today who haslearned the secret of living alifein sep with the

Spirit.

Power over Satan

Another benefit of living in the Spirit is power over Satan
and demons. Jesuspromised Hisdisciples, “ | giveyou . . . power
over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means
hurt you” (Luke 10:19). This power comesfrom the indwelling
Spirit. It was by the Spirit of God that Jesuscast out demons
(Matt. 12:28). It is through that same Spirit that we can have
power over Satan today (1 John 4:4).

A Life of Blessing

Jesustold of a Sxth wonderful result of being filled with
the Spirit. He said that our lives can become fountains of
spiritual life and blessing to others. He said, “ If anyone thirgts,
let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water” (John 7:37-38).

As a Chrigian walks in the Spirit, he will have a loving
concern for others. This concern will be for both those who are
near—that is, in the place where he lives—and those who are
afar—that is, indisant lands. Those who comeinto contact with
him will be blessed. They will sense the warm Chrigt-like spirit
coming from that individual. It will be the overflow of the Spirit
of God in hislife.

Power over Temptation
A seventh benefit of living alife in the Spirit ispower over
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temptation. The Bible promises such power to those who have
learned to “walk in the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1-4). Paul said, if we
walk in the Spirit we “will not gratify the desires of the sinful
nature” (Gal.5:16). Aswelearnto“ present ourselvesto God...
asingruments of righteousness,” the Bible sayswe will walk in
victory over temptation and sn (Rom. 6:13).

Authentic Worship

An eighthwonderful blessng that comesfromlivingingep
with the Spirit is the ability to enter into authentic worship
before God. Jesustold the woman at the well, “ God is Spirit”
and He must be worshiped “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).
Jesus Himself “rejoiced in the Holy Spirit” and gave praise to
the Father (Luke 10:21). Paul wrote of the Spirit of Adoption
who leadsusinto an intimate relationship with God and causes
ustocry out, “ Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15). By living alifeinthe
Spirit we can develop aloving relationship with God. It isout of
such arelationship that we become true worshipers of Him.

Spiritual Gifts

Another benefit of living in step with the Spirit isthat the
Spirit-filled believer can expect to see spiritual gifts manifested
inhisor her life and ministry. Asbelieverswalk inthe Spirit, the
Lord will release spiritual gifts through them according to His
will. As a reault, they will bless the church and others. Paul
speaks of these manifestations of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians
12:7-10. Therel ease of these gifts should be normal occurrences
in believers lives. They should be anticipated and cherished.
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Spiritual Fruit

A tenth benefit of life in the Spirit is spiritual fruit. In
Galatians 5:22-23 Paul listsnine “fruit of the Spirit”: love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, Kkindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Asabeliever walksin the Spirit and
yields his life to the correction of God's Word, spiritual fruit
will begin to develop and grow in his life (John 15:4-5; cf.
14:17, 20).

Deeper Relationship

Another bonus that comes from walking in the Spirit isa
deeper relationship with God. Just asthe disciples relationship
with Jesus grew as they spent time in His presence, in the same
way, our relationship with God will grow as we spend time
walking and living in the Spirit.

Physical Strength and Healing

A twelfth benefit of living alife in step with the Spirit is
that the believer can expect to receive physcal grength, and
even healing, from the hand of God. The Bible speaks of the
power of the Holy Spirit to give life to our bodies. “But if the
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwellsin you, He
who raised Chrigt fromthe dead will also givelife to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit who dwellsin you” (Rom. 8:11).

According to this verse, the believer can expect three
wonderful benefitsfrom God as he walks in the Spirit: He can
expect that the Holy Spirit will give srength to his physical
body. He can know that the Holy Spirit will bring healing to his
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ailing body when heissck. And he can with hope anticipate the
future resurrection of his body.

Prayer Life Strengthened

Another wonderful benefit of the Spirit-filled life ishelp
with our prayers. The disciples once asked Jesus, “ Teach usto
pray.” In response, Jesustaught them, among other things, how
to be filled with the Spirit (Luke 11:1-13). We can al so expect
the Spirit’ shel pwhen we pray, for the Bible says, “ Likewise the
Spirit helpsin our weaknesses. For we do not know what to pray
for aswe ought, but the Spirit Himself makesintercesson for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26-28). This
isone powerful way the Holy Spirit helpsusin our prayer lives.

Spiritual M an Renewed

A final benefit of living alifein step with the Spirit isthat
aperson’ sspiritual manisstrengthened and renewed. Paul wrote
the Ephesans and spoke of his desre that God would
“ grengthen [them] with power through hisSpirit in [their] inner
being” (Eph. 3:16). He further taught that a person who praysin
tongues* edifieshimself” (1 Cor. 14:4). Jude wrote of two ways
inwhich one buildshimself up through prayer inthe Holy Spirit.
He builds himself up infaith (v. 20) and he keeps himself in the
love of God (v. 21; cf. Rom. 5:5).

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT, I'TS PREREQUISITES

With so many wonderful benefits accruing, how could
anyone not want to learn to live in step with Holy Spirit? There
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are, however, some thingsthat one must do before he or she can
enter into the Spirit-filled life. Let’ slook at five of those things:

Born of the Spirit

The firgt prerequisite to living alife in the Spirit is being
born again of the Spirit of God. How can one expect tolivealife
in the Spirit if he has never been born of the Spirit? Jesus said,
“Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to Spirit”
(John 3:6). Paul taught that “ the man without the Spirit doesnot
accept the thingsthat come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishnessto him, and he cannot understand them because they
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).

Further, Jesus said that “the world cannot accept Him [the
Spirit of God] because it neither sees him nor knows him” (John
14:17). Itisaxiomatic that, before one can understand the things
of the Spirit, he must be indwelt by the Spirit.

We are born of the Spirit when we come to God, repent of
our sins, and put our complete trugt in Christ alonefor salvation.
Asaresult, we become new creationsin Chrigt (2 Co 5:17). We
become alive to God (Rom. 6:11-13) and to the things of the
Spirit of God (John 3:3).

Filled with the Spirit

In addition to being born again by the Spirit of God, the
baptism in the Holy Spirit isan essential experience for anyone
whodesrestolivelifein step with the Spirit. With thispowerful
spiritual experience comes power to “be witnesses unto” Chrigt
(Acts 1:8, KJV). Being awitnessis broader than witnessing per
. Being awitnessinvolves every area of the Chrigian life. In
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addition to being initially baptized in the Spirit, the believer
who desiresto live life in the Spirit, must also learn to stay full
of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

Open to the Things of the Spirit

A third requisite to a life in the Spirit is openness to the
things of the Spirit. Only those who demongrate a genuine
opennessto the Spirit will be able to live in the Spirit. We must
never forget that the Spirit of God can be grieved and offended.
Like a gentle dove, He will dlently depart when our attitudes
toward Him are not right. The person who has a closed mind or
critical spirit will never be able to live a life in sep with the

Spirit.

Hunger and Thirst after God

Another requirement for living alifeinthe Spirit ishunger
and thirg after God. Jesus said, “ Blessed are those who hunger
and thirg for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matt. 5:6).
You may ask, “Filled with what?" Filled with God's
righteousness. This righteousness comes from the Spirit of God.
To hunger and thirgt after righteousness must, therefore, include
hungering and thirsting after the Spirit. Aswe hunger and thirst
after the Spirit, we open our hearts to Him and Hisworking in
our lives.

Once Jesuscried out, “If anyoneisthirgy, let him cometo
me and drink” (John 7:37). Just asthirg for water drawsthe deer
to astream, thirst for God will draw usto Christ. Asaresult, our
liveswill become like streams of spiritual water flowing out to
those around us (vv. 38-39).
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Ardently Pursue the Things of the Spirit

A final prerequidsitefor living the Spirit-filled lifeisardent
pursuit of the things of the Spirit. Concerning the disciples
beforethey received the Holy Spirit onthe Day of Pentecogt, the
Bible saysthat “ they were continually inthe temple praising and
blessngGod” (Luke. 24:53). After the Day of Pentecogt, “ every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts’ (Acts
2:46). They were ardently pursuing the things of the Spirit. It
must be the same with ustoday. We whowould livealifein step
with the Spirit must ardently pursue the things of the Spirit of
God.

In this chapter we have learned how great blessing comes
intothelife of the Christian who choosestoliveand walk in step
with the Spirit of God. In later chapterswe will expand on some
of the themeswe have introduced here. We also learned that, in
order to live such alife, the believer must do certain things. Let
usnot fail to do thosethings A lifein the Spiritisalifelike no
other. It isalife filled with blessing and joy. It isthe privilege
and respongbility of every believer.
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- CHAPTER 3 -

THE GATEWAY

TO LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

vivid recollection of my boyhood is walking through the
A giantiron gatesof alocal amusement park. | could hear the
organ music blaring in the background. A glorious archway of
bright, multi-colored lights spanned the entrance. As | walked
wide-eyed into the park, | felt asif | had entered a new world, a
world full of excitement and promise. In thischapter wewill talk
about walking through a gate of true promise—a gate that will
lead usinto alife in step with the Spirit of God.

Inour last chapter we discussed the benefitsthat comefrom
living a life in sep with the Spirit. We also discussed the
prerequisites for such a life. One of those prerequisites was the
necessity of being filled with, or baptized in, the Holy Spirit. In
this chapter we will discuss this baptism in the Holy Spirit and
it srelationship to the Spirit-filled life.

Just before Jesusreturned to heaven, He gave Hisdisciples
afina command: “ Do not |eave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For
John baptized with water, but in afew daysyou will be baptized
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with the Holy Spirit” (Acts1:4-5). Thisspiritual baptism wasto
be their gateway into the Spirit-filled life.

Inthischapter we will answer two questions about thisvital
Chrigian experience: What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit?
and Why isthe baptism in the Holy Spirit so important to alife
in the Spirit?

WHAT IS THE BAPTISM IN
THE HOLY SPIRIT?

What exactly isthis baptism in the Holy Spirit that Jesus
spoke about? Scripturally, five things can be said about this
experience:

A Biblical Experience

Firg, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a biblical
experience. By thiswe mean two things: We meanthat it hasits
origin in the Bible, and that it is enjoined upon us by biblical
commands. Let’ snow look at each of these truthsinmore detail .

1. It hasitsorigin in the Bible. The experience of Spirit
baptism is not an invention of man. It is neither the idea of the
modern Pentecostal movement nor of any other religious
movement. It isfound squarely in the pages of the Bible.

Both John the Baptist and Jesus spoke of the baptismin the
Holy Spirit. John said, “ | baptize you with water for repentance.
But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose
sandals | am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire” (Matt. 3:11). Jesus commanded His
disciples, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
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Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For
John baptized with water, but in afew daysyou will be baptized
with the Holy Spirit” (Acts1:4).

Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, He called His
disciples together and spoke of the purpose of this promised
experience: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnessesin Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:
8). A few days|later on the day of Pentecod the disciples were
themselves baptized in the Spirit:

When the day of Pentecost came, they were al together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like a blowing of aviolent wind came
from heaven and filled the whol e house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them. (Acts 2:1-4)

Onthat same day Peter declared that the experience isfor
all of God's people throughout the entire church age: “The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far
off—for all whom the Lord our God will call” (Acts2:39).

2. It isenjoined by biblical commands. Not only doesthe
experience haveitsorigin in Scripture, inaddition, all believers
are commanded to receive the Holy Spirit. Before He returned
to heaven Jesus gave His disciples a final promise and a final
command. The promise was, “| am going to send you what my
Father haspromised.” The command was, “ Stay inthe city until
you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).
He repeated His command: “ Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait
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for the gift my Father promised” (Acts 1:4). Some twenty-five
yearslater, Paul commanded the Ephesian believers, “ Befilled
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).

Every believer in Christ is under divine obligation to be
filled with the Spirit. To do otherwise is to live in direct
disobedience to the clear command of the Lord. The baptismin
the Holy Spirit is clearly a biblical experience. It hasitsorigin
in the experience of the New Testament church, and it is
enjoined upon all believersof all ages.

A Distinct Experience

Not only is the baptiam in the Holy Spirit a biblical
experience, it isalso adistinct experience. By thiswe mean that
the baptisminthe Holy Spirit isan experience separate fromand
inadditionto the new birth. Thisfact isclearly demongtrated in
the book of Acts. On three separate occasionsin Actsitisshown
that the new birth and the baptisminthe Holy Spirit are separate
and digtinct experiences. Let’ slook briefly at each of those three
occasions.

1. The revival in Samaria (Acts 8:4-17). A thoughtful
reading of the story of the revival that came to Samaria under
the ministry of Philip shows that the Samaritan converts were
firg saved, then later received the Holy Spirit. We know that
they were truly saved because

» they had received the message of Christ. Acts 8:6

gsatesthat the Samaritans“ heeded the things spoken by
Philip” (NKJV).
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» they experienced great joy. As a result of their
receiving the message of the gospel “ there wasgreat joy
in the city” (v. 8).

* they believed and were baptized in water. “ But when
they believed Philip as he preached the good news of
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Chrigt, they
were baptized both men and women” (v. 12). Philip, a
man full of theHoly Spirit and wisdom (Acts6:3) would
have never allowed these new believers to be baptized
in water if they had not been truly born again.

And yet, it isvery clear that they had not yet received the
Holy Spirit (inthe sense of Spirit baptism) for the text says, “ The
Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply
been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus’ (v. 16). Only
later did they receive the Spirit: “ Then Peter and John placed
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit” (v. 17).

There is a clear time lapse between the Samaritans
receiving Christ and their receiving the Holy Spirit. We
conclude that their new birth and their Spirit baptism are
separate and digtinct experiences.

2. Saul of Tarsus (Acts9:1-19). Saul of Tarsus(later called
Paul) was converted on the Damascus road, and was later filled
with the Spirit when Ananias prayed for him in the city of
Damascus. We know that he was truly converted when he
encountered Jesus on the road because

* hecalled Jesus “ Lord” (v 5). Paul himself wrote that
“no one can say, ‘Jesusis Lord,” except by the Holy
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Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:3). At thismoment, as Saul of Tarsus
lay on the ground before the resurrected Christ, Jesus
became his Savior and the Lord.

* he obeyed Jesus and submitted to His will (vv. 6-9).
One proof of a person’s being truly born again is
submission to the will of Christ. Jesus commanded Saul
to go into the city of Damascus to receive further
ingtructions. Though he was now blind, Saul submitted
himself totally to thewill of hisnewly-found Savior and
followed Hisingructions explicitly.

e Ananias called him “ Brother Saul” (v. 17; cf. Acts
22:13). Ananias called Saul “brother” because he
realized that he had become a member of the
brotherhood of believers, the Church. Howard Ervin
wrote,

From the preceding context, it is clear that Ananiasknew who
Saul was and why he had come to Damascus—to persecute
the believers there. He would never, therefore, have entered
Saul’s presence and addressed him as “Brother Saul,” unless
he had been assured in advance that Saul was, in very truth a
“Brother” in Christ. Saul must, therefore have become a
Chrigtian, in the fullest sense of the word, before Ananias
came to him.

It was sometime after Saul became a Christian that Ananias
placed hishandson him, and Saul received the Holy Spirit (vv.
17-18). Again, asin the case of the Samaritan believers, Saul’s

! Howard M. Ervin, Spirit Baptism, a Biblical
Investigation (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1987), 76.
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experience of being filled with the Spirit was subsequent to and
separate from his new birth.

3. The Ephesian disciples (Acts 19:1-7). The twelve
Ephesian disciples were saved and baptized in water, and then
later filled with the Spirit when Paul laid hishandsonthem. The
fact that they were truly converted is demongrated by the
following:

» They are called disciples. The Bible says when Paul
arrived at Ephesus “he found some disciples’ (v. 1).
Without exception, when the word disciple is used by
L uke (thewriter of the gospel of Luke and Acts) without
any modifying words (such as “disciples of John” or
“ disciplesof the Pharisees’) it alwaysrefersto disciples
of Christ. These men were clearly believers in and
followers of Jesus.

* They had already believed in Christ. The text clearly
sates that these men had believed the message of John
the Baptist concerning Jesus and had put their faith in
Him (v. 4).

» They were baptized in water. According to verse 5,
“They were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Evenif, assome contend, these discipleswere not truly
converted when Paul found them, certainly they must
have been converted before they received water
baptism.

After this Paul laid hands on them, and “the Holy Spirit
cameonthem, and they spokeintonguesand prophesied” (v. 6).
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Like the Samaritans and Saul before them, the Ephesans
experience of Spirit baptismwassubsequent toand separatefrom
their new birth.

Having examined these three casesinthe book of Acts, we
conclude that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience
digtinct from the new birth.

A Normative Experience

A third thing that we can say about the baptisminthe Holy
Spirit isthat it isa normative experience. By thiswe mean that
itisan experiencefor all of God’ schildren of all agesand of all
cultures. This fact is demongrated by what Dr. Lazarus M.
Chakwera, Presdent of the Malawi Assemblies of God, called
the “ Alls of Pentecost”:

» Moses' wish for all of the Lord’s people. When Joshua
wanted Eldad and Medad to stop prophesying in the
camp, Moses replied, “| wish that all of the Lord’s
people were prophets, and the Lord would put hisSpirit
on them!” (Num. 11:29).

» Joel’ sprophecy concerning all of God’ sservants. God
spoke through the ancient prophet, “ Afterward, | will
pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and your
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my
servants, both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit
in those days (Joel 2:28-29).
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« The Spirit’sfilling all on the Day of Pentecost. When
God poured His Spirit on the Day of Pentecog “all of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit . . .” (Acts2:4).

« All of the household of Cornelius received. The Spirit
wasfirst poured out on Gentilesbelieversin Caesarea at
the house of the Roman centurion, Cornelius. The Bible
says that “the Holy Spirit came on al who heard the
message” (Acts 10:44-47).

After the outpouring of the Spirit onthe Day of Pentecodt,
Peter stood to preach. He quoted the prophesy of Joel, saying
that God would pour out His Spirit on“all people” (Acts2:17).
He concluded hissermon by saying, “ The promiseisfor you and
your children and for all who are far off—for all whomthe L ord
our God will call” (v. 39).

The promise of the Spirit's empowering is a universal
promisefor all of God’ schildren. Jesus said that thisexperience
isfor everyone who asks: “Ask and it will be giventoyou . . .
For everyone who asksreceives. . . If you then, though you are
evil, know how to give good giftsto your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him (Luke 11: 9-10,13).

A Powerful Experience

The baptism in the Spirit is a powerful life-changing
experience. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come upon the
believer as” power fromonhigh” (Luke 24:49). When abeliever
isfilled withthe Spirit he or sheisimmersed in and overcome by
God’'s mighty power and presence. Once a person is truly
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baptized intheHoly Spirit, hisor her lifewill never be the same.
J. Rodman Williams describes the experience as “an invasion
from without . . . and a penetration, a permeation” within the
heart of the believer. He further describesit asthe coming of
“the dynamic presence of God” and a manifesation of God’s
glory.?

Spirit baptism was a powerful life-changing experience for
Peter and the others who were filled with the Spirit in the book
of Acts. Their liveswere dramatically and permanently altered.
Today, millions of people around the world can tegtify to the
powerful effectsthis experience has had on their lives.

A Necessary Experience

Finaly, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a necessary
experience. It isessential that every Chrigtian be baptized inthe
Holy Spirit. Just as Jesus insisted that His disciples not leave
Jerusalem until they were clothed with the Spirit (Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:4-5), s0 mugt we insig on every Chrigtian being filled
with the Spirit today. It is the believer’ s source of spiritual life
and power. It isthe gateway into the Spirit-filled life of which
we are speaking in this book.

Reader, have you been baptized in the Holy Spirit? If not,
you should carefully read the following chapter, and then ask
God to give you this blessed experience. Don't try to live your
Chrigian life without it. Pastor, do you have church members
who have never received the Holy Spirit? Then one of your

2 3. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology, Il (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1990), 203-204.
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primary ministry goalsmust be to see that every member in your
congregation iswonderfully filled with the Spirit and living the
Spirit-filled life.

WHY IS THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY
SPIRIT SO IMPORTANT TO
A LIFE IN THE SPIRIT?

Someone may ask, “Why this emphasis on the baptism in
the Holy Spirit? Why should | be filled? What are some of the
benefits that | can expect by being filled with the Spirit?” The
baptismin the Holy Spirit will bring the following four benefits
into the life of the believer who receives

Greater Effectiveness

Being filled with the Spirit opens the way for greater
effectiveness in the work of the Lord. The experience will
empower the believer for effective serviceinthree primary areas
of hisor her Chrigian life:

1. Power to witness. Power to witness comes with the
infilling of the Spirit. Jesus promised, “Y ou will receive power
when the Holy spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witneses’ (Acts 1:8). This power to witnesses involves both
motivation and ability. When a personisfilled with the Spirit he
receives great motivation to become actively involved in the
work of the Lord. Not only ishe mativated to work for the Lord,
he is also enabled to work for Him. This enabling is for both
local evangelism and world missions, for Jesussaid we would be
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witnesses in “ Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the
ends of the earth” (Acts1:8).

2. Power in prayer. An effective prayer life isa mug for
every believer. Several timesinthe book of Actsthe Holy Spirit
came upon Spirit-baptized believers enabling them to pray with
great power and effectiveness. After the Day of Pentecost the
newly Spirit-baptized believers “devoted themselves . . . to
prayer” (2:42). Peter and John are seen “ going up to the temple
at the time of prayer” (3:1). On one occason there was a
powerful Spirit-anointed prayer meeting that ended with over
five thousand people being filled or refilled with the Spirit
(4:23-31; cf. 4:4). During the same prayer meeting their meeting
place was shaken by the power of God. Today, those who have
been filled with the Spirit testify to a greater freedom,
effectiveness, and power in their prayer lives and in their
ministries.

3. Manifestation of spiritual gifts. Spiritual giftsare given
to Spirit-filled Chrigians to enable them to effectively
accomplish the will of God. Since the gifts of the Spirit are
resdent in the Spirit, and the Spirit is powerfully resdent in
those who have been baptized in the Holy Spirit, one can
logically expect the manifestation of spiritual giftsinthelivesof
these Chrigians. In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 Paul lists nine
powerful spiritual gifts. He calls them “ manifestations’ of the
Spirit (v. 7). Around the world Spirit-baptized believers are
minigtering in the power and anointing of the Spirit with the aid
of these mighty spiritual manifestations.
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Spiritual Sensitivity

Not only will the baptism in the Holy Spirit empower the
Chrigtian for effective service, it will also enable him or her to
live a life that is more sendtive to the things of God. This
spiritually sendtive life can be seenin at least three areas.

1. Sensitivity to sin, righteousness, and judgment. Jesus
said, “When he[the Counselor] comes, hewill convict theworld
of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment” (John
16: 8). The Spirit-filled believer will have a greater sengtivity
to the sn in his own life. Once he has been baptized in the
Spirit, and learns to walk in the Spirit, he will be more keenly
aware of the dightest personal transgression or departure from
God'swill. He will have a desire to live a holy life and please
God in everything he does.

2. Sengitivity to God. The Spirit-baptized believer will also
be more sensitive to God and His working in his life. Paul
tedtified, “ We have not received the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who isfrom God, that we may understand what God has
freely givenus’ (1 Cor. 2:12). The person whoisfilled with, and
walking in, the Spirit will be able to more clearly sense the
indwelling presence of God inhisownlife, aswell asthe Spirit’s
presence in the life of others (Rom. 8:16).

3. Sengitivity to the spiritual needs of others. Once a
Chrigian has been filled with the Spirit, he will find himself
more sengitive to the spiritual needsof others. At timesthe Spirit
will help him to see deep into the hearts and needs of hurting
people. Thiswas what often happened to Jesus. The Bible says
about Jesus, “When he saw the crowds, he had compasson on
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
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without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). The Holy Spirit will also give
to us such spiritual sendtivity to the needs of others.

Spiritual Understanding

A third benefit of being filled with the Holy Spirit isa
greater potential for spiritual understanding. This greater
undergtanding can be seen in three areas:

1. Greater understanding of the Word. Once a personis
filled with the Spirit he or she will have greater indgght into
Scripture. Paul said, “ The man without the Spirit doesnot accept
the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishnessto him, and he cannot understand them, because they
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).

Without the Spirit’ shel p we cannot understand those things
which comefromthe Spirit. We know that the Bible comesfrom
the Spirit of God (2 Pet. 1:21). We mug, therefore, have the
Spirit to truly understand the Word of God. Jesus said that
“when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all
truth” (John 16:13). The Holy Spirit will lead usinto a keener
and more intimate understanding of God’ s Word.

2. Greater under standing of the moving of the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit is moving in the world today. In some places His
moving is bringing about a great harvest of souls. In other places
He is preparing the soil for the sowing of the gospel. Speaking
figuratively about the Holy Spirit Jesus said, “ The wind blows
wherever it pleases You hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it isgoing. So it iswith everyone
born of the Spirit” (John 3:8). The Spirit ismoving in the world,
and the person who is filled with the Spirit can have divine
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ingght on what He is doing. Such insght is essential if we are
going to fulfill Christ’s mandate to preach the gospel to all
nations before He comes again (Matt. 24:14).

3. Greater understanding of the needs of the church and
society. The Bible saysconcerning certain of David' s men that
they “ understood the timesand knew what Israel should do” (1
Chron. 12:32). These were men of clear spiritual insght. The
Holy Spirit can give such clear prophetic insight to the needs of
His people today. Six timesin Revelation, chapters2 and 3, the
reader is exhorted to “ hear what the Spirit says the churches.”
Two key quedionsfor ustoday are, “ What isthe Spirit saying to
the Church?’ and “ How is He moving in society?” We must be
filled with the Spirit to be able to clearly discern either.

Deeper L ove and Consecration

A fourth result of being baptized in the Holy Spirit isa
deeper love for and consecration to God. Paul wrote that “ God
has poured out hislove into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom
he hasgiven us’ (Rom. 5: 5). Being filled with the Holy Spirit
will produce a deeper love and consecration in the life of the
believer. He will experience this deeper love and consecration
in at least three areas of hislife:

1. Deeper lovefor Christ and a consecration to serveHim
mor e perfectly. The Spirit-filled believer’ slove for Chrigt will
grow as he walks with the Spirit. Jesus told us that “when the
Counselor comes. . . he will tegtify about me” (John 15:26). He
also said that “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is
mine and making it knowntoyou” (16:14). Aswe cometo know
Chrigt more intimately, we love Him more deeply. Aswe come
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to love Him more deeply, we are inspired to serve Him more
perfectly.

2. Deeper love for the Word and consecration to obey it
more fully. Not only doesthe infilling of the Holy Spirit bring
about a deeper lovefor Chrig, it also brings about a deeper love
for the Word of God. As the Spirit-filled Chrigtian becomes
better acquainted with the Author of the Bible, the Holy Spirit,
he will love the Bible more.

Once a young lady was given a book of love poems. After
reading one or two of the poems, she became bored and placed
the book on her shelf. After some time she met ayoung man and
fell and love with him. She soon learned that he was the very
poet who had written the book of poemsthat she had placed on
her shelf. She again took up the book and began to read. This
time her heart was thrilled as each poem spoke directly to her
innermogt being. The book of poems now became her most
cherished possession. She had fallenin love with the author, and
now she loved the book.

The same thing will happen with the Bible. Asyou grow to
love the Author more and more, you will also grow to love the
Book He wrote. The Author of the Bible, the Holy Spirit, will
make its stories more vivid and its truths more precious. It will
become a delight to follow itsteachings.

3. Deeper love for the lost and consecration to pursue
them more ardently. Not only will the infilling of the Spirit
cause the believer to love Chrig and the Word more deeply, it
will also cause him to have a deeper love for the lost and a
greater commitment to reach them for Christ. When the Holy
Spirit pours God' slove into our hearts, it will include Hislove
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for the lost people of the world. Jesustold usto lift up our eyes
“and look at the fieldsl They are ripe for harvest” (John 4:35).
We mugt pray, “Holy Spirit, fill me today. Open my eyesto see
the logt as Jesus seesthem, and give me the consecration to reach
out to them asHe did.”

If the baptism in the Holy Spirit will bring such blessings
into the life of the Christian, who would not want this bl essed
experience? Reader, have you beenfilled with the Spirit?If not,
you can be today. Carefully read the next chapter, and then ask
God to baptize youinthe Holy Spirit today. A wonderful lifein
the Spirit awaitsyou, alife lived in sep with the Spirit of God.
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- CHAPTER 4 -

YOU CAN BE FILLED

WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT TODAY

he old adage says “The proof of the pudding is in the
Ttasti ng.” The ancient Psalmist once cried out, “ Taste and
see that the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8). The issue that every
sincerefollower of Christ mugt faceisnot s mply knowing about
the blessings of the Spirit-empowered life, the issue is
experiencing them.

In our lagt chapter we discussed how the baptism in the
Holy Spirit isthe gateway into the Spirit-filled life. We spoke of
the blessings that come into a believers life as a reault of
receiving the Spirit. In this chapter we will discusshow a person
can have this wonderful experience. Acts 2 describes the firg
time the gift was given:

When the day of Pentecost came they were all together in one
place. Suddenly asound like the blowing of aviolent wind came
from heaven and filled the whol e house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them. (Acts 2: 1-4)
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The experience of the believerson the day of Pentecost set
the pattern for God's people until Jesus comes again. This
wonderful gift that wasgiventothoseearly believersispromised
to all believers of all generations. On the same day, Peter told
the people gathered there, “ The promise is for you and your
children and for all who are far off—for all whomthe Lord our
God will call” (Acts2:39).

In this chapter we will talk about how you, and those to
whom you minister, can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. We
will discussfour issues concerning receiving Spirit baptism: (1)
the elementsinvolved in receiving the Spirit, (2) four thingsone
needsto know when he or she comesto be filled with the Spirit,
(3) five common misunderstandings concerning receiving the
Spirit, and (4) what one must do to be filled with the Spirit. As
you read this chapter, open your heart to God. Allow the Holy
Spirit tofill and empower you, just asHe did thosefirst disciples
on the Day of Pentecost.

ELEMENTS INVOLVED IN RECEIVING
THE SPIRIT

Whether one iswanting to befilled with the Spirit himself,
or he is seeking to lead othersinto the experience, it is helpful
to know what isinvolved in the experience. Scripturally, there
are five essential elementsinvolved in one’ sreceiving the Holy
Spirit. Let’slook briefly at each:
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Desiring the Spirit

Before one can be filled with the Spirit, he or she must first
haveadesrefor the Spirit. He must sincerely want a closer walk
with God, and must have a desre to be more useful in His
kingdom. God will not force this experience on anyone.
Speaking about the Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “ Seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened unto you” (Luke 11:9,
cf. v. 13). Seeking and knocking imply strong desire.

Dedre for the Spirit can be created in a person’s heart in
many ways. He may hear a sermon or a teaching on the subject.
He may see how the experience has blessed the lives of others.
A hunger may be created as he talks with Spirit-filled friends.
And yet, although desire my be created in a number of ways,
ultimately it must come from within the heart of the individual.
Jesus was speaking of the Spirit-filled life when He said, “ Out
of his heart [innermog being] will flow rivers of living water”
(John 7:38). Being filled with the Spirit begins on the inside,
with a heart that is hungry for more of God.

Asking for the Spirit

A second essential element inreceivingthe Spiritisasking.
The Bible says, “You do not have because you do not ask”
(James4:2). Thisprinciple can be applied to receiving the Holy
Spirit. One mugt ask in order to receive. Speaking of the Holy
Spirit, Jesussaid, “Ask and it will begiventoyou. . . everyone
who asksreceives. . . your heavenly Father [will] givethe Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Luke 11:9, 10, 13).

It is God’ s desire that everyone of His children be filled
with the Spirit. He is not withholding His blessing. He is
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patiently waiting for usto ask. Will you ask Him now? He will
give you the Holy Spirit today.

Exercising Faith

A third essential element for receiving the Holy Spirit is
faith. Jesus said that this experience is for “he who believes’
(John 7:38). Paul taught that the promise of the Spirit isreceived
by “believing the message” (Gal. 3:2, 5, 14).

The Holy Spirit is received by an act of confident faith.
Jesus said, “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours’ (Mark 11:24). This
general principle of believing prayer has a direct application to
asking for and receiving the Holy Spirit. Notice how, in this
promise, Jesus put faith in the immediate present tense. He does
not say “believe that you will receive,” but “believe that you
havereceived.” Faithisthe primary ingredient for receiving the
Spirit. Just believe that you have received the Holy Spirit, and
the experience will be yours

Receiving

Closely akin to faith isthe act of receiving, as mentioned
above. Thisisthe fourth element involved in being filled with
the Holy Spirit. Receiving the Holy Spirit cannot be a passive
act. We cannot Smply wait passively on God to fill us. We must
act with boldness. We mugt fearlesdy reach out and take what
God is offering. The Bible teaches that, because of the work of
Jesus on the cross, we can enter into the presence of God with
confidence (Heb. 10:19). Don’'t wait for God to force His Spirit
upon you; He will never do that. And yet, His hand is already
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outgtretched. He iswaiting for you to take the gift from Him.
Claim the fullness of the Spirit right now by the bold act of
receiving.

Speaking

A final essential element involved in receiving the Holy
Spirit is speaking. The Bible says that on the day of Pentecost
“they wereall filled withthe Holy Spirit and beganto speak...”
(Acts 2:4, italics added). As they spoke, the Holy Spirit
performed a miracle in their mouths, and they began to speak
“with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” What
were they speaking? It was* the wonderful works of God” in the
languages of the surrounding Gentile nations (v. 11). Much the
samething happened in Caesareaat the home of Corneliuswhere
the Jewish Chrigians “heard them speaking in tongues and
praisng God” (Acts 10:46).

Onceyou have, by an act of faith, received the Holy Spirit,
you will sense His presence deep within. Y ou should then begin
to boldly speak out, allowing the Spirit to take control and pray
through you. You will begin speaking in a beautiful new
language. Thelanguage will not come from your mind, but from
deep indgde your inner man. Jesussaid, “ Hewho believesin Me,
asthe Scripture said, ‘ From hisinnermost being will flow rivers
of living water'” (John 7:38, NASB).
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW WHEN
YOU COME TO BE FILLED
WITH THE SPIRIT

When one comesto be filled with the Spirit, it ishelpful to
have a proper undersanding of certain biblical truths. Thereare
four truths one needsto understand when he presents himself to
God to be filled with the Spirit. Let’s look at each of these
truths:

If You Are Saved, You Are Ready

The firgt truth one needs to understand when he comes to
receive the Holy Spirit isthat, if he isborn again, he is ready
now to be filled with the Spirit. There are no other
preconditions. If one has truly put his faith in Chrig and
repented of hissns(Acts2:38), then he has obeyed God (5:32),
and God is ready now to give him His Holy Spirit.

Many years ago, when | was seeking to be filled with the
Spirit, | was told by a sincere but misinformed friend, “You're
not being filled because you' re not yet holy enough. The Holy
Spirit will not enter into an unclean temple.” | learned later that
thiswas not sound scriptural advice. Certainly, God expects us
to live clean and holy lives, and we must congtantly search our
livesand repent of anything that displeasesGod. My friend was
right about that, but the fact is, if a person’s temple (i.e., his
body) isclean enough for Jesusto dwell in, it isclean enough for
the Holy Spirit to fill.

If you are truly saved, you are ready right now to receive
the Holy Spirit. If youwill receive Him, He will give you the
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power you need to overcome your struggleswith temptation and
sn.

Being Filled 1s Easy

A second thing one needsto know when comingto befilled
with the Spirit isthat receiving the Spirit isnot difficult. Some
people havetheideathat beingfilled withtheHoly Spiritisvery
difficult, and requires much agonizing and pain. But thisisnot
what the Scripturesteach. The Bible teachesthat we receive the
Spirit by smply askinginfaith (Luke 11:9-13; cf. Mark 11:24).
It teaches that God isready to give His Spirit to those who will
ask. Beingfilled withthe Spirit isnot something abnormal or out
of the ordinary for the born again believer; it isthe natural thing
to do.

Once Jesusrelated receiving the Holy Spirit to breathing:
“ And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:22). Receiving the
Spirit isto our spiritual man as normal as breathing is to our
natural man. It should never be thought of as being difficult.

Remember, when a believer comes to be filled with the
Spirit, heisnot seekingto befilled with another Holy Spirit. He
is seeking to be filled with the same Holy Spirit who already
indwells him. Heisthe same Spirit who entered hislife when he
was born again (John 3:5; Rom. 8:9). A man once said, “When
you were born again, you ‘breathed in’ the Holy Spirit. Now,
just take a deeper breath and be filled with the Spirit.” What a
beautiful thought. Being filled with the Spirit is as smple as
asking, believing, and receiving.
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L eave Y our Pride Behind

A third truth we must understand when we come to be
baptized in the Spirit isthat we must leave all pride and vanity
behind. Such things have no place in our walk with God. They
are the very thingsthat hinder some from being filled with the
Spirit. The Bible says, “ God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).

Some are proud of their postion in the church and,
therefore, will not admit they need to be filled with the Spirit.
Othersfear what people will say when they present themselves
to be filled with the Spirit. Still othersfear looking foolish. My
friend, put your pride behind you. Humble yourself before God
and be filled with the Spirit today.

Expect to Speak in Tongues

The person seeking the empowering of the Spirit should
also know that when he is baptized in the Holy Spirit, he will
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. Everyone
who comesto be filled with the Spirit should, therefore, expect
to speak in tongues as a sign of his being filled. This was the
recurring Scriptural evidence throughout the book of Acts.

At Pentecost the believers* began to speak in other tongues
asthe Spirit enabled them” (Acts2:4). At the house of Cornelius
the Gentile believers were heard “ speaking in tongues and
praisng God” (10:46). Y earslater the Ephes an disciples” spoke
in tongues and prophesed” (19:6). Today millions of people
around the world have received this same experience with the
same hiblical evidence. It has been my great privilege to pray
with thousands of hungry believers across Africa and see them
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empowered by the Holy Spirit as were those believers in the
book of Acts—and with the same biblical evidence. They
wonderfully spoke in tongues asthe Spirit gave them utterance!

COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS
CONCERNING RECEIVING THE SPIRIT

Some are hindered from receiving the Holy Spirit because
of certain misunderstandings they have concerning how He is
received. For these people, the answer to their problem isto
simply clear up of these misunderstandings. Once this happens,
they are happily filled with the Spirit. There are five common
mi sunderstandings which hinder people from being filled with
the Spirit:

Passively Waiting on God

Some have a misundergtanding about how God gives His
Holy Spirit. They have wrongly interpreted the passages that
speak of how the Holy Spirit is poured out on believers (Acts
2:17-18, 33; 10:45). Asareault, they passively wait on the Holy
Spirit to come suddenly and irres gibly uponthemand “do it to
them.” They are like the man who once said, “ God knows my
address. If He wantsto fill me with the Spirit, He knows where
He can find me.”

This is the wrong attitude for receiving the Holy Spirit.
While it istrue that the Spirit ispoured out afresh on believers
today, we must understand that He is poured out in response to
our active faith in Him. We ask in faith, He then pours out His
Spirit on us.
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Once a man was having difficulty being filled with the
Spirit. He was passivel y waiting on God to pour out His Spirit on
him. His pastor was trying to explain to him how he must take
the initiative and, by faith, receive the Spirit. Then the pastor
remembered that this man loved to play checkers’ so he asked
him a quegtion, “My friend, suppose you are playing a game of
checkers. Y ou have moved your piece. Now, what must happen
beforeyou can move again?’ The man answered, “ Of course, the
other man must move.” Then the preacher said, “God has
moved. He has already poured out His Spirit. Now, it is your
move. Before God can move again, and give you the Holy Spirit,
you must move in faith and ask Himto fill you.” The man then
reached out in faith and God filled him with the Holy Spirit.

L ooking for the Spirit to Fall from Above

There isanother misunderstanding common among people
seeking to be filled with the Holy Spirit. These people are
looking for the Holy Spirit to come down from heaven, smack
them on top of the head, overpower them, and begin speaking
through them.

Thisisnot how the Holy Spirit isreceived. Hewill not fall
on your head from above, but He will fill you from the inside.
Hewill rise up within you, and gush forth frominside you. Jesus
described being filled with the Spirit like this.

! Checkers is the American name for the British game of
draughts.

58



You Can Be Filled with the Spirit Today

If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever
believesin me, asthe Scripture has said, streams of living water
will flow from within him. By this he meant the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were | ater to receive. (John 7:37-39)

When you come to be filled with the Spirit, don’t expect
Him to fall on your head from above. Look for Him to rise up
withinyou. You will sense Him moving inside. When you sense
His fullnesswithin, you know that He has come to fill you. At
that moment “ believe that you have received” and boldly speak
out in faith. Let the rivers of living water flow!

Thinking That God I's Going to | mpose Tongues
Thereisathird common misunderstanding about receiving
the Spirit. Some seekers believe that at some point while they
are praying in their own language, or not praying at all, God is
goingtoforcibly take over their vocal chordsand speak through
them. But thiswill never happen. God will not force the Holy
Spirit upon anyone. Neither will He force anyone to speak in
tongues. On they Day of Pentecogt “they [the 120 believers]
began to speak in tongues.” It was the believers who were
speaking, but it was the Spirit who “enabled them” (Acts 2:4).
Remember, youwill speak. It will beyour lungs, your vocal
chords, your lips, and your tongue creating the sounds. It will be
you speaking, but it will be God who will give you the words.
The miracleisnot the speaking; the miracleisthe new language.
You mug speak forth in faith, trusting God to fill your mouth.

Being Focused on Speaking in Tongues
A fourth common mistake made by some seeking to be
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baptized in the Spirit is that they become more focused on
speaking in tongues than on experiencing the presence and
power of God. Most peoplewho cometo befilled withthe Spirit
know that they will speak in tongues. Thisis good; however,
some become so intent on trying to speak in tongues that they
lose focus of what isreally taking place. God isworking deeply
intheir heartsand lives. They, however, are so focused on trying
to speak in tongues that they fail to sense His powerful
empowering presence.

The seeker should expect tongues, but he should focus his
attention on God, and onwhat He isdoing in hislife. He should
sense the presence of the Spirit indde. He should then yield his
entire being, including histongue, to God.

Fear of Receiving a False Experience

Thereisafinal misunderstanding about receiving the Spirit
that needsclearing up. Some people are afraid of seeking for the
Spirit because they are afraid that they will receive a false or
demonic experience. They have been ominoudy warned of the
dangers of opening oneself up to the spirit world. They have
been told that, once they open themselves up in such away, an
evil spirit can dlip in and take control of their life. They have
heard hair-raising storiesabout peopl e who were possessed with
evil spirits when they were seeking to be filled with the Spirit.

But such warnings are mid eading, because Jesus promi sed
that, if we ask of the Father, Hewill give to usonly “good gifts’
(Matt. 7:11). If youaretruly seeking God, He will not allow you
to receive afalse spirit or afalse experience. Jesus promised,
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For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks it will be opened. If a son asks for bread from
any father among you, will he give him astone? Or if he asks for
afish, will he give him a serpent instead of afish?Or if he asks
for an egg, will he offer him ascorpion? If you then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him! (Luke 11:10-13)

Jesus meaningisclear. If you ask God for the Holy Spirit,
He will give you the Holy Spirit. He will not give you a false
experience, nor will he allow the enemy to impose a false
experience upon you. He will not give you a serpent, or a
scorpion, or a stone. He will give you what you ask for—the
precious Holy Spirit. Don't be afraid. Ask today, and God will
give you this blessed Gift.

TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, DO THIS

Are you a child of God? Do you desire the Spirit's
infilling?Y ou canreceivethe Holy Spirit right now. Just dothis:

Approach the throne of grace boldly, knowing that Jesus
has made the way clear (Heb. 10:19). Remember His promise,
“ Everyone who asksreceives’ (Luke 11:10). Don’t doubt. The
promise isyours (Acts 2:39).

Now ask the Father for His gift (Luke 11:9-13).
Remember, He is more eager to give the gift than you are to
receive. Asyou pray, be aware of the Spirit’s coming at your
request. You will sense His presence coming upon you and
filling you.
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It isnow time to receive the Spirit by faith. Reach out and
claim the promise asyours. Don’'t wait for the Spirit toforce His
way in. In faith, pray this smple prayer, “I am now full of the
Holy Spirit” (cf. Mark 11:24). “Breathe” Him in (cf. John
20:22). Sense His presence filling you.

Now, begin to speak. Speak out with joy and abandon,
allowing the Holy Spirit to gush forth from deep insde—from
your “innermost being” (John 7:37, NASB). Allow Him to use
your vocal organs and lips to speak through you. When you
begin speaking words in a language you have never learned,
don't be afraid. God isfilling you with HispreciousHoly Spirit.
Yield yourself more and more to Him and | et the wordsflow out
of you. Do it with all of your heart, holding nothing back,
trusting God to do his part.

PraisetheLord! Y ou have been baptized in the Holy Spirit!
Y ou havetagted and you have discovered that the Lord isindeed
very very good.

The baptism inthe Holy Spirit isthe gateway into alifein
step the Spirit. It should thus be the aim of every Chrigtian to be
filled with the Spirit. And it should be the goal of every pastor
to see that everyone of hisor her members has been baptized in
the Holy Spirit.

We mugt not assume, however, that it isenough that one be
initially filled with the Spirit and then do nothing else. A lifein
the Spirit must be nurtured and nourished. We will discuss this
important issue in the next chapter.
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MAINTAINING

THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE

hingsfall apart.” That’ sa saying often heard Africa, where

my wife, Sandy, and | have served as missonaries for the
past sixteen years. And it’s true. Anything in thislife which is
left to itself falls apart. It deteriorates. In physcs this
phenomenon is called entropy. In the material universe things
move naturally from a state of order to disorder.

The same is true in our spiritual lives. Unless they are
congtantly maintai ned, they deteriorate. Paul ingructed Timothy
to maintain the touch of God that wason hislife (2 Tim. 1:6). A
life lived in step with the Spirit of God must be perpetually
maintai ned.

A believer begins his or her spiritual life by being born of
the Spirit. He should then be immediately baptized inthe Spirit.
As discussed earlier, this spiritual baptism opens the door to
countless other spiritual blessings. The newly Spirit-baptized
believer should not; however, make the migtake of presuming
that, because He has been baptized in the Spirit, his spiritual
journey has come to an end. It has, in fact, only begun. Neither
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should he make the migtake of thinking that, now that he has
received the Spirit, he can relax and do nothing.

In this chapter we will discuss how the Spirit-baptized
believer can maintain hisor her walk in the Spirit. In doing so
we will discuss two issues the importance of maintaining the
Spirit-filled life and guidelinesfor maintaining the Spirit-filled
life.

THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING
THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE

M ust Be Constantly Renewed

Theimportance of the believer maintainingthe Spirit-filled
life cannot be overemphasi zed. Once a person hasbeen baptized
in the Holy Spirit, hewould be very unwise to assume that there
isnothing more for himto do to maintain hisspiritual life. Bible
commentator Don Stamps wrote,

However powerful the initial coming of the Holy Spirit on the
believer may be, if this does not find expression in a life of
prayer, witness, and holiness, the experience will soon become
afadingglory . . . The baptism in the Spirit brings the believer
into a relationship with the Spirit that is to be renewed (Acts
4:31) and maintained (Eph. 5:18).

! Don Stamps, The Full Life Study Bible: New
International Version, “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” (Springfield,
MO: Life Publishers International, 1990), 1643.
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Each Believer’'s Personal Responsibility

Every believer in Chrig must accept personal responsi bility
to maintain his or her own spiritual life. Although pastors and
Chrigian friends can encourage and inspire, the final
respongbility lies with the individual Chrigian. Like King
David, each believer must learnto encourage himself inthe Lord
(1 Sam. 30:6).

Failure to do thiswill eventually result in backdiding and
a loss of power and relationship with the Lord. One could
eventually even lose his or her salvation. Paul encouraged
Timothy to “fan into flame the gift of God” that wasin him (2
Tim. 1:6). Just as a campfire needs congtant attention if it isto
remain ablaze, our spiritual livesalso need congant monitoring.
When the camper goes to deep, his fire goes out. When the
Chrigtian deeps, his spiritual fire goes out. We mugt, therefore,
maintain constant vigilance over our spiritual lives.

A fire needs occasonal girringif it isto remain white hot,
and fuel must be continually added if it isto continue to flame
brightly. In the same way, we must continually maintain our
spiritual lives. This maintenance should include frequent
spiritual checkups. Paul exhorted the Corinthians, “Examine
yourselves to see whether you are in the faith” (2 Cor. 13:5).
Each believer must accept personal regpons bility for hisor her
own spiritual life. The one whose spiritual fire goes out has no
one to blame but himself.
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GUIDELINES FOR MAINTAINING
A SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE

One may ask, “If | am personally responsible to maintain
my own spiritual life, what then must | do? What specific steps
can | take to ensure that | continue to walk in the Spirit?’ There
are at least eight strategies one may employ in maintaining his
Spirit-filled life, asfollows:

Seek Fresh Refillings

Fird, if aChrigian isto remain full of the Spirit, he or she
must seek fresh infillings of the Spirit. As mentioned above,
every believer in Chrigt should be baptized in the Holy Spirit
soon after converson (Acts 1:4-5; 8:14-17). This spiritual
baptism is a wonderful life-changing experience. The believer
must realize, however, that the baptism in the Holy Spirit it is
not a once-and-forever cure-all experience. Every Spirit-filled
believer should seek to be continually filled and refilled with the
Spirit throughout his or her entire life.

On the Day of Pentecost the disciples were initially
baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). They were later refilled
with the Spirit (Acts4:8, 31). Paul wasfirgt baptized inthe Holy
Spirit in the city of Damascus (Acts 9:17-18). He was again
filled with the Spirit ontheidand of Cyprus(Acts13:9). In Acts
19:6 the twelve Ephesian disciples were baptized in the Spirit
when Paul laid hands on them. Later, he wrote the Ephesians,
urging them to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Every
believer needs to be baptized in the Spirit, but every believer
also needs fresh refillings as he lives his Chrigtian life.
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A careful sudy of Paul’ sexhortationto the Ephesiansto be
filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18) reveals a powerful spiritual
principle: we mugt each be repeatedly filled with the Spirit. The
Greek verb trandated “ be filled” in this text isin the present
passive imperative tense. This means that the phrase “ be filled
with the Spirit” could be accurately rendered “be being filled
with the Spirit”? Stanley Horton wrote about thisverse, “We are
to keep being filled with the Spirit (5:18). This (as the Greek
indicates) isnot a one-time experience, but a continued filling
or (better) repeated fillings, asthe book of Actssuggests.”® The
Spirit-filled believer must know that, if he is to maintain the
Spirit-filled walk, he should seek a fresh infilling of the Spirit
each day of hislife.

Jesuswas speaking about receivingthe Holy Spirit when he
said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9, note v.
13). Horton points out that these three verbs (ask, seek, knock)
all speak of continuous and repeated action:

Toemphasize this, Jesus said plainly, “ Ask [keep asking], and it
shall be given you; seek [keep on seeking], and ye shall find;
knock [keep knocking], and it shall be opened unto you. For
everyone that asketh [who keeps on asking, who is an ‘asker’]
receiveth [keeps on receiving]; and he that seeketh [who keeps

2 Ralph W. Harris, Complete Biblical Library, “ New
Testament Study Bible, Galatians— Philemon,” ( Springfield, MO:
World Library Press, 1989), 155.

3 stanley M. Horton, What the Bible Says About the Holy
Spirit (Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1976), 244.
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on seeking, who is a seeker] findeth [keeps on finding]; and to
him that knocketh [who makesit his practice to knock on doors]
it shall be opened.*

To maintain the Spirit-filled life the Chrisian must
continually seek new refillings with the Holy Spirit. He must
continually ask, seek, and knock if heisto continue and progress
in hislife in the Spirit.

Pray Without Ceasing

Vigilant prayer isan essential disciplineif aChrigianisto
maintain his or her walk in the Spirit. Paul wrote the
Thessalonianstellingthemto“ pray continually [or * pray without
ceasing,” KJV], ... forthisisGod’ swill for youin Christ Jesus.
Do not put out the Spirit's fire” (1 Thess. 5:17-19). Note
carefully what Paul issaying here. Heissaying that, if believers
will pray continually, they will not make the migtake of
extinguishing the Spirit’ sinner flame. We must, as Goodspeed
trand ates the verse, “ never give up praying.”®

Paul ingructed the Ephesan Chrigiansin spiritual warfare
(6:10-18). He ended hisingructionsby writing, “ And pray inthe
Spirit onall occasonswith all kindsof prayersand requests.” In
order to maintain our life in the Spirit, and be ready to do
spiritual warfare, we should “ pray inthe Spiritonall occasons.”

* Ibid.

® Edgar J. Goodspeed, The New Testament: An American
Tranglation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1948).
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We should pray daily, asking the Spirit for Hisinfilling and His
guidance.

Our daily prayer should include prayer in tongues. Paul
said, “ He who speaks|[prays inatongue edifieshimself” (1 Cor.
14:4). That iswhy he said, “1 would that everyone of you speak
[pray] in tongues’ (v. 5), and later, “I thank God that | speak
[pray] in tongues more than all of you” (v. 18). Through prayer
in tongues, we maintain a powerful spirit-to-Spirit communion
with God.

Be Fervent in Worship

A third way that a Chrigtian can keep in sep wit the Spirit
isthrough fervent worship. Worship holdsan important placein
the Spirit-filledlife. Itisthrough Spirit-anoi nted worship that are
weare“raised . . . upwith Christ and seated . . . with himin the
heavenly realms’ (Eph. 2:6). Such worship resultsin “times of
refreshing . . . from the Lord” (Acts 3:19).

In order to remain in close fellowship with the Spirit we
should seek out worship opportunities. Thesecouldincludetimes
private devotional worship. Great spiritual srength can come
from these private worship times (Isa. 40:31). We should also
worshi pwith other Spirit-filled believersin church services. The
Bible says, “Let usnot give up meeting together, assome arein
the habit of doing, but let usencourage one another—and all the
more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25).

When opportunities present themselves, we mugt enter into
spiritual worship with our whole heart (Ps. 100:4). King David
prayed, “ Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, bless
his holy name” (Ps. 103:1).
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Paul recommended to the Ephes an believersthispowerful
grategy for maintaining the Spirit-filled life. He first exhorted
them to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Then, in the
versesfollowing, he told them how thismay be done: “ Speak to
one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and
make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to
God the Father for everything, in the name of the Lord Jesus
Chrig” (vv. 19-20). The teaching is clear. Worship is one
powerful way of maintaining the Spirit-filled walk. As we
worship in the Spirit, our own spirits are renewed; our faithis
built up, our souls are refreshed, and we are empowered for
spiritual battle.

M editate on the Word

Daily meditation on the Word of God is another essential
€lement for mai ntaining a Spirit-controlled life. Jesussaid, “ The
Spirit giveslife; the flesh counts for nothing. The words that |
have spoken to you, are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63).

What Jesus said here about Hisown words, can also be said
for all the words of Scripture—they are Spirit and they are life.
As we read the Bible and meditate on its words, the Spirit of
God speaks new life into our spirits. If we are to maintain our
lives in the Spirit, we must dedicate ourselves to daily
devotional reading of the Word of God. The Word of God is
food for our spiritual man. It isthrough reading the word that our
spiritsreceive new life and strength (Ps. 119:92-93).

Itisnot enough, however, to smply read the Bible and then
do nothing about it. We mugt obey the Word and apply itstruths
toour lives. Jameswrote, “ Do not merely lisen to the word, and
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s0 deceive yourselves. Dowhat it says’ (James1:22). Jesussaid
that “ everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on
sand” (Matt. 7:26). When the trial comes, he will be unable to
gand. Our spiritual lives are maintained, then, not be merely
reading the Word of God, but by reading it and then doing what
it says.

Walk by Faith

Another grategy we must employ, if we are to remain in
sep with the Spirit, iswe must walk by faith. To walk by the
Spirit isto walk by faith, and to walk by faith isto walk by the
Spirit. The phrases are synonymous. Paul connects the walk of
faith and the walk of the Spirit when he says, “For we through
the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness’
(Gal. 5:5, NASB). It isby faith that we receive the Holy Spirit
(Gal. 3:2, 14), and it isby faith that we maintain our life in the
Spirit (v. 3).

Itisalso through faith that spiritual giftsare released inthe
believer’ slife, resultingin miraculousworks. Paul wrote, “ Does
God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because
you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?’
(v. 5). The obvious answer to Paul’ s rhetorical quegtion is that
we receive the Spirit and work miracles by faith.

In another place Paul wrote that God “has given us the
Spirit as a deposit” in our lives. He continued, “ Therefore . . .
we live by faith, not by sght” (1 Cor. 5:5-7). The one who
desiresto liveinthe Spirit mug, by faith, focus his attention on
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the unseen thingsof the Spirit. He mugt walk by faith and not by
sight.

LiveaYielded Life

A gixth thing one can do to maintain the Spirit’ stouch on
his life isto learn to live a yielded life. Living a yielded life
involves being submitted to the Spirit and His will. It also
involves an attitude of opennessto the Spirit’ spromptings. The
one dediring to live alife in step with the Spirit must livein a
gate of congtant readinessto obey the voice of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus lived such a yielded life. He tedtified concerning
Himself, “ I tell you thetruth, the Son can do nothing by himself;
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever
the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the son
and shows him al he does’ (John 5:19-20). Jesus completely
submitted Himself to the will of His Father. Thiseven included
Hiswillingnessto go to the cross (John 8:28-29).

Inlike manner, the apostieslived livesthat were yielded to
the Holy Spirit. Whatever they did, whether praying (Luke 24:
53; Acts 1:14; 3:1; 4:31), worshiping (Acts 11:15; 13:1-4),
witnessing (Acts1:8; 4:8, 31), ministering (Acts6:8; 16:6-10),
or even conducting church business meetings (Acts 15:28), they
did all under the authority of the Holy Spirit. If we are to walk
in constant communionwiththe Spirit, wetoo must learntolives
that are yielded to God and His purposes.

Cultivate a Sensitive Spirit
Another necessary requirement for living aSpirit-filled life

is spiritual sendtivity. By this we mean the ability to sense in
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one’ s irit what the Spirit is saying and doing. Such spiritual
sendtivity is essential. The one who wants to truly follow the
Spirit must be keen to listen to Hisvoice. He must al so be quick
to respond to what the Spirit says—even to repent when
necessary.

We tune our radiosto the proper station in order to receive
aclear sgnal. In like manner, we must learn to tune our spirits
to the voice of the Spirit of God. The Bible saysthat we must not
harden our hearts to the Spirit’svoice (Heb. 3:8, 15; 4:7). One
way of hardening our heartsto the Spirit’ svoice, and thustuning
out the Spirit, isto look with contempt on manifestations of the
Spirit. Paul said, “Do not put out the Spirit’ s fire; do not treat
prophecies with contempt” (1 Thess. 5:19-20). By treating
prophecieswith contempt we can put out the Spirit’ sfirein our
hearts. We must never be guilty of this foolish Sn againg the

Spirit.

Walk in Obedience

Obedient, holy living is another requirement for
mai ntai ning the Spirit-filledlife. The Holy Spirit canbe grieved,
and our spiritual lives can be quenched by impure living. In
Ephesians 4:29-31 Paul made alist of sinsthat grieve the Holy
Spirit of God:

» Unwholesome talk (corrupt speech, foul words)
 Bitterness (grudges and resentful thoughts)

* Rage (uncontrolled anger)

« Anger (desire to hurt and fight back)

« Brawling (railing, clamor)
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» Slander (abusive and insulting language)
* Malice (dedire to hurt for revenge)

Such unholy actions and attitudes will quench the Spirit’s
moving in our lives. They will grieve Him and cause Him to
depart.

On the other hand, as we obey the voice of the Spirit, His
presence grows stronger. At the same time, we learn to better
follow Him (Heb. 5:14). AsThe Spirit promptsusto witness, to
manifest spiritual gifts, and to pray, we must be quick to obey.
Aswe do, we grow stronger in our spiritual lives.

Life is the Spirit is not an automatic thing. It must be
maintained. We maintain our spiritual lives by giving diligent
attention to them and to the things of the Spirit. We must never
be guilty of allowing the flame of God'’s Spirit to go out in our
lives.

74



- CHAPTER 6 -

THE FELLLOWSHIP

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

e can know God, the Father; we can know Jesus, the Son;

but, someone may ask, can we really know the Holy
Spirit? The answer to that question isaresounding “Yes” And
we can know Him intimately.

The apogle Paul concluded his second letter to the
Corinthians with a blessing: “May the grace of the Lord Jesus
Chrig, and thelove of God, and thefellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14). Notice the phrase “fellowship
of the Holy Spirit.” Thisfellowship of the Spirit isawonderful
privilege of every Spirit-filled Chrigtian.

In our lagt chapter we talked about how a Chrigtian can
maintain his or her walk in the Spirit. In this chapter we will
discuss how a believer may live in daily fellowship with the
Spirit of God. In our discussion of this topic we will ask and
answer three quegtions (1) What is meant by the term
“fellowship of the Holy Spirit”? (2) Why do we each need this
wonderful fellowship with the Spirit?and (3) How can one live
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in daily fellowship with the Spirit of God? Let's begin by
addressing the first question.

WHAT IS MEANT BY THE FELLOWSHIP
OF THE SPIRIT?

What the Fellowship of the Spirit is Not

Before we discuss what is meant by the term “fellowship
with the Holy Spirit,” let’'s first talk about what it does not
mean. It does not mean the following:

1. Smply “ having the Spirit.” Fellowship with the Holy
Spirit does not mean that one has simply been born again, or
even filled with the Spirit. It is more than merely “having the
Spirit.” Although it involves both being born of the Spirit and
being filled with the Spirit (aswe will discusslater) it does not
sop there.

2. A one-time event. Fellowship with the Spirit is not a
sngle event in the Chrigtian life. Nor is it even a series of
events. It is, rather, a daily walk with the Spirit of God. It may
involve events and experiences with the Holy Spirit, but it is
much more.

What the Fellowship of the Spirit Is

If fellowship of the Spirit is more than an experience or an
event in the Chrigian life, then, what exactly isit? Fellowship
with the Holy Spirit isalife of intimate, daily communion with
God through the Holy Spirit.

In order for us to fully undergand the concept of the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, it isimportant that we first know
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the biblical meaning of the word fellowship. The Greek word
which in 2 Corinthians 13:14 is trandated “fellowship,” (or
“communion” in some trandations) is koinonia. This word
means much more than casual acquaintance. It speaks of more
than spending social time together, as at a church social or
fellowship meeting. The word koinonia means deep, loving
communion. It means the sharing of common experiences. It is
the intimate communion that takes place within a family and
between a husband and his wife.

Thisfellowship with the Holy Spirit isa preciousthing. It
brings us into a loving relationship with each member of the
blessed Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Let’slook briefly at each of these relationships.

1. Fellowship with the Father. The fellowship of the Holy
Spirit brings usinto close communionwith our Heavenly Father.
The Bible teaches that it is through the Holy Spirit that God
poursout Hislove into our hearts(Rom. 5:5). Asthe Holy Spirit
moves in a believer's sirit, the believer is able to more fully
comprehend God’ s love, and he is inspired to respond to that
love (1 John 4:19). Asaresult of thisdeep love he feelsfor God,
heisinspired to cry out, “ Abba, Father!” (Rom. 8:15). In this
way the Holy Spirit will bring usinto an intimate rel ationship
with our Heavenly Father.

2. Fellowship with the Son. The Holy Spirit will also bring
usinto intimate rel ati onshi p with the Son. The night before Jesus
was crucified, He said to Hisdisciples, “1 will not |eave you as
orphans, | will come to you” (John 14:18). He was speaking of
coming to them in the person of the Holy Spirit. On the same
occas on, Healso told them that the Father would send the Holy
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Spirit in Hisname (v. 26). And later that same night, Jesustold
Hisdisciplesmore of what the work of the Holy Spirit would be:

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guideyouinto al
truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring
glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to
you. (John 16:13-14)

According to this passage, the Holy Spirit brings us into
fell owship with Jesusin three ways. Firg, He guidesusinto all
truth. (Jesus had jud told his disciples the He was the truth,
[14:6].) Next, He brings glory to Jesus. And, finally, He takes
what belongsto Jesusand givesit to us. Asthe believer walksin
fell owship with the Spirit, heisconsegquently brought into amore
intimate relationship with Jesus.

3. Fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Not only will the Holy
Spirit bring usinto an intimate relationship with the Father and
the Son, He will also bring usinto a loving relationship with
Himself. When the Bible speaks of the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, it is certainly referring to the sweet communion each
believer can have with the Spirit Himself. In the remainder of
this chapter we will focus our attention on this wonderful
relationship we can have with the Spirit of God.
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WHY WE NEED THE FELLOWSHIP
OF THE SPIRIT

Wemust all learntowalk inclosefellowshipwiththe Holy
Spirit for at least two reasons.

We Need His L oving Companionship

The firgt reason we need to live in close communion with
the Holy Spirit is that we need His loving companionship.
Before Jesus went back to heaven He promised, “1 will come
unto you” (John 14:18). He comes to ustoday in the person of
the Holy Spirit. Jesuscalled theHoly Spirit “ another Counsel or”
(v. 16). The Greek words which are here trandated “ another
Counselor,” allos parakletos, make an interesting word study.
The noun parakletosliterally means"one who comesalong sde
to help." The adjective, allos, means another of the same sort.

By calling the Holy Spirit “ allos parakletos’ Jesus was
saying that the Spirit would come to take His place. In other
words, the Holy Spirit would come to us and abide with us, just
as Jesus would if He were here in the flesh. What wonderful,
I oving compani onshi p Hispresence providesto us. How we need
this presence of God inour lives. Like Moses, we must pray, “ If
your Presence does not go with us, do not send us from here”
(Exod. 33:15).

How the disciples must have despaired when Jesus told
them that He was going away. And how they must have doubted
when He said, “It is to your advantage that | go away” (John
16:7, NASB). How could such a thing have been to their
advantage? It is almogt unthinkable, and yet, it wastrue.
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The advantage was that He would return to them in the
person of the Holy Spirit. Then, Hewould not only be with them,
He would be in them (John 14:17). Much more, not only would
He be with them, but He would be with every born again
believer at al times, in every place, inthe entireworld. Imagine
how much it would help if Jesus was with you everywhere you
went. And it istrue, He does go with you, if you are indwelt by
the Holy Spirit.

We Need His Strong Assistance

Another reason we need the fellowship of the Holy Spiritis
that we need the Spirit’ sstrong assistancein our lives. Consder
this: the word parakletos does not smply mean one who comes
aong dde, it means one who comes along sde to lend
assgance. The Holy Spirit will come to usand help usin every
area of our service for God. Later in this book, we will discuss
in detail many of the benefitsof the Spirit’ sindwelling presence.
Here, we will briefly mention only three:

1. Inwitnessing. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would
enable believers to witness. He enables them in at least two
ways. The firg is by empowering them to witness (Acts 1:8).
Withthisdivine empowering comesanointing for ministry (Luke
4:18-19; Acts 10:38), which includes the manifestation of
spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12:8-11). Another way He enables
believersis by imparting the nature of Christ into their lives.
Thisnatureisexemplified by the ninefruit of the Spiritlisted in
Galatians 5:22-23.

2. In peaching and teaching. Not only will the Holy Spirit
enabl e believersto witnessfor Christ, He will also enable them
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in other kindsof ministry. He will aid the Chrigtianworkerinhis
or her preaching and teaching. Just as the Spirit anointed the
preaching and teaching ministry of Jesus and the apostles, He
will also anoint our minigtries today. With this anointing will
come greater understanding and greater persuasive power. The
anointing will also provide divineing ght into the Scripturesand
into the needs of the people. As a result, our preaching and
teaching ministrieswill be greatly enhanced.

3. In conflict with evil. A third way arelationship with the
Spirit will assist usin our ministriesisby giving us power over
evil spirits(Matt. 12:28; Luke 10:19). Gospel ministry involves
challenging and defeating demons (Mark 16:17). Demonic
powers can only be defeated in the power of God. Here again,
the Spirit will bewith usto help usdefeat Satan. The Holy Spirit
dwellsinus, and He isthe One who isstronger than the demonic
srong man (1 John 4:4; Matt. 12:29). How we need the power
and anointing of the Spirit in our minigtries.

There are more waysthat the Spirit will come along sde us
to help usin our service for God; however, these three should
serve as encouraging examples. We will discussthese topicsin
more detail in the lagt three chapters of this book.*

1 You can learn more about the Spirit’ s power to overcome
Satan by reading the author’ s book Power Ministry: How to Minister
inthe Spirit’s Power, published by Africa s Hope, Springfield, MO,
USA.
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HOW WE CAN LIVE IN DAILY
FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SPIRIT

We have discussed how the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
can help us in our lives and in our minigries. We will now
answer the quegtion, “What must one doif he or sheistolivein
daily fellowship with the Holy Spirit?" In answering this
guestion we will address three pertinent issues. (1) the
prerequisitesfor livingindaily fellowshipwiththe Spirit, (2) the
problem we mugt overcome if we areto live in daily fellowship

with the Spirit, and (3) the plan that we mugt follow if we areto
live in daily fellowship with the Spirit.

The Prerequisites

It makes sense that, before one can continue in fellowship
with the Spirit, he mugt first begin hislife in the Spirit. There
are, therefore, two essential spiritual experiencesthat one needs
to live in true and intimate fellowship with the Holy Spirit: he
must have been born again by the Spirit of God, and he must
have been baptized in the Holy Spirit. These two fundamental
spiritual experiences are prerequisites for a life of intimate
fellowship with the Spirit. Let’slook briefly at each:

1. Born of the Spirit (John 3:1-7). Before one can livein
fellowship with the Spirit he or she mus first be born of the
Spirit. We begin our Chrigianliveswith the Spirit of God (Gal.
3:3). Jesus referred to this new beginning as being born again
(John 3:3-7). He said that “flesh gives hirth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit” (v. 6).
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Only the Holy Spirit can impart spiritual life to an
individual. Before oneisborn again, that person hasno capacity
to commune with God. The Bible saysthat the man without the
Spirit cannot understand spiritual things(1 Cor. 2:14). However,
as a result of this new Spirit-given life, a person can now
perceive spiritual things. He can “see the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3). Before one can live in fellowship with the Spirit, he
or she must be truly born from above.

2. Filled with the Spirit (Acts2:1-4). If apersonisto live
in daily fellowship with the Spirit, not only must he be born of
the Spirit, he mugt also be filled with the Spirit. Jesus
characterized this infilling with the Spirit as a baptism in the
Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5). Thisbaptism in the Spirit enlargesone’ s
capacity for spiritual things. The Holy Spirit, who entersone’s
life at the new birth, isnow given greater accessinto every area
of hisor her life. Once a believer hasbeen filled with the Spirit,
heismore acutely aware of the Spirit’ sindwelling presence, and
hislife ismore fully energized by the Spirit’ s abiding power.

The disciples of Jesus are the bedt illustration of thisfact.
Before they were baptized in the Holy Spirit on the Day of
Pentecod, they had very littlespiritual understandingand power.
After they were filled with the Holy Spirit, things were
dramatically different. They demonstrated aspiritual power and
sendtivity to the Spirit they did not have before (Acts 11:12;
13:1-4; 15:28). The same istrue today. The infilling with the
Holy Spirit isan absol ute necessity for any person who wantsto
live in close communion with the Spirit of God.
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The Problem

And yet there is a problem with many whose lives have
been touched by the Spirit of God. Many believers, once they
have been born again, sop there. They never progressany further
in their spiritual experience. They think that through this one
experience they have received all there isto receive from God.
They do not undergstand that they must now go on to be filled
with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

There is, however, a smilar problem among Pentecostal
believers. Many, once they are baptized in the Holy Spirit, Sop
there, and go no further in their spiritual experience. They
foolishly view the experience of Spirit baptismasafinishlinein
the Chrigtian experience, when in reality, it isonly the garting
line. Aswe described it in Chapter 3, the baptism in the Holy
Spirit issmply the gateway into the Spirit-filled life. It isnot to
be viewed smply a goal to be achieved, or aspiritual trophy to
be attained. It israther a glorious entrance into greater service
and fellowship with God.

The Plan

Once a person has been born again and filled with the
Spirit, he must now aim to live in daily fellowship with the
Spirit. But what must he do to achieve this blessed fellowship?
He mugt have a plan for advancement in his spiritual life.

Building arelationship with the Spirit of God ismuch like
building a relationship with any other person. If one wants to
build a stronger relationship with someone else, he mugt plan to
spend time with that person. How el se could he get to know that
individual? In like manner, if we are going to grow in our
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relationship with the Holy Spirit, we must spend time
communing with the Holy Spirit. There are two dynamic ways
that we can commune with the Spirit:

1. Prayer inthe Spirit. The first way we can spend timein
communion with the Holy Spirit is by praying in the Spirit. As
we pray in the Spirit, we grow in our relationship with the Him.
By prayer in the Spirit we mean prayer intongues (1 Cor. 14:2).
As we thus pray in the Spirit, our relationship with the Holy
Spirit grows and becomes stronger. Paul (now David) Y onggi
Cho, pastor of thelargest churchinthe world, Y oido Full Gospel
Churchin Seoul, Korea, givesthistestimony:

| aso speak tongues very much. Speaking in tonguesisthe Holy
Spirit’s language, and when | speak in tongues, | cannot help but
experience His presence in my consciousness. In my own
personal prayer life | pray intongues morethan 60 percent of the
time. | pray in tongues when | sleep. | wake up praying in
tongues. | pray in tongues while | am studying the Bible, and |
pray intonguesduring my persona devotions. |f somehow | ever
lost the gift of the tongues, | think my ministry would be whittled
down to about 50 percent of what it is now. Whenever | speak in
tongues, | cannot help but keep the Holy Spirit in my
consciousness.?

Paul said, “If | pray in atongue, my spirit prays’ ( 1 Cor.
14:14). Asthe Spirit of God moves on and in the Spirit-filled
believer, the believer' s spirit beginsto pray. At such atime an
intimate communion takes place between the believer and the

2 paul Cho Yonggi, Successful Home Cell Groups
(Alachua, FL: Bridge Logos Publishers, 1981), 131.
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Holy Spirit. Could this have been why Paul said, “1 thank God
that | speak in tongues more than all of you”? (v. 18).

2. Prayer to the Spirit. The one desiring a more intimate
relationship with the Holy Spirit should not only pray in the
Spirit, he should also pray to the Spirit. Thisisasecond way we
can spend time in communion with the Holy Spirit.

Jugt as the Father and Jesus are Persons to whom we can
talk, the blessed Holy Spirit is also a Person to whom we can
talk and commune. Cho further commented on this kind of
prayer:

Also, | dwaystry to spend at |east one hour with the Holy Spirit
thefirst thing every morning. No matter what happens, | want to
give Himthat one hour. “Dear Holy Spirit,” | will say, “let'shave
asessiontogether. Let'sread the Bibletogether.” And so together
the Holy Spirit and | sit down and praise God. | worship Jesus
and | read the Scriptures. | lovethe Holy Spirit, and | praise Him,
and together we plan the work.?

When may we spend time in communion with the Spirit?
Like pagtor Cho, we can spend time with Him in the early
morning hours before we begin our day’s work. We can
commune with him all through the day. Aswe go about our daily
activities, we can pray quietly in the Spirit. We can also
fellowship with him aswe lay on our beds at night, just before
we drop off to deep. In fact, we can commune with the Holy
Spirit any time, day or night. He is the Remarkabl e Friend who

*Ibid, 130.
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isalwayswith usto bless and help us. We mugt learn to know
Him better and better each day.

What a wonderful privilege we have, this privilege of
fell owship with the Spirit of God. How foolish we will beif we
neglect this wonderful opportunity. We should all make it our
goal to live in congtant, daily fellowship with the Holy Spirit.
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- CHAPTER 7 -

WALKING

IN THE SPIRIT

egend has it that in the rainforess of the Democratic

Republic of Congo thereisatribal group whose cusom is
to never allow their king's feet to touch the ground. When he
wantsto move from place to place, heiscarried in aroyal litter
by specially-appointed servants. When he alightsfrom hislitter,
amat is always placed on the ground so that his feet will not
touch the soil.

Things are much different for the common people of
Malawi, where My wife, Sandy, and | lived and ministered for
fifteen years. Walking makes up alarge part of their daily lives.
Well over 90% of Maawians don’t own cars, and most don’t
even own a bicycle. Asaresult, Malawians spend many hours
each week walking from place to place. So, when they read
Paul’ sinjunctionto“walk inthe Spirit,” they naturally associate
it with the very fabric of their lives.

Writing to the churches of Galatia, Paul encouraged the
Chrigianstolivetheir livesunder the control of the Holy Spirit.
“Since we live by the Spirit” he said, “let uskeep in sep with
the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25). Not only were they to begin their
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Chrigian livesin the Spirit, they were to continue to live under
the Spirit’ s control.

In this chapter we will focus much of our attention on the
books of Galatians and Romans, where Paul deals
comprehensively with this subject. | recommend that you keep
your Bible opened to these booksasyou work your way through
this chapter. We will discuss three aspects of walking in the
Spirit: (1) the importance of walking in the Spirit, (2) what it
means to walk in the Spirit, and (3) how to walk in the Spirit.
Let’s begin by examining the importance of walking in the

Spirit.

THE IMPORTANCE OF WALKING
IN THE SPIRIT

Too often we Pentecostal s emphasi ze being filled in the
Holy Spirit, but neglect teaching on the subject of walkingin the
Spirit. Thisisindeed tragic, and has caused the spiritual livesof
many Chrigtiansto be sunted. If we are to grow in Chrigt, and
live effective Chrigtian lives, we must learn how to walk in the

Spirit.

Paul Appealsto Our Sense of Reason

Notice how in Galatians 5:25 the apostle appealed to the
Galatianbelievers sense of reason. Hisargument wasasfollows:
Since you have begun your new life in Chrig through the
enablement of the Holy Spirit, doesn’'t it now make sense that
you should continue your life in Himin the same way? Note the
two parts of hisargument:
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1. We live by the Spirit. Paul begins his argument by
reminding the Galatian believers about how they began their
Chrigtian walk—they began it in the Spirit. Thereis, infact, no
other way to begin the Chrigian life. Jesus was very
graightforward in Histeaching on the subject:

I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he
isborn again . . . no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he
isborn of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised a my
saying, “Y ou must be born again.” (John 3:3, 5-7)

We begin our Chrigtian life through the regenerative work
of the Spirit. In the above passage Jesus says three things about
how the Spirit introduces usto our new lifein Chrigt:

* Firg, the Spirit opensour eyesto the thingsof God: “No
one can see the kingdom of God unlessheisbornagain”
(v. 3).

* Next, the Spirit gives us entrance into the kingdom of
God: “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he
isborn of . . . the Spirit” (v. 5).

« Finally, the Spirit regenerates us and gives a new birth:
“Spirit gives birth to soirit . . . So it iswith everyone
born of the Spirit” (vv. 6, 8).

As we have already emphasized in previous chapters, in
addition to beginning the Chrigtian life by being born of the
Spirit, every believer should also begin his Chrigian life by
beingimmediately baptized inthe Holy Spirit. In Gal atians5:25
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Paul was reminding the Galatiansboth of their new birth and
their Spirit baptism. We believe this to be true snce Paul had
just discussed the subject of Spirit baptism with them:

I would like tolearn just one thing from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?. . .
Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you
because you observe the law, or because you believe what you
heard? . . . He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ, so that by
faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. (Gal. 3:2, 14)

These Gal atian believers(according to the New Testament
pattern of Acts 2:38-39) had been filled with the Spirit soon
after being born again (13:52). They were now alive by the
Spirit of God. They had begun their spiritua livesby being born
again and being baptized in the Holy Spirit. Believers today
should begin the same way. They should first be born of the
Spirit; then they should immediately be filled with the Spirit.

2. We must walk by the Spirit. Paul isreasoning like this:
since the Galatians began their new livesin Chrigt through the
powerful inner working of the Holy Spirit, they should now let
the Spirit continue Hiswork in them, directing their lives. The
New English Bible trandates Galatians 5:25 this way: “If the
Spirit is the source of our life, let the Spirit also direct its
course.”

Paul is, in effect, saying, “Now that you have the Spirit,
you should let the Spirit have you!” He exhorts the Galatian
believers, “ Are you s0 foolish? After beginning with the Spirit,
are you now trying to attain your goa by human effort?’ (3:3).
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The following chart helps to illugrate the differences
between living by the Spirit and walking by the Spirit:

Living by the Spirit and Walking by the Spirit
Living by the Spirit Walking by the Spirit
W e begin our new walk in W e continue our new walk in
Christ. Christ.
Through the new birth, the Under the Spirit’s direction, we
Spirit gives us new life now walk in newness of life;
that is, we walk as Christ
walked.
Through the infilling of the We now walk in the power and
Spirit we are given power to anointing of the Spirit. We use
be a witnesses. the Spirit's power to witness
and do the works of Jesus.

Jesus, Our Great Example

Jesusisour great example of Onewho lived and walked in
the Spirit. He is the living illugtration of the concepts we are
discussing in this book. There are many ways Jesus serves as an
example of how we should walk in the Spirit. We will mention
three:

1. He was filled with the Spirit. When Jesus was baptized
by Johninthe Jordan River, He actually received two baptisms.
He was both baptized in water and baptized in the Holy Spirit.
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TheBible says, “ When all the peopl e were being bapti zed, Jesus
was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit descended on himin bodily formlike adove
..." (Luke 3:21-22). From that moment on, Jesus was filled
with, and anointed by, the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1, 14, 18-19;
John 1:32-33; Acts 10:38). Before He returned to heaven, Jesus
commanded Hisfollowersto be filled with the Holy Spirit, just
asHe was (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5).

2. Hereceived directionfromthe Spirit. Jesustedtified that
everything He did, He did under the guidance of Hisheavenly
Father (John 5:19-20, 8:28, 12:49). Thisdivine guidance came
to Him through the Holy Spirit (Matt. 4:1; Mark 1:12; Luke
4:1). Just as Jesus received guidance and direction from the
Father by the Spirit, we asHisfollowers, should in the same way
receive direction from God through the Holy Spirit.

3. Heministered by the Spirit's power. Although Jesuswas
the eternal Son of God, He chose not to miniser in His own
divine power (Phil. 2:7). He rather chose to minigter only inthe
power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:18-19; Acts 10:38). Thisis
most clearly seen in the gospel of Luke:

e “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was
baptized too. And ashe was praying, heaven wasopened
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form
likeadove...” (3:21-22).

o “Jesus, full of theHoly Spirit, returned from Jordan and
was led by the Spirit inthe desert . . .” (4:1-2).

« “Jesusreturned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit...”
(4:14).
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o Jesus tedtified, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me . . .” (4:18).

* “One day ashe wasteaching . . . the power of the Lord
was present for him to heal the sick” (5:17).

* “And the people all tried to touch him, because power
was coming from him and healing them all” (6:19).

Wemug ask the quegtion, “ Why, if JesuswasHimself God,
did He choose to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit rather
than in His own power?’ The answer is clear. He wanted to be
an example to us. He wanted to show us how we, too, can
miniger in the same power and with the same results (cf. John
14:12-16).

WHAT IT MEANS TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT

We have discussed the importance of every Chrigtian
walkinginthe Spirit. Wewill now discusswhat it meansto walk
in the Spirit. A close examination of Paul’s teaching on the
subject in the books of Galatians and Romans reveals that
walking by the Spirit means at least four things:

ToWalk in Holiness

Firdt, to walk by the Spirit means to walk in holiness of
heart and life. Paul ingructed the Galatians believers, “ Live by
the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the snful
nature” (5:16). He further said that those who “ belong to Christ
Jesus’ must learnto walk inthe Spirit by “ crucif[ying] the snful
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nature” (v. 24). Aswethusfollow thedictatesof the Holy Spirit,
we will be lead into alife of Chrigt-like holiness.

In Romans Paul called the Holy Spirit “the Spirit of
holiness’ (1:4) Later in the same letter, he said that, through the
power of the Spirit, “ the righteous requirementsof the law might
be fully met inus’ (8:4). Thus, asone liveshisor her life under
the rule of the Holy Spirit, there will be two results:

1. Compelledtolive holy. The Spirit-filled believer will be
compelled to live aholy life. The Holy Spirit will be present in
his life creating in him a greater awareness of the holiness of
God. The Spirit will also producein himaheightened sensitivity
to sin, convicting himwhenever heistempted to go astray (John
16:8-11).

2. Empoweredto live holy. Not only will the Spirit compel
the Spirit-filled believer to live a holy life, He will also
empower him to do the same. The Spirit will be present in him
to give him power to triumph over temptation and sn (Rom. 8:1-
4, 13). The Spirit-filled Chrigtian will thusbe enabled to live a
victorious, Chrig-like life (Gal. 5:22-23).

ToWalkinLove

Not only does walking by the Spirit mean to walk in
holiness of life, it also means to walk in love. In Galatians 5,
immediately before Paul talked about walking in the Spirit (v.
25), he talked about the fruit of the Spirit (vv. 22-24). He began
by saying “the fruit of the Spiritislove...”

TheBible teachesthat it isthrough the Holy Spirit that we
experience God’ s love: “God has poured out hislove into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us’ (Rom. 5:5).
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Further, it is by the Holy Spirit that we are kept in His love:
“But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy
faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselvesin God'slove
..." (Jude 20-21). No one can say that heistruly walkingin the
Spiritif he doesnot demongtrate the love of God in hisattitudes
and actions.

To Walk in Submission to the Spirit

Further, to walk by the Spirit meansto walk in submission
to the Holy Spirit. Paul taught that “those who live in
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the
Spirit desires’ (Rom. 8:5). The person who is walking in the
Spirit has submitted his or her own will to the will of the Holy
Spirit. Heisno longer motivated by his own selfish desires, but
he humbly and cheerfully submits himself to the desires of the
Spirit. Paul said, “We should let the Spirit direct the course of
our lives’ (Gal 5:25, NEB).

Self-will isthe enemy of the Spirit-filled life. Until we are
willing to fully submit our willsto the will of God, we will never
fully walk by the Spirit. We have but two choices: We can either
“gratify the desires of the sinful nature,” thus living a life
“contrary to the Spirit” (Gal 5:17), or we can submit ourselves
tothe desresof the Spirit and livealife “in sep with the Spirit”
(Gal 5:25).

ToWalk in Faith

Finally, towalk by the Spirit also meanstowalk infaith. A
life in the Spirit is, in fact, a life of faith. Jesus said that the
living waters of the Spirit would flow out of “ whoever believes’
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(John 7:38). Paul asked the Galatians, “ | would liketo learn just
one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the
law, or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After
beginning with the Spirit are you now trying to attain your goal
by human effort?’ (Gal. 3:2-3).

The Galatian believers had begun their life in the Spirit by
“believing what [they] heard.” By faith, they had received the
promise of the Spirit (v. 14). In addition, God had given them
His Spirit and worked miracles among them because they had
believed what they had heard (v. 5). Their life in the Spirit was,
from firgt to lagt, a life of faith. The same is true today. The
person who would walk inthe Spirit, must learntowalk in faith.

REQUIREMENTS FOR WALKING
IN THE SPIRIT

We have discussed the importance of walking in the Spirit
and what it meansto walk in the Spirit. We will now turn our
attention to three essential requirements for walking in the

Spirit:

Be Born of the Spirit

Aswe haveindicated above, the first essential requirement
for walking in the Spirit is being born of the Spirit. No one
should ever be so foolish asto think that he or she can walk in
the Spirit without ever being born of the Spirit.

Have you been born from above? (John 3:3-7). Have you
become anew creationin Chrig?(2 Cor. 5:17). Y ou can receive
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new life in Chrigt today by repenting of your snsand by putting
your faith in Jesus Christ asLord and Savior.

Be Filled and Refilled with the Spirit

In addition to being born of the Spirit, the one who desires
to walk in the Spirit must be continually filled with the Spirit.
We have already mentioned this fact at the beginning of this
chapter, but we feel that this point needs more discussion now.

We mugt never forget that being filled with the Spirit
involves two things It involves being initially baptized in the
Holy Spirit, and it involves repeated refillings with the Spirit.

We see thistruth demondgrated in Paul’ s dealingswith the
Ephesian church. When, during his third missonary journey,
Paul firgt arrived in the city of Ephesus, he met twel ve disciples.
He immediately asked them, “ Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you believed?’ (Acts 19:2). Discovering that they had
never been baptized in the Spirit, he “ placed hishandson them,
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesed” (v. 6). They were, at that moment, initially baptized
in the Holy Spirit.

However, sometime later, Paul wrote these same Ephesian
Chrigtians, encouraging them to continue in the Spirit: “ Do not
get drunk on wine. . .” he exhorted, “but be filled with the
Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). It was not sufficient for them to have been
baptized inthe Spirit some monthsor yearsin the past; they must
be presently empowered by the Holy Spirit.

In a similar manner, Paul exhorted Timothy, his younger
colleague and the miss onary-pagtor of the churchin Ephesus, to
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“dir up the gift of God” which wasin him by the laying on of
Paul’ shands (2 Tim. 1:6). He wastelling the Ephesians, pastor
and people alike, that they should seek fresh refillings of the
Holy Spirit. They should learn to daily walk in the Spirit’s
power and fellowship.

Onemay ask, “ How can one receive such daily infillingsof
the Holy Spirit?’ Jesusanswersthisquegtion for us “Ask and it
will be given toyou; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9). We know that Jesus was
here talking about receiving the Holy Spirit for Heimmediately
said, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good
giftstoyour children, how much morewill your Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (v. 13).

Thetense of the Greek verbsin thisverse indicate repeated
or continuous action. A more literal trandation of verse 9, as
discussed in Chapter 5, would therefore be, “ Keep on asking and
you will keep on receiving; keep on seeking and you will keep
on finding; keep on knocking and doors will continually be
opened unto you.” The secret to continued refillings of the Holy
Spirit iscontinued asking. We should daily—even several times
each day—ask the Holy Spirit to fill us.

Thistruthisalsotaught in Ephesians5:18, where Paul said,
“Befilled with the Spirit.” Don Stampscommentson thisverse:

“Befilled” (present passive imperative) carries the meaning in
the Greek of “repeatedly being filled.” God's children must
experience constant renewal (3:14-19; 4:22-24; Rom. 12:2) by
repeatedly being filled with the Holy Spirit . . . Christiansare to
be baptized in the Holy Spirit after conversion (see Acts 1:5;
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2:4), yet they are to filled with the Spirit repeatedly for worship,
service and witness.. . .!

We conclude: Towalk inthe Spirit one must be continually
filled with the Spirit. This continual filling with the Spirit
involves both being initially baptized in the Spirit and daily
repeated refillings with the Holy Spirit.

Sow to the Spirit

A third essential requirement for walking by the Spirit is
“sowing to the Spirit.” Paul further taught that we walk in the
Spirit by sowing to the Spirit: “ The one who sowsto please his
sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who
sows to please the Spirit; from the Spirit will reap eternal life”
(Gal. 6:8).

It isimportant that we understand the literary context of this
verse—a discusson on living by the Spirit (5:16, 25). In
Galatians 5:16-6:9 Paul contrasted sowing to the Spirit with
sowing to the sinful nature. He taught that sowing to the snful
nature produces a harvest of fleshy acts (5:19-20), and
eventually resultsin degtruction (6:8). Just the opposite happens
when one sows to the Spirit. Sowing to the Spirit resultsin a
harvest of spiritual fruit (5:22-23) and results in eternal life
(6:8).

One way we can sow to the Spirit is by focusing our
thoughts on the things of the Spirit of God. Paul taught that

! Don Stamps, Full Life Study Bible: New | nternational
Version (Springfield, MO: Life Publishers International, 1990), 1834.
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“those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds
set on what the Spirit desres’ (Rom. 8:5-9). We must never
allow the things of the world to distract us from the things that
God desires.

Another way a Christian can sow to the Spirit isto do those
things that please the Spirit of God. These things include holy
living, acts of love and kindness, and quick obedience to the
Word of God. It should be the aim of every Chrigiantolive his
life under the Spirit’s control. “If we live by the Spirit, we
should also walk by the Spirit.”
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SPEAKING IN TONGULS

WHAT GOOD IS IT?

y friend and | had been talking for over an hour. The

young Baptigt preacher had come to my home to discuss
beingfilled withthe Holy Spirit. Aswe talked about the benefits
of the Spirit-filled life, he became more and more excited. Then,
| said to him, “Whenyouarefilled with the Spirit you will speak
intongues.” | watched ashisfacefell. He asked apprehensively,
“Do | haveto speak intongues?’ | replied, “ No, you don’'t have
to gpeak in tongues, you get to speak in tongues. It is not a
punishment. It is the wonderful privilege of every Spirit-filled
believer!” Then he asked me, “But what good is speaking in
tongues?’

In this chapter we will seek to answer my friend's query
about speaking in tongues. In doing this, we will answer two
important questions: (1) what is speaking in tongues? and (2)
what good isit?
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WHAT IS SPEAKING IN TONGUES?

It is important that we have a very clear idea of what
gpeaking in tongues actually is. We need this undergtanding in
our own spiritual walk. We also need to understand the practice
of gpeakingintonguesso we can explainitsmeaning and usesto
others.

Often Spoken About in the New T estament

As with the baptism in the Holy Spirit, the practice of
speaking in tongues is not an invention of the modern
Pentecogtal or charismatic movements. Speakingin tongueswas
the common practice of New Testament Chrigtians. Tongues are
often spoken about in the New Testament. Let’s look at five
places where the practice of speaking in tongues is mentioned:

1. The Great Commission. In His Great Commisson to the
church Jesus told His disciples that they would speak in new
tongues. He said that speaking in tongues was to be one of the
sgns of believers as they went into all the world to preach the
gospel: “ And these Sgnswill accompany those who believe: In
my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new
tongues’ (Mark 16:17).

The implication is obvious. Aswe go forth preaching the
gospel, we should expect the new believersto speak in tongues.
Thisability to gpeak in tongues comesfrom being baptized inthe
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). The message of the baptismin the Spirit
isacentral feature of true gospel preaching (Acts2:17-18, 33,
38-39; 3:19-20).
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2. The Day of Pentecost. When the Holy Spirit was poured
out on the Day of Pentecog “all of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them” (Acts 2:4). Not only did the twelve apogles
speak in tongues, but every one of the 120 believers who were
gathered with them spokein tongues. Thisgroup included Mary,
the mother of Jesus, aswell asthe brothers of Jesus (Acts1:14).

3. The Book of Acts. Throughout the book of Acts we
discover believersspeaking intongues. Thefirg timewasonthe
Day of Pentecost, as mentioned above. Another isfound in Acts
10. On this occason the Holy Spirit came upon the people
gathered at the house of Cornelius. Asaresult, “ they heard them
speakingintonguesand praising God” (v. 46). Morethan twenty
years|ater, when Paul, on histhird missionary journey, arrived
in Ephesus, he found twelve disciples. The Bible says, “When
Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them,
and they spoke in tongues and prophesied” (Acts19:6).

4.1 Corinthians12-14 . Paul taught concerning the gift of
tongues. In his firg letter to the Corinthians he mentioned
tonguesin histwo ligtings of spiritual gifts(12:10, 28). Heaso
spoke of “the tongues of men and of angels’ (13:1). He further
taught extensively concerning the proper use of the gift of
tonguesin public worship (14:11-33).

5. Romans 8:26. When in this verse Paul says that “the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot
express,” he is likely referring to the practice of praying in
tongues (cf. 1 Cor. 14:14). Paul could have also been referring
to other forms of Spirit-inspired prayer.
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No honest student of the Bible can deny the fact that
speaking intonguesisabiblical practice. The Bible teachesthat
speaking in tongues will continue as a practice in the church
until second coming of Jesus (Acts 2:39; 1 Cor. 13:8-10).

Speaking in Tongues Defined

Let’ s now define speaking in tongues. We will do this by
citing four scriptural truths about the practice:

1. A spiritual experience. Speaking in tongues is a
experience with the Spirit of God. It isan experience common to
Spirit-filled believersaround theworld. It occurswhen the Spirit
of God moves upon the spirit of a yielded disciple. Under the
direction of the Spirit of God, he beginsto speak in alanguage
he has never learned (Acts 2:1-4).

2. Asupernatural experience. Not only i sspeaking tongues
aspiritual experience, it is also a supernatural experience. The
Bible says that on the Day of Pentecos there came a sound
“from heaven” like a blowing wind (Acts 2:2). Thisindicates
that the disciples experience on that day, which included
speaking in tongues, had its origin in heaven. Paul described
speaking in tongues as a “ manifegation of the Spirit” (1 Cor.
12:7). In other words, speaking in tongues is a supernatural
experience coming from the Spirit of God.

3. A real language. Third, speaking in tonguesis a real
language, not unintelligible gibberish, or “ ecgtatic speech,” asit
isincorrectly rendered in Goodspeed’ strandation." It isaactual

! Edgar Goodspeed, The New Testament: An American
Tranglation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1948).
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language. It can be in any human language or dialect, or it can
be a heavenly language:

¢ Ahuman language. Onthe Day of Pentecost the people
heard the 120 speaking in their own native languages.
“Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Are not all these men
who are speaking Galileans? Then how isit that each of
us hears them in his own native language? ” (Acts2:7-
8). They were speaking in known human languages.

* A heavenly language. Speaking in tongues can also be
in a heavenly language. Paul taught that when a person
is gpeaking in tongues he could be speaking in the
“tongues of men” or “of angels’ (1 Cor. 13:1).

4. Auniversal experience. Finally, speaking intonguescan
be described as a universal experience. That is, it is an
experience for all believers. Jug as the baptism in the Holy
Spirit isan experience for all Chrigians (Acts 2:17-18, 39), its
companion experience, speaking in tongues, is also an
experience for all Chrigians. We say thisfor three reasons:

* Jesus said that tonguesisasign that can be expected to
accompany “those who believe” (Mark 16:17).

e On the Day of Pentecost “all of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues’
(Acts 2:4). Pentecog thus became the pattern for all
generations of Chrigtians (2:29).

« Paul told the Corinthian believers, “1 would like every
one of you to speak in tongues’ (1 Cor. 14:5).
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Every Chrigtian should desire and expect to befilled with
the Spirit and to speak in tongues as the Spirit gives utterance.
Paul wrote to the Corinthian church saying, “ What then shall we
say brothers? When you come together, everyone hasa hymn, a
word of ingruction, a revelation, atongue or an interpretation.
All of these mugt be done for the strengthening of the church” (1
Cor. 14:26). Notice that Paul said that, “everyone . . . has a
tongue.” This does not mean that everyone will speak a public
message in tongues in every gathering of the church. It does
imply, however, that any Spirit-filled believer canbeusedinthis
manner to edify the church asthe Spirit wills.

SIX BENEFITS OF SPEAKING IN
TONGUES IN PRIVATE DEVOTIONS

Now that we have defined speaking in tongues, we will
answer the quedtion, “ Of what benefit is speaking in tongues?’
In order to properly answer this question an explanation is
needed. Scripturally, speaking in tongues can be divided into
two broad categories: private tongues and public tongues. As
such, prayer in tongues has both private and public functions. It
al 0 has both personal aswell as corporate benefits.

We will firgt discuss how the spiritual life of anindividual
believer can be benefitted by praying in tongues. Here, we will
not be talking about “ messagesin tongues’ that are spoken in
public worship services. (Wewill discussthat subject laterinthis
chapter.) We will rather be talking primarily about prayer in
tonguesduring abeliever’ sprivate devotional time. Thiskind of
prayer in tongues is sometimes referred to as one’'s “ personal
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prayer language.” The Bible speaks of six personal benefits of
praying in tongues in this manner:

Builds One Up Spiritually

The first way prayer in tongues can benefit an individual
believer is that, as he prays in tongues, he receives spiritual
strength and blessing. Paul said, “He who speaks in a tongue
edifieshimself” (1 Cor. 14:4). Infact, speaking intonguesisthe
only spiritual gift about which the Bible specifically states that
it edifiesthe person administering it. Asone spendstime before
God praying in tongues, he receives spiritual strength.

K egps One Conscious of the Presence

Another way that praying in tongues benefits the believer
isby helping him or her to remain conscious of the presence of
the Holy Spirit within. How important it isfor every believer to
be congantly aware of the indwelling presence of the Spirit.
Such an awareness can be a source of great joy and confidence.
Speaking of the Holy Spirit, Jesus promised Hisdisciples, “He
iswith you and will beinyou” (John 14:17). The Holy Spirit
abidesin the life of every true Chrigian (Rom. 8:9); however,
many Chrigians must admit that they seldom really sense His
indwelling presence. One remedy for this problem is prayer in
the Spirit. As many Spirit-filled believers can tegtify, daily
praying in tongues makes one more conscious of the Spirit
dwelling indde.

HelpsOne Learnto More Fully Trust God
A third way that gpeakingintonguesbenefitstheindividual
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believer isthat it helpshim or her learn to more fully trust God.
This is because speaking in tongues is an act of faith and
abandonment to God. In order to pray in the Spirit, one must
yield himself to God and put hiscompletetrust in Him. He must
believe that God will guide hisprayer. Asthe believer praysthus
in the Spirit, he learnsto more fully trust in God and Hisgrace.

Eliminates Selfishness from Entering Our Prayers

Another way that praying intonguesbenefitsthe believer’'s
spiritual lifeisthat it hel psto eliminate sel fishnessfrom entering
into his or her prayers. Try as we may, we cannot totally
eliminate selfishness from our prayers. They inevitably turn
inward to our own needs and concerns. All too often we forget
the many needs of people around us and around theworld. Here
again, the Spirit helpsus. Asweyield ourselvesto Him, He will
pray through us “with groans that words cannot express’ (Rom.
8:26). And Hewill pray according tothe benevolent will of God
(v. 27). Asaresult, our prayerswill become, aswerethe prayers
of Jesus, selfless and others-centered.

A Perfect Outlet for Praise and Worship

A fifth personal benefit of speaking intonguesisthatitis
a perfect outlet for praise and worship. The Spirit of God helps
us in our worship of God by lifting our hearts to God (Rom.
8:15). Often He will take over our prayers, and worship God
through usin tongues. Paul taught that the person who speaksin
an unknowntongue is* praising God with [hig] spirit” and giving
thanksto Him (1 Cor. 14:16). Isit any wonder, then, that Paul
exulted, “ So what shall | do?1 will pray withmy spirit . . . | will
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sing with my spirit?’ (v. 15). How wonderful it isto have the
Holy Spirit come into our worship time and raise our spiritsto
God in praise and worship in a brand new tongue.?

The Scriptural Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit

Thereisanother personal benefit of speaking intongueswe
should mention before we finish this discusson. Aswe learned
in Chapter 4, speaking in tonguesisthe first indication that a
person has been baptized in the Holy Spirit. The truly Spirit-
baptized believer need never doubt whether he has received the
Holy Spirit. He doesn’t need to blindly “take it by faith,” as
some have suggested. He knowsthat he has been filled with the
Spirit because God has given him a beautiful new prayer
language as evidence of his Spirit baptism.

THREE BENEFITS OF SPEAKING IN
TONGUES IN PUBLIC WORSHIP

We have discussed six benefits of speaking in tongues to
the personal life of the individual believer. We will now talk
about three scriptural benefitsof tonguesin public worship. Note
that we are now speaking of the tongues as a gift of the Holy
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:10, 28) rather than tonguesasa personal prayer
language (1 Cor. 14:18-19) or asthe evidence that one hasbeen
baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; 10:46).

2 For amore thorough discussion of this subject see
Chapter 12, “Worship in the Spirit.”
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The Gift of Tongues

In1 Corinthians14 Paul givesclear ingructionsconcerning
the benefitsand uses of thiswonderful gift in public worship. He
saysthat it isalwaysto be used with the gift of the interpretation
of tongues (1 Cor. 14:5, 27). He further sates that the primary
purpose of this, as with all spiritual gifts, is to build up the
church (1 Cor. 14:12, 26).

Three Benefits

When properly exercised, the gifts of tongues and the
interpretation of tongues bring great blessing to a congregation.
The exercise of the these twin gifts has three primary benefits

1. Communicating divine truth. Firg, the gift of tongues,
along with the gift of interpretation of tongues, is a God-
ordained method of communicating divine truth to a
congregation. Paul saysthat the gift of tongues, when followed
by the gift of the interpretation of tongues, can be considered as
a prophetic message to a congregation (1 Cor. 14:5). Through
the tandem use of these gifts, God can communicate a prophetic
word to a congregation of believers.

In 1 Corinthians 14:8 Paul compares speaking in tongues
with interpretation to a battle trumpet calling a company of
soldiersto battle. Then, inverse 21, he quotesthe prophet Isaiah
and saysthat God uses* strange tongues’ to speak to his people
(28:11-12). Thisuse of the gift of tonguesiswhat we commonly
refer to in Pentecogtal circlesasa“ message in tongues.” When
used with the gift of theinterpretation of tongues, it isa powerful
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way through whichthe Holy Spirit can communi cate divinetruth
to a gathered body of believers.

2. Prophetic prayer. Not only can the gift of tongues
function as a means of communicating divine truth to a
congregation, it can also serve as a means of Spirit-directed
prayer for the congregation. Note that Paul says when one is
speaking in tongues, he is speaking primarily to God for “he
does not speak to men but to God” (1 Cor. 14:2). He then says
that such a prayer in tongues should be interpreted “ so that the
church may be edified” (v. 5).

While the typical Pentecoga church is familiar with
“messagesin tongues,” whereby God speaks to a congregation
through the gifts of tongues and interpretation, most Pentecostal
congregations are not familiar with the gift of tongues as a
Spirit-directed prayer on behalf of the congregation. This is
tragic, especially snce, according to Paul, this seemsto be the
primary use of the gift of tongues.

This use of the gift of tongues, which is sometimes called
“prophetic prayer,” functionsmuch like amessagein tongues. It
is, however, not a message to the church, but a Spirit-directed
prayer to God in an unknown tongue. Think of it. It is a prayer
fromthe Spirit to God on our behal f! Like a message in tongues,
it isinterpreted into the language of the congregation. Imagine
how a congregation can be blessed asit hearsthe Spirit Himself
praying for them through the gifts of tongues and the
interpretation of tongues.

We mugt insert a warning here. We do this because, when
improperly used, tongues can also serve as a negative sign to
unbelievers who come into our churches. When not used
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according to the guidelines set forth by Paul in 1 Corinthians14,
vigtorsto the church may even say that Spirit-filled Chrigtians
are out of their minds (v. 23). It isimportant, therefore, that we
learn what the Bible teaches about the proper use of the gift of
tongues. And it isequally important that we gtrictly follow those
guidelines.®

3. Asign that God ispresent. Thereisathird way that the
gift of tongues can benefit a congregation. It can serve asasign
to unbelievers in the congregation that God is present in the
midst of His people. Paul speaks of this use of the gift of
tongues “Tongues, then are a sign, not for believers, but for
unbelievers’ (1 Cor. 14:22). How can the gift of tongues serve
asasign for unbelievers? It can serve asa Sgn to unbelieversin
two ways.

A trumpet call. Firg, when properly administered, the gift
of tongues makes the unbeliever to know that God is present in
the congregation, and that He is ready to speak to His people.
Just asin ancient times a trumpet call signaled the fact that an
important announcement was about to take place, tonguescan be
a dgna to the unbeliever that something important and
supernatural istaking place. The unbeliever isthus prepared to
listen closely to the interpretation that follows.

A miraculous word. There is a second way tongues can
serve asasgnto unbelievers. This happenswhen the speaker in
tongues speaks in alanguage unknown to himself but known to

® For an extended discussion on the proper used of tongues
in public worship see the author’ s book Power Ministry: Howto
Minister in the Spirit’s Power, chapter 8, “ Pastoring the Spiritual
Gifts,” published by Africa s Hope, Springfield, MO, USA.
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an unbeliever who is present in the congregation. It is a
convincing sign of God’ s miracul ous presence.

Thisiswhat happened on the Day of Pentecost. The people
were amazed and wondered at the meaning of the disciples
speaking in their own languages, which were unknown to the
speakers (Acts 2:11-12). This gave Peter the opportunity to
gtand and explain to them what was happening (vv. 14-21). As
a result many came to the Lord. In his book Spoken By the
Spirit,* Ralph Harris has recorded many testimonies of those
who, under the Spirit’ singpiration, spoke in languages unknown
to them but understood by foreign language speakers present.

Prayer in tongues, whether used in private devationsor in
public worship, can bring tremendous spiritual blessing. We
should not neglect the use of thiswonderful gift from God. In our
private devotions we should pray in the Spirit daily. In our
church services we should welcome the proper use of the gift of
tongues with interpretation.

* Ralph Harris, Spoken By the Spirit: Documented
Accounts of “ Other Tongues’ From Arabic to Zulu (Springfield,
MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1973).

115



116



- CHAPTER 9 -

OVERCOMING
TEMPTATION

THROUGH THE POWER
OF THE SPIRIT

here is the gory of the mother who caught four-year-old

Johnny with his hand in the cookie jar. “Johnny,” she
pleaded, “why can't you just be good?’ He answered, “Oh,
mom, it makes me tired to be good.” One way in which every
believer strugglesisin the area of temptation and sin. Let’ sface
it, sometimesit just makes ustired to be good.

In this chapter we will discuss how the Spirit enablesusto
overcome temptation. We will firg talk about temptation in
general. Then, we will talk about how the Holy Spirit can give
usvictory over temptation and sin.
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UNDERSTAND WHAT THE BIBLE
SAYS ABOUT TEMPTATION

To win the battle over temptation, the believer must
undergand what the Bible teaches about the nature of
temptation. There are five truths which we must all understand
about temptation:

We Must All Cope with Temptation

It cannot be avoided. Temptationisapart of every person’s
life. Whether sinner or saint, no matter what age or gtation in
life, everyone faces temptation. The Bible sates clearly that
“every man is tempted” (James 1:14, KJV). Even Jesus was
tempted! (Matt. 4:1-11; 26:36-42; Heb. 4:15).

We must alsorealize, however, that being tempted isnot in
itself an. Jesuswastempted, “yet without sn” (Heb. 4:15). One
commits sin only when he lingers and yields to the temptation.
One preacher said, “Y ou cannot keep the birdsfrom flying over
your head, but you can keep them from nesting in your hair.” In
the same manner, we cannot keep temptati onsfrom coming our
way, but we can keep from yielding to them.

Victory is Possible

A second truth we must understand about temptationisthat
it is possble to be victorious over temptation. God will
alwaysprovide away out of the temptation. Paul encouraged the
Corinthian believers.
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No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.
And God isfaithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a
way out so that you can stand up under it. (1 Cor. 10:13)

In every temptation God offersusHis power to overcome.
We are not hel pl ess puppets to Satan, nor or we daves to our
own fleshly lugs, but we can win the battle againg temptation.
Through the power of the Spirit we have been given “ everything
we need for lifeand godliness’ (2 Pet. 1:3). By that same power
we can win the battle againg temptation and sin.

The Sources of Temptation

To triumph over temptation we must also understand
something about the sources of temptation. The Bible teaches
that there are three sources of temptation. One of these sources
isfrom within the individual, the other two come from without.
From within we are tempted by the luds that spring from our
own carnal nature. From without, we are tempted by the world
and by evil spirits. It isthrough the power of the Holy Spirit that
we are ableto overcome each source of temptation. Let’ sdiscuss
each of these three sources of temptation:

1. Our own carnal nature. Our first source of temptationis
our own carnal natures. Every person has a carnal nature. The
Bible teaches that we have all inherited this depraved, snful
nature from our forefather, Adam (Rom. 5:12). It isthrough this
carnal nature that we are tempted to Sn. As such, temptation
comes from the inside. James wrote that “ each one is tempted
when, by hisown evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed”
(James 1:14). Thesetemptationsinclude “the cravingsof sinful
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man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and
does’ (1 John 2:16).

Man's depraved nature is his natural inclination to sin.
Jesus was speaking of humankind’ s depraved nature when He
said,

For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance, and folly. All of these things
come from inside and make aman “unclean.” (Mark 7:21-23)

This depraved nature delights in rebelling againg the laws of
God (Rom. 8:7). It finds it very difficult and unnatural to do
what isright and good.

2. Theworld. The Chrigian’ s second source of temptation
is the world. Unlike temptation that comes from man’s inner
carnal nature, thistemptation comesfrom the outside. When the
Bible speaks of the world, it is often talking about thisworld’ s
scheme of things. It is speaking of the systems and values of
unregenerate society. These sysems include the arts the
entertainment industry, commerce, politics, religion, and even
educational systems. The Bibleteachesthat the wholeworld lies
under the controlling influence of Satan (1 John 5:19). It is set
againgt God.

John commands Chrigians, “Do not love the world or
anything in the world. If anyone lovesthe world, the love of the
Father isnot in him” (1 John 2:15). And yet, we know that the
world holds a great attraction for the natural man. Great
temptations often come from our fascination with the things of
the world.
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3. Bvil spirits. A third source of temptation for Christians
isevil spirits. We are again tempted from without by the devil
and demons. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were
tempted by the Serpent, Satan (Gen. 3:1-7; Rev. 20:2). In the
New Tegament Satan is called “the tempter” (Matt. 4:3; 1
Thess. 3:5). Just as Jesuswasenticed by Satan in the wilderness
to turn from His misson and commitment to God, we are also
tempted by evil spirits to turn from God's misson and our
commitment to that mission.

The Battlefield

Not only mug the Chrigian understand the sources of
temptation, he must al o understand the arena of temptation. By
this we mean that he must know where the battle for good and
evil is fought. The believer must understand two things about
this battle for hissoul:

1. Amental battle. Today we hear muchtalk about spiritual
warfare. It istalked about asif it is something that takes place
somewhere “out there” in some digant spiritual realm. While
there is some limited truth in this satement, it isonly a small
part of the truth. The vast majority of spiritual warfare is right
now taking place in the hearts and minds of men and women.
The Bible describes this spiritual warfare asfollows:

For though we live inthe world, we do not wage war astheworld
does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that
setsitself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive
every thought, to make it obedient to Christ. (2 Cor. 10:3-5)
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Notice carefully that, in this verse, Paul identifies our
minds as the arena where spiritual warfare takes place. It
involves “thoughts” “arguments,” and “pretensons” The
battlefield isour own thought lives.

2. A gpiritual battle. Not only is the battle against
temptation a mental battle, it isalso aspiritual battle. Paul said
that “the weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the
world” (2 Cor. 10:4). He went on to say that these weaponshave
“divine power.” On another occason Paul taught that our
struggle “isnot againg flesh and blood, but againg . . . spiritual
forces of evil” (Eph. 6:12). Ours is a spiritual sruggle. Our
battle with temptation and sin will never be won if we use the
weapons of thisworld. We must use the spiritual weapons that
God provides.

Never Say, “I Can't Resist”

A final thing we must know about temptation isthat, when
a Chrigian istempted, he or she can never truthfully say, “ This
temptation is too great for me. | cannot ress it.” People
undergoing temptation often complain. They accuse others, and
sometimes even God. Nevertheless, according to James 1:13,
and 1 Corinthians 10:13 there are four things that a Chrigtian
can never say when he istempted:

1. “1 am being tempted by God.” When someone faces a
temptation, he cannot point hisfinger at God and say, “God is
the tempter.” The reasonisclear: “For God cannot be tempted
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone” (James 1:13). If thisis s,
then where does the temptation come from? The Bible answers
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thisquestion: “ Each one istempted when, by hisown evil desire,
he isdragged away and enticed” (v. 14).

2. “1 am the only one who has ever been tempted like
this.” Often, when a person faces a severe temptation, he feels
asif heisbeing tempted in away that no other person has ever
suffered. In hisdespair he istempted to ask the quegtion, “ Why
is God allowing me to be tempted thisway? | am sure that no
one else has ever being tempted like thisl” But the Bible says
that we should never make this satement because “no
temptation has seized you except what is common to man” (1
Cor. 10:13).

Anytime we are tempted, we can know that others,
somewhere in the world, are experiencing the same temptation,
and through the power of the Spirit many are triumphing over it.
We can, therefore, take courage knowing that, if they can
overcome the temptation, so can we.

3. “This temptation is too strong for me to resist.”
Another thing a Chrisian must never say when he is being
tempted is that the temptation is too great to resst. John
declared, “ The one who isin you isgreater than the one who is
in the world” (1 John 4:4). Paul encouraged the Corinthian
believers, “God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you canbear” (1 Cor. 10:13). God iswatching over
our souls. In Hisbenevolent providence He will not allow any of
usto be tempted in away that we cannot res <.

4. " Thereis no way out of thistemptation but to yield to
it.” A final thing that we cannot truthfully say when we face
temptation is, “1 must yield to thistemptation; there is no other
choice.” TheBible says, “ But when you are tempted, [God] will
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provide a way out S0 that you can stand up under it” (1 Cor.
10:13).

What then shall we conclude from these truths? We
conclude that the battle with temptation is always winnable—if
we will learnto live in sep with the Spirit. Thisbringsusto the
second thing we must know about overcoming temptation.

WE MUST KNOW HOW THE SPIRIT
HELPS US TRIUMPH OVER
TEMPTATION

We now come to the most important part of this chapter,
where we discuss some very practical sepsone can take towin
the battle over temptation. The Bible speaks of four tactics a
Chrigtian can employ to emerge victorious over temptation and
sn:

Be Filled with the Spirit

The action that every Chrigian must take if he or sheisto
have victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil, isto be
filled with the Spirit. The reader will note that we have already
suggested thistactic in previous chapters. He should also know
that we will sugged it again in the following chapters. This is
because being filled with the Spirit is at the very heart of the
Spirit-filled life.

Paul explained how the Holy Spirit helps us overcome
temptation: “If you live according to the sinful nature, you will
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the
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body, youwill live” (Rom. 8:13). It isonly through the power of
the Spirit that we can have victory over temptation. Meditate
carefully on the following Bible passages from the book of
Galatians.

e “Liveby the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires
of the sinful nature” (5:16).

» “Those who belong to Chrigt Jesus have crucified the
snful nature with its passions and desires’ (5:24).

* “Sincewelive by the Spirit, let uskeep in step with the
Spirit” (5:25).

You will notice that, in each case, Paul issaying that it is
through the indwelling power of the Spirit that we are able to
face and defeat temptation when it comesto us.

Avoid Temptation

A second very practical way to triumph over temptationis
to Smply avoid those things which tempt usto sn. Jesus taught
usto pray, “Lead usnot into temptation but deliver usfrom the
evil one” (Matt. 6:13). Certainly, if we are going to ask God to
not lead usintotemptation, then we must oursel vesseek to avoid
the same. Paul instructed the Romansto “walk properly.” Then
he said, “Make no provison for the flesh to fulfill itslugts’
(Rom. 13:13-14, NKJV). One sure way we can do this by
avoiding temptations.

We areto gtay away from those placeswhere “ the flesh has
itsfling” (cf. Rom. 13:14). This could include such places as
bars, discos, and theaters. Paul ingtructed Timothy, hissoninthe
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faith, to “flee the evil desires of youth” (2 Tim. 2:22). Just as
Joseph fled from the sexual advances of Potiphar’ s wife (Gen.
39:7-12), we mugt flee every appearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22).
David prayed, “1 will be careful to lead a blamelesslife . . . |
will walk in my house with a blameless heart. | will set before
my eyesno vilething” (Ps. 101:2-4). Wetoo, if we are going to
be victorious over temptation and sin, must not set any vilething
before our eyes. This includes pornographic books and
magazines, lewd music and videos and unclean televison
programs.

Clothe Y ourself in Christ

Making no provisonfor the snful natureisone way wecan
overcome temptation. Another is to clothe ourselves with the
Lord Jesus Chridt. Ligten to Paul’ s words. “ Clothe yourselves
with theLord JesusChrist, and do not think about how to gratify
the desires of the sinful nature” (Rom. 13:14).

Accordingtoverse 12 of the same chapter, to clothe onesel f
in Jesusisto “put on the armor of light.” In Ephesians 6 this
armor of light is called the “full armor of God” (vv. 11, 13). If
you will put on thisarmor, you will be able to “take your sand
againg the devil’s schemes’ (v. 11). Then, “when the evil day
comesyou will be ableto stand your ground” (v. 13). Thisarmor
of the Spirit includes truth, righteousness, preparedness, faith,
salvation, the Word of God, and prayer in the Spirit. As the
Spirit-filled Chrigtian clothes himself in thisarmor, and thusin
the character of Chrigt, he will be able to sand againgt any
temptation.
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L earn the Secret of Resisting and Yielding

A final tactic for overcoming temptation is the spiritual
tactic of “resging and yielding.” Before we discuss this
powerful tactic for overcoming temptation, it will be helpful if
we firg look at what happens when a Chrigian yields to
temptation and commits sin. When faced with a temptation, the
Chrigian will always have to make two bad choicesin order to
giveinto that temptation and commit sin: First, he will have to
yield himself to the temptation. Secondly, he will have to resst
the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

Because the Holy Spirit dwellswithin him, the Spirit-filled
Chrigian will alwayshave to resst the Spirit before he can gn.
Thisisbecause the Spirit will be congtantly vigilant, urging to
himto avoid the sin (John 16:8-11). Therefore, before abeliever
can sn, he will have to both yield to the temptation and res st
the Holy Spirit.

But the reverse is also true. In order to overcome the
temptation, the Chrigian will have to do jus the opposite of
what he had to do in order to sin (see chart below.) To sn, he
had to yield to the temptation, now, in order to overcome, he
must resi & the temptation. In like manner, in order tosin, he had
to ress the Holy Spirit, nhow in order to overcome the
temptation, he will have to yield to the Holy Spirit.
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ToSin To Overcome
A Christian Must . . . A Christian Must . . .
Yield to the temptation Resist the temptation
Resist the Spirit Yield to the Spirit

When used together, these two spiritual tactics, resisting
and yielding, are a powerful, unbeatable team against any
temptation to sin. Let's look more closely at each of these
tactics

1. Resisting. Fird, in order to overcome temptation, the
Chrigian mugt firmly resist the temptation. We al understand
resging. It isaconsciousfreewill choice that we make not to do
something. It isan act of inner self control. Such self control is
one of the fruit of the Spirit-filled life (Gal. 5:23). When a
temptation from the devil comes, we must steadfastly resst it (1
Pet. 5:9).

Although resisting temptation isessential, it isnot enough.
Paul vividly describesthe futility of trying to resist temptation
inone’ sown grengthin Romans 7:18-25. There he describesthe
frugration of congant failure when he says, “For | have the
desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out” (v. 18).
Resist we mug, but it is not enough!

2. Yielding. This brings us to the second, and more
powerful, tactic for overcoming temptation—the tactic of
yielding to the Spirit. As mentioned above, when a Chrigtian
faces temptation, the Holy Spirit is there to convict him and
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encourage him to do what is right. In order to overcome the
temptation the Christian must now begintoyield himself tothese
inner promptings of the Spirit. No matter how small or
inggnificant they may seem, he must conscioudy yield himself
to them.

Thetemptation may loomlarge and powerful, andthevoice
of the Spirit may seem small and faint. What isthe bewildered
believer to do in such a case? He must turn to the Spirit! He
must yield himself to the Spirit’ sinner urgings. Ashe doesthis,
he will, at the same time, turn his back on the temptation. At
such a time he may want to pray in the Spirit. As he yields
himself to the power of the Spirit, the power of the temptation
becomes weaker.

James said, “Resd the devil, and he will flee from you.
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (4:7-8). In
order to overcome temptation we must do both. We must res s
the devil, but we mug, at the same time, draw near to God.

When we do this, a powerful principle takes over. This
principle is called “the law of the Spirit of life” (Rom. 8:2).
Through this powerful principle we are set free from the law of
snand death. Read more about the working of thispowerful
principle in Romans 8:1-9. Paul describes this process of
resging and yielding:

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you
obey itsevil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselvesto God as
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the
parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. . . |
put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural
selves. Just asyou used to offer the parts of your body in slavery
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toimpurity and to ever-increasi ng wickedness, so now offer them
in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. (Rom. 6:12-13,
19)

Paul isreminding the Roman Chrigtians of their pagt lives
before they knew Chrigt. He is telling them to remember how
they had once yielded to temptation, and how they had yielded
their bodies to sn (Rom. 6:19). He is saying that they should
now do just the oppodte. Ingead of yielding to sin, asthey had
donein the pagt, they should now yield themsel vesto God. They
should yield themselvesto the inner urgings of the Holy Spirit.
Thiswill lead to righteousliving.

Before closng this section on yielding to the Spirit, we
make two important observations Firgt, we reemphasize the
importance of every Chrigtian being filled with the Holy Spirit.
TheChrigianwhoisnot full of the Spirit will havelittle srength
in resigting the temptations of the devil and the pull of the flesh.
TheBibleisclear onthispoint: “Walk inthe Spirit and you will
not fulfill the lusts of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16).

Secondly, we gress the importance of the Chrigian’s
learning how to yield himself to the Spirit. This practice is best
learned in a Spirit-filled worship service. Often in such an
atmosphere, the Holy Spirit will move on the Chrigian and
prompt him to do something. This could be to repent of a sin,
dedicate himself more fully to Chrigtian service, or to release a
spiritual gift. Asthe Chrigtian obeysthe voice of the Spirit, he
learns how to more fully yield himself to the Spirit. Then, ashe
goes out of the church service into the world, he is more
prepared to yield to the Spirit when he istempted.
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But if, in the church service, heisin the habit of ressting
the promptings of the Spirit, heislikely to res s the Spirit when
temptation comes. And he is likely to be overcome by the
temptation. How important it isfor usto learn to respond to the
voice of the Spirit of God.

Temptations will come into the Chrigian’ s life, but when
they comethe Spirit-filled Chrigtian can be victorious. Through
the power of the Spirit we can triumph over every temptation!
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- CHAPTER 10 --

GUIDANCE

INTO ALL TRUTH

he preacher droned on and on, or should | say, he ranted on

and on? He was clearly full of himself and not full of the
Spirit. Worse of all, he wastwisting the Scriptures, making them
to say something neither the Holy Spirit nor the original writer
had in mind when the text was first ingpired and written. | was
saddened as the people sat ligening to this clear mis
representation of truth.

Nothing in the Chrigtian life is so important as a proper
undergtanding and application of the teachings of God’ s Word.
Falsereligionshave been garted, and many sincere seekersafter
truth have been led adray, because of someone’'s mis
interpretation of Scripture. Thisisone issue with which every
gospel worker must concern himself. He must properly interpret
and communicate of the true teachings of the Bible.

In thischapter we will discuss how the Holy Spirit helpsus
to understand and interpret the Word of God. We will discuss
three issuesconcerning therol e of the Spirit and the Word inthe
Chrigian life: (1) the importance of the Word of God to the
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Spirit-filled life, (2) the importance of the Spirit in
undergtanding and applying the Word to our lives, and (3) how
to properly approach the Word of God.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WORD TO
THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE

The Spirit-filled life cannot be divorced from the Word of
God. Anyone who tries to do so is very foolish indeed. The
Word and the Spirit gotogether. Understanding and obeying the
Bibleisat the very heart of the Spirit-filled life. There are three
waysthat the Word of God isvery important to the Spirit-filled
life:

The Revealer of the Spirit-Filled Life

Firdg, the Word of God isimportant to the Spirit-filled life
becauseit istherevealer of the Spirit-filled life. Inits pageswe
learn about the Holy Spirit and Hisworking in our lives. Infact,
without the Bible we would have no authoritative knowl edge at
all about the Spirit of God. Wewould beignorant concerningthe
Spirit-filled life, itsbenefits, or how itistobelived. It isthrough
studying God’ s Word that we understand these truths.

Do you want to know more about life in the Spirit? Then,
apply yourself to the Word. The Bible isindeed the revealer of
the Spirit-filled life.

The Guide for the Spirit-filled Life
Further, the Bible is important to the Spirit-filled walk
becauseitisour only authoritative guide on how to live alifein
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step with the Spirit. Just asa master builder will use adetailed
blueprint to build abeautiful cathedral, the Spirit-filled believer
usesthe Bible as his or her guide for Spirit-filled living. Thisis
why we have been very careful to ensurethat all the truthstaught
in thisbook are based squarely on the Word of God.

If any teaching is not supported by the Word of God, we
should quedtion it. If it is substantiated by the Word, we must
obey it. The Scriptures say about the believers in Berea that
“they were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for
they received the message with eagerness and examined the
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts
17:11). Wetoo, every time we hear a teaching about the things
of the Spirit, we mugt ask the quegtion, “Is this teaching firmly
supported by God’'s Word?’ If it is, we must embrace it. If it
isn't, we mudt reject it.

The“Umpire” for the Spirit-filled Life

The Word of God isimportant to a life in the Spirit for
another reason. The Bible servesasthe “ umpire” for the Spirit-
filled life. Just as a umpire watches over a baseball game to
make certain that all of the players are playing by the rules, the
Word of God will watch over our spiritual livesto ensure that we
are playing by God’ srules.

We often hear people say, “ The Spirit told meto do thisor
that.” And at times, we hear the voice of the Spirit ourselves.
What are we to do on such occasions? The Bible gives the
answer: We are to test the spirits (1 John 4:1). But how do we
test them? One sure method isby asking the quegtion, “ Doesthis
‘word’ square with the Word of God?" In a baseball game the
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ball must be kept in bounds. If at anytime a batter hitsthe ball
out of bounds, the umpire will shout, “ Foul ball!” The Bible can
serve the same function in the life of the Spirit-filled believer. It
cantell himwhen his“word” fromthe Lord isfair or foul. Many
have gone agstray because they have not submitted themselvesto
the authority of God’'s Word. We must never make that tragic
mistake.

THE SPIRIT WILL HELP US TO
UNDERSTAND THE WORD

One important way that the Spirit aids usin our spiritual
livesisby helping usto understand Scripture. The Word of God
can be accurately understood only by thosein right relationship
with the Holy Spirit, for the Bible says, “ The man without the
Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand
them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).

On the evening of Hisresurrection Jesus opened the minds
of Hisdisciples “ so that they could understand the Scriptures’
(Luke 24:45). In the same way the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
hassent inJesus name, will open our mindsto better understand
the Scriptures (John 14:26). The Spirit is able to help us
undergtand the Scripturesfor at least three reasons.

The Author of the Word

The first reason why the Holy Spirit is able to help us
interpret the Word of God isbecause HeisitsAuthor. TheBible
teaches that it was the Holy Spirit who inspired the Word of
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God. Paul said, “All Scripture is God-breathed . . .” Peter told
how thistook place: “Above all, you must understand that no
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God asthey were carried along by the
Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21). These versesteach usthree things
about the inspiration of Scripture:

e Scripture did not originate in the mind of man: “No
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’ sown
interpretation” (v. 21).

» Scripture did not originate in the will of man:
“Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man” (v.
22a).

e ScripturehasitsoriginintheHoly Spirit: “Men spoke
from God asthey were carried along by the Holy Spirit”
(v. 22b).

Paul wrote the Corinthians about how God revealed the
New Testament Scriptures to the apogles: “We have not
received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
that we may understand what God has freely given us. Thisis
what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in
wordstaught by the Spirit . . .” (1 Cor. 2:12-13). Aswe read the
Bible we can, therefore, be assured that we are not reading
“words taught to us by human wisdom” but “wordstaught by the
Spirit.” The Spirit is, in truth, the Author of Scripture.
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The Illuminator of the Word

The second reason why the Holy Spirit can help us
understand the Bible is because He is the Illuminator of the
Word. He isnot only the divine Author of the Word, He isthe
divine Teacher of its sacred truths. Jesus promised, “ But when
he, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth”
(John 16:13). John wrote, “His anointing teaches you about all
things’ (1 John 2:27). As Spirit-filled believers, we can
confidently look tothe Holy Spirit to illuminate Scripture to us.

Theologians make an important difference between the
concepts of ingiration and illumination. When they speak of
ingpiration they are speaking of the Holy Spirit’s work in the
prophetsand apostlesin revealing the Scripturesto them. We do
not look for such inspiration today. The Bibleisforever settled
in heaven (Ps. 119.89). No more Scripture will be revealed or
written. However, the Holy Spirit will be with us today
illuminating the Scripture. He will help us to understand and
rightly divide the Word of God.

Suppose that two men were arguing over the meaning of a
verse of poetry. One man saysit meansone thing, the other says
it means another. How best can their argument be settled? The
best way that their argument could be settled is by asking the
poet about the true meaning of the verse. Only he can give them
the absol utely correct interpretation. In the same way, if welack
understanding about a verse of Scripture, we can go directly to
its Author and Illuminator, the Holy Spirit, and He will help us
to understand the true meaning.

Does this mean that we no longer need to use sound
hermeneutical principlesin interpreting the Word? No, it does
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not. In fact, just the opposite istrue. Because of hisrelationship
with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit-filled believer has a great love
and respect for the Word of God. Therefore, he will be even
more careful as to how he interprets the Word. He will seek
illumination from the Holy Spirit, but at the same time, he will
apply sound principles of biblical interpretation.

The Applier of the Word

A third reason why the Holy Spirit is able to help us
undergtand the Bible isbecause Heisthe Applier of the Word of
God. Not only will the Spirit illuminate the Word for us, Hewill
also personalize the Word to us, and apply it's truths to our
hearts. Jesus said of the Holy Spirit, “He will take of what is
mine and declareit to you” (John 16:14-15). Many Spirit-filled
Chrigtians have testified about how the Spirit hel ped them when
they were enduring a great trial of their faith, or facing a great
decisoninlife. Asthey were reading the Word, the Holy Spirit
took that Word and applied it directly to their Stuation. If we
areto hear the Lord’ svoice in thismanner, we must soend much
time in prayerful reading and sudying the Word of God.

HOW TO APPROACH THE
WORD OF GOD

If we are to receive the greatest benefit from the Word of
God, we must know how to properly approach it. What should
our attitude be aswe approach the Bible? When we approach the
Scriptures we should do so in the following four ways:
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In Love and Humility

First, we should approach the Word of God in a spirit of
love and humility. The Psalmigt wrote, “1 will lift up my hands
to your commands, which I love...” (Ps. 119:48). Like him, the
Spirit-filled Chrigian must have a deep and sincerelove for the
Word of God. Paul wrote the Chrigiansin Thessalonica, “ And
we als0 thank God continually because, when you received the
Word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as
the word of men, but as it actually is, the Word of God” (1
Thess. 2:13).

We too must esteem the Bible asthe actual words of God.
We love the Word because it is an intimate revelation of the
God whom we love and serve.

The Spirit-filled Chrigtian will also approach the Biblein
aspirit of humility. Rather than speaking to the Bible, hewill let
the Bible speak to him. He will not attempt to twist the
Scripturesto fit hisown pet doctrine or to jugtify hisown sinful
practices.

Sadly, far too many professed Pentecogtal preachers and
teacherstreat the Word of God very carelesdy. They try to make
it say thingsthat it does not really say. Thisiswrong, and God
will judge anyone who treatsHisWord in such a manner (2 Pet.
3:16).

In a Spirit of Prayer

Not only must we approach the Word of God in aspirit of
love and humility, we must also approachitin aspirit of prayer.
Those to whom God originally revealed Hisword were in such
a spirit of prayer. John wrote, “ On the Lord’ s Day, | wasin the
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Spirit .. .” (Rev. 1:10). It wasin such a state of prayer that the
Holy Spirit revealed to him the book of Revelation. We too, if
we are going to properly interpret the Bible, must be in the
Spirit. We must sincerely pray for God'sinsgght and guidance
each time we St down to sudy the Word of God.

With Great Reverence and Caution

When we come to the Word of God, we must come with
great reverence and caution. We must realize that there isthe
congtant danger of our reading our own thoughtsinto the Bible.
This can be very dangerous. Peter spoke of “those who are
untaught and ungtable” who “ twigt [the Scriptures] to their own
dedruction . . .” (2 Pet. 3:17, NKJV). We mug reverence the
Word of God so much that we will never treat it frivoloudy. To
do so can result in our own destruction and the destruction of the
people to whom we miniser. At the very least, when we
misinterpret and misapply Scripture, we are depriving ourselves,
and God'’ s people, of hearing the true Word of God.

With a Heart Open to the Voice of the Spirit

Finally, we must approach the Word of God with our hearts
open to the voice of the Spirit. Aswe read the Bible, the Holy
Spirit will speak to us. He will show us thingsin our lives that
are not pleasing to God. He will reveal to usthe answersto our
problems and concerns. He will give us ingpiration and
encouragement. Hewill also show uscertaintruthsthat He wants
usto preach or teach about. But, in order for the Lord to speak
to usthrough HisWord, we must read it with our hearts opento
the voice of the Spirit. Asweread the Bible, our constant prayer

141



Guidance Into All Truth

must be, “ Speak Lord, for your servant islistening” (cf. 1 Sam.
3:10).

One of the great benefits of living a life in gep with the
Spirit is that the Spirit of God will help us to understand and
apply the Word of God. We must constantly pray and submit
ourselvesto the Spirit aswe read and interpret the Scriptures. If
we will do thisHe will come and help to guide usinto all truth.
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INTERCESSORY
PRAYLER

IN THE SPIRIT

was seventeen and asenior in high school. It was afew weeks

before | would give my life to Christ. One chilly Saturday
morning in December of 1963 my employer had dropped me off
at the First Assembly of God in Pasadena, Texas. | wasworking
for him asa part-time janitor. My assgnment for the day wasto
clean the Sunday school and office wing of the church. |
immediately set myself to the task.

As | worked my way through the building, | began to hear
deep groani ng sounds coming from the office area at the far end
of the building. Curious, | eased my way down the hall. The
groaning sounds became louder. Finally, | came to a door
marked “ Pastor.” It wasopened just barely. Asl peekedin, | saw
aman kneeling at hischair. He was praying, and his prayer was
in tongues. | waslater to learn that the man was J. R. Goodwin,
pastor of the church.
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At the time, | did not understand what was happening, but
| sensed that it wasa holy moment. | quietly backed away from
the door and went back to my work; however, an indelible
impression was imprinted on my mind. It was years later before
| fully understood the meaning of what was happening. | had
come upon Pagstor Goodwin as he wasinterceding in the Spirit.

Asyou may remember, in Chapter 2 we briefly mentioned
the intercessory use of prayer in tongues. In thischapter we will
expand our discussion about thiskind of prayer in the Spirit. In
doing thiswe will addressthree issues: (1) what ismeant by the
term “prayer in the Spirit,” (2) how prayer in the Spirit blesses
the one doing the intercessory praying, and (3) how such
intercessory prayer in the Spirit blesses others.

PRAYER IN THE SPIRIT

Before we can properly discuss intercessory prayer in the
Spirit, it will bewell for usto first define the New Testament use
of thisterm. Just what do we mean when we use the term prayer
in the Spirit? When the Bible speaks of prayer in the Spirit, it
uses the term in one of two ways:

Any Prayer That is Prompted by the Spirit

Generally speaking, prayer in the Spirit can be any prayer
that is prompted and directed by the Spirit of God. When an
anointing of the Spirit comes upon a Spirit-filled believer to
initiate, prompt, and direct his prayers, this could be properly
called prayer in the Spirit. Paul speaks of such prayer in Rom.
8:26-27:
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In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for uswith groans that words cannot express. And he
who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit. because
the Spirit intercedes for us in accordance with God’s will.

Such prayer is prayer in the Spirit because it is prayer that
isinitiated and directed by the Holy Spirit. Think about what
Paul said in this verse: “The Spirit helps us . . . the Spirit
intercedes for us.”

Prayer inthe Spirit isa cooperative effort between a Spirit-
filled individual and Spirit Himself. The Holy Spirit directsand
prompts the prayer, the Spirit-filled intercessor yields and
cooperates. Thus, when one prays a “prophetic prayer” in
tongues,* or interpretsthe same, he or sheisprayinginthe Spirit.

At timesthe Spirit-filled Chrigtianisprompted by the Holy
Spirit to pray for a certain need. As he is praying for that need,
the Holy Spirit may come powerfully upon him and anoint and
direct his prayer. At such atime the believer is praying in the
Spirit. Sometimes he will pray in his own language, and
sometimeshe may pray in tongues, which bringsusto our second
definition of prayer in the Spirit.

Prayer in Tongues

More specifically, when the Bible speaks of prayer in the
Spirit, it isgpeaking of prayer intongues. Paul viewed prayer in
tongues and prayer inthe Spirit asthe same thing. In writing to
the Corinthian church he said, “For anyone who speaks in a

! See Chapter 8 for an explanation of prophetic prayer.
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tongue, does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no one
undergands him; he utters mygeries with his spirit” (1 Cor.
14:2).

Note that Paul said that anyone who “ speaksin a tongue”
isgpeaking “ mysterieswith hisspirit.” Sometrand atorstrand ate
the phrase “with hisspirit” as“inthe Spirit.” Paul further wrote,

For if | pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is
unfruitful. So what shall 1 do? | will pray with my spirit, but |
will aso pray with my mind; | will singwith my spirit, but | will
also sing with my mind. (vv. 14-15)

In these verses Paul mentions two kinds of prayer: prayer with
the spirit and prayer with the mind, or undergtanding. In the
chart below we compare these two kinds of prayer:

Two Kinds of Prayer Compared
(1 Cor. 14:2, 14)

Prayer in Prayer with
the Spirit the Mind
Our spirit prays (v. 14) Our mind prays
Prayer in tongues (w. 2, 14) Prayer in a known language

We do not understand what we We understand what we are
are saying (w. 2, 14) saying

Many Bible scholars believe that the “ groans that words
cannot express’ spoken of in Romans 8:26 is prayer in tongues.
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Paul is describing prayer that is beyond human ability. He
speaks of Spirit-prompted utterances. This verse is amogt
certainly making reference tothe same prayer in tongues spoken
of in 1 Corinthians 14:2, 14.

HOW INTERCESSORY PRAYER IN THE
SPIRIT BLESSES THE ONE PRAYING

When praying in the Spirit, the intercessor receives great
help from the Holy Spirit. Asthe Spirit prays through him, He
prays with great power and effectiveness. As a reault, the
intercessor’ sown spiritual lifeisstrengthened. The Bible speaks
of three ways that prayer in the Spirit strengthens the one
praying. Paul speaks of one way, and Jude speaksof two others.

Paul Spoke of One Benefit of Prayer in the Spirit

In 1 Corinthians 14:4 Paul spoke of a wonderful blessing
that comesto the one who praysin the Spirit. He said, “He who
speaksin atongue edifieshimself.” Thismeansthat, asa person
praysin tongues, he isbuilt up in his spiritual life.

Surprisingly, some have sought to use thisvery verse asan
argument againgt Chrigtians praying intongues. They say that it
iswrong and selfish to pray in tongues, since in doing so, one
only edifieshimself. We must realize, however, that, before one
can be a blessng to others, he must firgt allow God to blesshim.
We must appropriate the Spirit’ s strength before we can help
others.

We could also truthfully say, “He who reads the Bible
edifieshimself.” Isit, therefore, wrongtoread the Bible? Should
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we prohibit people from reading the Bible smply because they
are only blessng themselves? No, we should not, because in
blessng themselves they are preparing themselves to bless
others. And neither should we prohibit them from praying in
tongues. This is one reason why Paul commanded, “Do not
forbid speaking in tongues’ (1 Cor. 14:39).

In Ephesans 6:18 Paul wrote, “Pray in the Spirit on all
occasionswith all kindsof prayersand requests.” Great spiritual
srength comesinto the life of the Christian when he or she prays
in the Spirit. Like the apostle Paul, we must boldly affirm, “I
will pray with my spirit” (1 Cor. 14:14).

Jude Spoke of Two Benefits of Prayer in the Spirit

Jude spoke of two additional blessingsthat come to the one
who is prays in the Spirit: “But you, beloved, building
yourselvesup on your most holy faith, prayingintheHoly Spirit,
keep yourselves in the love of God . . .” (vv. 20-21, NKJV).
Here, Jude givestwo specific waysoneisedified by prayingin
the Spirit:

1. Faith isincreased. The firg blessng that comes from
prayer inthe Spirit isthat our faithisincreased. Note howat Jude
indicated that we can build oursel vesup“ on our mogt holy faith”
by praying in the Spirit. In Chapter 8 we discussed how prayer
in tongues helps a person learn to more fully trust God. Thisis
certai nly wonderful; however, asa Chrigtian spendstime praying
in the Spirit, an even more wonderful thing ishappening.
Ashe praysfor others, God supernaturally impartsfaith into his
own life.
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There isanother way that prayer in the Spirit can serve to
increase the faith of the intercessor. As one praysin the Spirit,
he prays"in accordance with God’ swill” (Rom. 8:27). Since he
is praying according to the will of God, it isinevitable that his
prayers will be answered (1 John 5:14-15). As the intercessor
sees his prayers answered, hisfaith isincreased.

Here then isyet another reason why we should “ pray in the
Spirit on all occasions” Prayer in the Spirit is a powerful
spiritual exercise whereby the believer becomes stronger and
sronger in hisfaith in God and His Word.

2. Kept in the love of God. A third blessng that comes
fromintercessory prayer intonguesisthat the one praying inthe
Spirit is“kept in the love of God.” Jude says, “Praying in the
Holy Spirit, keep yourselvesin the love of God.” Paul tells us
that “ God has poured out hislove into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, who he has given us’ (Rom. 5:5). As the Spirit-filled
believer praysfor othersin tongues, he experiences the love of
God. He draws near to God, and God draws near to him (James
4:8). Asthis happens, his love and consecration to God grows
stronger.

HOW INTERCESSORY PRAYER IN THE
SPIRIT BLESSES OTHERS

While the believer who intercedes for othersin the Spirit
receives blessing in his or her own spiritual life, thisis not the
primary purpose of intercessory prayer in the Spirit. Its main
purpose is to bless others. Paul said that, as the Spirit prays
through the intercessor, He “intercedes for the saints’ (Rom.
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8:27). In this way the Spirit prays through the Spirit-filled
believer for the needs of others. Let's look more closely
at Romans 8:26-27 and see how this intercesson for others
works. In these verses the apostle taught two things about our
prayers.

How We Struggle in Prayer

Paul said that we all have a weaknessin our prayer lives.
He said, “We do not know what we ought to pray for” (Rom.
8:26). How many urgent needs do we fail to pray for Smply
because we are unaware of them? Even when we do know what
to pray for, we often do not know exactly how to pray. Thisis
because we often do not know God’ swill in the matter. And all
too often, as discussed in Chapter 8, we pray with the wrong
motives. Or, even worse, we Smply lack any motivation at all to
pray for others. We truly need the Spirit’s help in our prayer
lives.

How the Spirit Helps Us

At such times the Holy Spirit will come to our aid. Paul
says, “ The Spirit himself intercedesfor us’ (v. 26). Asweyield
ourselves to the Spirit of God, He will pray through us “with
groansthat words cannot express’ (v. 27), that is, inwordsgiven
to us by the Holy Spirit.

A closer look at Romans 8:26-27 reveals five powerful
waysthe Spirit helpsusin prayer:

1. He “ makes intercession for us.” Aswe yield ourselves
to the Holy Spirit, He comesto us, fills us with His power and
presence, and praysthrough us. It isno longer us directing our
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own prayers, it is the Holy Spirit praying through us. What
powerful way to pray!

2. He does this “with groans which words cannot
express.” Asthe Spirit movesin us, and we yield ourselves to
Him, He will pray through us in words and phrases which
He inspires He begins to speak to God through us in
expressions of Hisown creation.

3. He " searches our hearts.” Aswe pray inthe Spirit, the
Holy Spirit will search the motives of our hearts and purify us
through His sanctifying power (Rom. 8:1-8). Asweyield to His
power and presence, our hearts are cleansed from impure ways
and motives (Ps. 51:10-11). As a result, we are placed in a
position where God can answer our prayers (Isa. 59:1).

4. He “ knows the mind of the Spirit.” The Spirit of God
knows perfectly the mind and will of God in any given matter (1
Cor. 2:11). Therefore, the prayer that He prays through us will
be in accordance with God' s perfect will.

5. He “intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.” Aswe allow the Holy Spirit to pray through us, we will
be praying for the needs of others, and we will be praying in
God's perfect will. John teaches that God hears and answers
prayersthat are prayed in accordance with Hiswill (1 John5:14-
15). Such prayers have great spiritual power.

The author himself can tegtify how on many occasons he
has experienced such prayer in the Spirit. As the Spirit prayed
through him in a language he had never learned, his life was
blessed and strengthened. On some of these occasionshe did not
know who, or what, he was praying for. He only knew that the
Holy Spirit was usng him as His vessel to pray for someonein
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need. On other occasions, he knew who he was praying for, but
he was not personally aware of any need inthisperson’slife. On
yet other occasions, he knew the person’ s need, but he was not
certain of God's will in the matter. As he allowed the Holy
Spirit to pray through him for the person in need, he knew that
he was praying in the will of God.

Intercessory prayer inthe Spirit hasbeen agreat blessngin
my life. It can be agreat blessng in the life of every Chrigtian.
We should never allow pride or spiritual laziness cause us to
neglect this marvelous privilege of prayer in the Spirit.
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- CHAPTER 12 -

WORSHIP

IN THE SPIRIT

he Wesminiger Catechism reads, “Man’s chief end isto
Tglorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.” Karl Barth once
wrote, “Chrigtian worship is the most momentous, the most
urgent, the most glorious action that can take place in human
life.”* If al of thisistrue, then it must also be true that worship,
being so important to the Chridtian life, must be done properly.
In our last chapter we discussed how the Holy Spirit can help us
inintercessory prayer. It thischapter wewill discusshow Hewill
help usto properly worship God.

THE ESSENCE OF TRUE WORSHIP
Aswe have discovered through the lessonsin thisbook, the

Chrigian life must be lived in step with the Spirit of God. This
is especialy true for worship. The only way one can properly

3.3, Von Allmen, Worship: Its Theology and Practice
(London: Lutterworth, 1965), 13; quoted in Ralph P. Martin, The
Worship of God (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1982), 1.
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worship God is to worship Him in the Spirit. Let’s ook more
closely at thisimportant spiritual principle.
God Must Be Worshiped in Spirit

At hand-dug well in a remote dugty village in ancient
Samaria Jesus gave to the world His greatest revelation
concerning the nature of true worship. He said, “A time is
coming and has how come when true worshiperswill worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipersthe
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in
spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24). In this text, Jesus revealed
four profound truths about essence of true worship:

» Godisspirit. God is, by Hisvery nature, spiritual. This
means that He neither has, nor is He limited by, a
physical form. He is, therefore, not bound to a sngle
locale or time frame but can be worshiped in any place
at any time.

e God is seeking true worshipers. God is looking for
people who will worship Him according to His true
nature. He no longer wants our worship to be
characterized by outward form, but by inner devotion
and sincerity.

e Trueworship must bedonein Spirit andintruth. Since
God is spiritual, those who worship Him must worship
Him in Spirit. Since God is absolute truth, they must
worship Him in truth.

e |t is now time for such worship. The time to worship
God in Spirit and in truth is now.

154



Worship in the Spirit

Jesus was saying to the woman at the well that God is
demanding of His people a new kind of worship. This new
worshipwill no longer be based onritual and ceremony. Nor will
it belimited to acertain race of people or certain holy stes. God
is now demanding that He be worshiped out of the heart, and
under the direction of the Holy Spirit. Thisnew kind of worship
must be spiritual, involving the spirit of man reaching out to
God. And it must be based on atruly loving relationship with
God.

The M eaning of the Term “Worship in the Spirit”

When Jesus said that God must be worshiped “in spirit”
(Gk: en pneumati), what did He mean? Biblical scholars have
noted that the phrase “in spirit” in this passage can mean either
in the Holy Spirit or with the human spirit.”> In Scripture, the
word spirit isused to speak of the Holy Spirit, the spirit of man,
or the inner attitudes of man. Each time a biblical trandator
encountersthisphrase, he mugt, based on hisown understanding
of the context, decide whether to use an uppercase “S’ or a
lowercase“s.” Somecommentatorsbelieve that in John 4:23-24
Jesusisreferring to the human spirit and i stalking about worship
from the heart of man.® Othersbelieve that He isspeaking of the

2 Ralph W. Harris, ed.., Complete Biblical Commentary,
“John,” (Springfield, MO: World Library Press, 1989), 97.

% J. Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology, |11, (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1992), 107.

155



Worship in the Spirit

Spirit of God.* Whichever way thisphraseistrand ated, a careful
examination of Scripture indicates that both are concepts are
valid. Let’slook at each of these concepts:

1. Worship fromour spirits. Toworshipin spirit (lowercase
“s") means that we worship God out of our hearts, in total
sincerity and honesty. True worship involves our human spirits
reaching out in love and faithto God, whose isHimself, by very
nature, spirit. True worship isnot based on dead ritual but on a
living rel ationshi p between a person and God. It isnot donewith
inani mate objectsbut with aliving, devoted human spirit (Ezek.
36:26-27).

2. Worship in His Spirit. Worshipin Spirit (uppercase“S”)
speaks of worship that is prompted and energized by the Spirit
of God. Paul reminded the Philippian believersthat we* worship
by the Spirit of God” (Phil. 3:3); that is, we are to let the Spirit
of God initiate and energize our worship. In Luke’ s gospel we
read of how both Mary and Zacharias were prompted by the
Holy Spirit to speak wonderful wordsof praise (1:46-55; 67-79).
On one occas on Jesus Himself wasfilled “with joy through the
Holy Spirit” and began to praise His Heavenly Father (10:21).
When Jesus said that we must worship God “in Spirit” He was
saying that God cannot be truly worshi ped apart from the hel p of
the Holy Spirit. Bob Sorge wrote concerning the Spirit’srolein
worship:

4 Stanley Horton, What the Bible Says About the Holy
Spirit (Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1976), 117.
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Jesus was further showing that our worship would one day be
greatly enhanced through the fullness of the Holy Spirit. One
beautiful reason why Jesusgave usthe Holy Spirit, together with
the gift of speaking in tongues, is that we might be released in a
greater measure in our worship. There is a certain element in
worship that will always be absent for those who do not accept
the fullness of the Holy Spirit, with speaking in tongues, as a
reality in their lives.®

THE ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN
INSPIRING OUR WORSHIP

We have discussed how God demandsthat weworshipHim
in Spirit and in truth. We have talked briefly about how
important it is that we allow the Holy Spirit to inspire our
worship. We will now discuss how the Spirit of God helpsin
ingpiring worship.

How the Spirit Inspires Our Worship

The Spirit of God plays an important role in our worship of
God. When we allow the Spirit to enter into our worship
services, He ingpires us and causes our heartsto be lifted upin

praise to God. There are at leas three ways the Holy Spirit
ingpires our worship:

1. Hebringsusinto aloving relationship with God. Paul
wrote of how the Holy Spirit promptstrue worship. He spoke of

® Bob Sorge, Exploring Worship: A Practical Guideto
Praise and Worship, (New Wilmington, PA: Son-Rise Publications,
1987, 80.
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the “ Spirit of adoption” (Rom. 8:15) who leads us into an
intimate relationship with God. Asthe Spirit of God movesin
our hearts, we are made to feedl the love of God (5:5). This
divine warming of our hearts causes us to cry out in worship,
“Abba, Father” (8:15).

2. Helifts up Jesus. Not only doesthe Spirit bring usinto
a loving relationship with God, He also lifts up Jesus in our
midst. Jesus stated that, whenthe Spirit of Truth comes, “Hewill
bring glory to me” (John 16:14). When the Holy Spirit fills our
spirits, Herevealsto usthe L ordship of Christ. And by the Spirit
wecry out, “ JesusisLord!” (1 Cor. 12:3). Jesusisexalted in our
hearts, and our mouths are filled with praise to Him.

3. He prompts us to wor ship. Throughout Scripture we see
the Holy Spirit ingpiring the people of God to worship. In the
Old Tegament, He inspired the prophetess, Miriam, the s ster of
Moses, to lead the women of Israel in worship (Exod. 15:20).
The Spirit of God came powerfully on upon King Saul, causing
him to join a band of prophets who were worshiping God with
lyres, tambourines, flutes, and harps(1 Sam. 10:5-11). Saul was
ingpired by the Spirit to enter into their prophetic worship with
them. It was the Spirit who inspired David and the other
Psalmists to pen the Psalms, the praise book of Israel.

We aso see the Holy Spirit inspiring and prompting
worship in the New Testament church. On the Day of Pentecost
those who were filled with the Spirit were heard “ declaring the
wondersof God” in the languages of the nations (Acts2:11). At
the house of Cornelius, those who received the Holy Spirit spoke
with tongues and magnified God (Acts 10:46). The Spirit
ingpired the churchin Corinth to worship God (1 Cor. 14:16-17,
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25-26), and He inspired the Philippian church to do the same
(Phil. 3:3). The same istrue today. Those who have learned to
depend upon the Spirit of the Lord have discovered a glorious
freedomin expressing their worshipto God, for “ where the Spirit
of the Lord isthere isfreedom” (2 Cor. 3:17).

The Importance of Personal Preparation

If the Spirit of the Lord is such a wonderful ally in our
worship, doesit not follow that we should all be filled with the
Spirit? If wetruly want to worship God as He desres, we should
let His Spirit fill usto overflowing. Paul told the Ephesansto
“befilled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Thisfilling in the Spirit
would result in Spirit-ingpired songs of praise and thanksgiving
(vv. 19-20). Sorge wrote,

Spiritual worship is the exclusive privilege of those who have
been quickened by the indwelling Holy Spirit . . . The Holy
Spirit is an integral part of our worship, and congregationa
worship is successful only as we submit to him as our divine
Worship Leader.®

We mugt be full of the Spirit of the Lord if we are to truly
worship God in Spirit and in truth. Each believer should prepare
his or her own heart before the public worship service (1 Cor.
14:26). This personal preparation should include prayer and
meditation of the Word of God. It should also include a fresh
infilling with the Holy Spirit. Only then will we be ready to
enter in to true worship in Spirit and in truth.

% Iid, 77.
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THE ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN
DIRECTING WORSHIP

Having talked about the role of the Spirit in inspiring our
worship, we now turn to the role of the Holy Spirit in directing
our worship.

The True Worship L eader

If apeopl e are to genuinely worship in the Spirit, they must
see the Holy Spirit as their true Worship Leader. Every action
must be taken in submission to, and under the direction of, the
Spirit of God. It is in this context that Paul ingructs the
Corinthian church concerning the operation of spiritual giftsin
their worship services.” Hetold themthat i nthese congregational
gatherings the Holy Spirit would distribute gifts—or
“manifestations’—of the Spirit (12:7). He would do this “to
each one, just ashe determines’ (v. 11). Through the revelation
gifts, Hewould giveindg ght and direction. Throughtheprophetic
gifts, He would speak words of “ strengthening, encouragement
and comfort” (14:3), and through the power gifts, He would
perform Hismighty worksin their midst. The Holy Spirit wasto
be their true Worship Leader.

In the book of Actswe are given an example of the Holy
Spirit directing aworship service. Thistook place in the church
at Antioch:

" In this section of the book of 1 Corinthians Paul was
talking about when believers “ came together” for public worship (1
Cor. 11:17-20, 33, 34; 14:23, 26).
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Whilethey were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, “ Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
| have cdled them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they
placed their hands on them and sent them off. (13:1-3)

The Holy Spirit Himself was serving as the church’s Worship
Leader. It wasHewho set thetone for the service, and it wasHe
who gave them directions asto how to proceed. The same order
should mark our worship services today. If we are to truly
worship in the Spirit, we should look to the Spirit of God asour
Worship Leader.

Following the L eader

WhiletheHoly Spirit should be the true Worship Leader in
our worship services, it isnonethel essapparent that each service
will also need a person to chair and to lead that service. If the
congregation is be lead into true worship in the Spirit, it is
essential that that person know how to follow the leading of the
Holy Spirit. He or she must be very sendtive to the Holy Spirit
and must never wrest the service out of His hands. The worship
leader must at al times remain open and sendtive to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. He must be prepared to flow with
the Spirit. Sorge spoke about this responsibility of the worship
leader:

Many worship leaders are frustrated because they have not
learned to follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance in the context of a
worship service. God wants to do specific thingsin each worship
service, and unlesswe move with Him, we can miss His purpose.
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It becomes vita, then, that we be sensitive to the gentle
promptings of the Spirit as the serviceisin progress.?

It is dso necessary that the pastor takes time to teach his
congregation how to follow and respond to the leadership of the
Spirit.

What can be done to ensure that the Spirit of the Lord is
present in our worship services? How should we respond to His
presence? How can we follow Hislead? There are two areasto
which we must give particular attention if we are to truly
worship God in the Spirit:

1. Appropriating the Spirit’s presence. If the Spirit isto
come and direct our congregational worship, we must begin our
worship by taking the necessary seps to ensure that He is
present. We must prayerfully and purposefully set the stage for
His coming. We do thisin two ways.

Prayer. Firgt, we can appropriate the Spirit’'s presence in
our servicesby prayer. Thisprayer should take place both before
and during the worship service. Before our worship serviceswe
should spend time in prayer, preparing our heartsfor the coming
worship experience. During thistime of prayer we should make
a conscious effort to submit our wills to the will of the Holy
Spirit. We should seek direction from Him for this particul ar
service. We should pray, “Holy Spirit, what isY our will for the
service? What do You want to accomplish?’ If necessary, we
should repent of any sinsor carnal attitudesthat might hinder the
Spirit’ s moving.

8 Sorge, 77.
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Such spiritual preparation isespecially important for every
person who will assume any leadership rolein the service (cf. 1
Cor 14:26). It isimportant that the pastor, the chai rman, the song
leader, the worship team, the special singers, the musicians, and
anyone else who will participate in the service come early for a
time of prayer and seeking God for His direction. Each one
should also ask God for afresh infilling of His Spirit.

Prayer should al so beoffered during theworship service. At
the beginning of the service it isgood to lead the congregation
inaprayer inviting the Holy Spirit to come and have Hisway in
the service. We can pray, “Come, Holy Spirit.” Then, we can
open our minds and our spirits to receive Him. As a result of
such prayer, we can legitimately expect the Holy Spirit to come
and manifest His presence in our midst (Matt. 18:19-20).

Praise. A second way we can appropriate the presence of
the Holy Spirit into our worship services is through
congregational praise. Prai se and adoration hel p prepare the way
for the manifegtation of God’ s Spirit. The Bible says that God
dwellsin the praises of Hispeople (Ps. 22:2, KJV). AsPaul and
Silas prayed and sang hymns to God in a Roman jail, the Holy
Spirit manifested His presence: “Suddenly there was such a
violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were
shaken. At once all the prison doorsflew open, and everybody’ s
chainscameloose” (Acts 16: 26). We too, aswe sing and shout
our praises to God, can expect the Holy Spirit to come and
manifest His presence in our midst.

2. Responding to the Spirit’'s presence. A second area to
which we mugt give our attention, if we are to truly worship God
in the Spirit, isthe area of responding to the Spirit’ s presence.
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Oncethe Spirit comes, it isessential that we properly respond to
Him. We can respond to the Spirit’s presence in three very
practical ways:

By acknowledging His presence. Our first reponseto the
Spirit’ s presence could beto simply acknowledge His presence.
Just aswe would never be guilty of ignoring a guest who came
into our home, we should never be guilty of ignoring our
Remarkable Friend when He comesinto our worship services. At
church we take time to recognize visitors and properly greet
those who come into our services. We should also take time to
acknowledge the presence of our heavenly Vistor. We should
pray, “Holy Spirit, You are indeed welcome in thisplace. Take
Y our place of honor in our worship service. Be enthroned in our
praised” (cf. Ps. 21:2).

By submitting to Hiswill. A second way we can respond to
the presence of the Spirit in our church servicesisby submitting
to Hiswill. We should remember that He is sovereign, that He
hasawill for every church service, and that He comesto fulfill
that will. We must be ready to submit our willsto His. At times,
He will reveal His will to us in our prayer time before the
service. On other occasons, HerevealsHiswill tous* en route,”
that is, astheworship service proceeds. We should be congtantly
vigilant and open to Hisleading.

Throughout the service the worship leader and the pastor
must congtantly pray, “Lord, what is your will for this service?
What are Y ou wanting to accomplish? What can we do now to
see that Your will isdone?’

By releasing spiritual gifts. A final way that believerscan
respond to the presence of the Holy Spirit in their worship
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services is by being prepared to release spiritual gifts as the
Spirit directs and prompts. He will want to work through the
Spirit-filled members of the congregation to manifest His
presence. He has come to give direction through words of
knowledge or wisdom. He has come to speak words of
encouragement and edification to the congregation. And He has
come to heal the sck and destroy the works of Satan. These
things will happen only as God’ s people respond to Himand in
faith allow Him to use them in the manifestation of spiritual
gifts.

One important role of the Holy Spirit in the livesof Spirit-
filled believersisingpiring and directing them in their worship
of God. We must know that it isonly with the help of the Spirit
of God that we can truly worship God. We mugt remain ever
open to Hisleadership in thisarea.
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- CHAPTER 13 -

MINISTRY

IN THE SPIRIT

meone has rightly observed that a person can do the work

f God in one of two ways. He can do in hisown strength, or
he can do it in God’ s strength. It has been my sad observation
that most Chrigtians have chosen the firs way rather than the
second. | once read where someone said if God wereto withdraw
His Spirit from most Pentecostal churches today, ninety-five
percent of what is being done in those churcheswould continue
unaffected. Thisistragic, snce Jesus has promised the church
divine power to do the work of God.

In this chapter, and the two that follow, we will look into
how the Holy Spirit empowers us for ministry. We will talk
about how the Christian worker can appropriate and exercisethat
power. But firdt, let’slook more closely at how the Holy Spirit
equips usfor minigry.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT EQUIPS US FOR
EFFECTIVE MINISTRY

Charismatic theologian J. Rodman Williams describesthe
Holy Spirit asthe “ Enabling Spirit.”* It is He who enables us to
do effective ministry by equipping and empowering usto do the
will of God.

Power to Get the Job Done

The Holy Spirit gives to us the necessary power to
accomplish our God-givenmandate. Jesusconcluded Hisearthly
mi ni gtry by i ssuing two commandsto Hisemerging church. Firg,
He commanded them to preach the gospel to al nations (Matt.
28:18-20; Mark 16:16-18; Luke 24:47-48; John 20:21). Today,
we call this command the Great Commission. Fulfilling this
commission isthe church’sprimary reason for being. Secondly,
Jesuscommanded Hischurchtowait until they were empowered
by the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts1:4-8). Beforeit can fulfill
Jesus firg command, the church must obey His second.

In Acts 1:8 Jesus gave apromise: “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my
witnessesin Jerusalem, and in all Judeaand Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” The disciples received this power when they
were baptized in the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts
2:4). Today, the baptism in the Holy Spirit continues to be an
indispensable part of any Chrigtian worker’ s equipment.

! Rodman Williams, Renewal Theology, 11 (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1988), 155.
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In Chapter 3 we discussed the many wonderful blessings
that come into one’'s life by being baptized in the Holy Spirit.
Personal blessing, however, isnot the primary purpose of Spirit
baptism. The primary purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit
is empowerment for missonal witness (Acts 1:8). Through the
baptism in the Holy Spirit the Chrigtian worker is empowered
and equipped for effective service. This equipping for service
includes powerful giftsof the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:7-11). Thus
equipped, the minigter hasthe power he or she needsto get the
job done.

The Examples of Jesus and the New Testament Church

We can more clearly see how the Holy Spirit equipsusfor
effective service by looking briefly at the examples of Jesusand
the New Testament believers.

The exampl e of Jesus. Jesus came to earth to give Hislife
as a ransom for all people (Matt. 20:28, 1 Tim. 2:6). He also
came to be an example to us as to how we should live and
miniger (John 13:15, 1 Pet. 2:21). He set down the pattern for
minigry that we should follow. But how did He minister? The
Bible teaches that He ministered in the power and anointing of
the Holy Spirit: “ How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and
healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God
waswith him (Acts 10:38).

Jesuswas firgt anointed by the Spirit at his baptism (Luke
3:21-22). He then went out and ministered in the Spirit’ spower
(4:1, 14, 18-19; 5:17). In doing this, Jesus set the pattern of
minigry for those of uswho would follow Him until the end of
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the age (Matt. 28:20). Now, we must follow His example. We,
like Him, mug first be empowered by the Holy Spirit, then, and
only then, can we go out and minister in power.

The exampl e of the New Testament church. Like Jesus, the
primitive church ministered in the power and anointing of the
Holy Spirit. The church was first empowered on the Day of
Pentecog (Acts2:4). Asareault of thisdivine infus on of power,
the firgt disciples went out and ministered in power, and with
great effectiveness. They were Smply following the pattern set
down by Jesus—firg be empowered, then minister.

Asdid Jesusand the apostolic church, wetoo must minister
in the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit. How foolish we
would be to think that we can minister without His enabling
presence. We must never attempt ministry without first having
been filled with the Holy Spirit.

THE HOLY SPIRIT ENABLES US IN OUR MINISTRY

Not only doesthe Holy Spirit give usthe power necessary
to do ministry, He also enables us in the performance of our
minigries. He helps us day by day to discharge our God-given
duties. There are many ways he doesthis. Let’s examine five:

He Inspires Us To Do Ministry

It isthe Holy Spirit who calls and inspires usin ministry.
When Peter wasasked why he went to Caesarea to preach to the
Gentiles there, he replied, “The Spirit told me to have no
hesitation about going” (Acts11:12). The Holy Spirit inspired
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him to go in faith. Today, the Spirit will also inspire usto do
minigry in the following ways:

1. Aburden for the lost. Fird, the Holy Spirit will giveto
usaburdenforthelost. He doesthisby opening our eyesand our
hearts to the many logt people all around us. Too often, like the
blind man of Bethsaida, we see people as if they were only
“treeswalking around” (Mark 8:24). Tragically, we havelittle
concern for the many logt people we meet every day. However,
if wewill allow Him, the Holy Spirit will change our hearts. He
will move uswith compassion for the logt.

Several timesin the gospel s we read of Jesus being moved
with compassion over the needs of people (Matt. 14:14; Mark
1:41,6:34). Inasmilar way, the Holy Spirit will inspire ustodo
minigtry by giving us a burden for the many lost people in our
communities.

2. A love for the church. Not only will the Holy Spirit
create in our hearts aburden for the lost, He will also give to us
alove for other Chrigians—that same love that Jesus Himself
has (Eph. 5:25). Out of this sncere love for our brothers and
sgers in Chrigt, we will be motivated to become effective
pastors and Chrigtian workers.

3. Avision for world harvest. In additionto givingtousa
burdenfor the lost and alove for the church, the Holy Spirit will
giveto usavison for world harvest. He will open our eyesto a
perishing world that desperately needs to hear the message of
Chrig.

One time when Jesus saw the multitudes, He was moved
with compass on because “ they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd.” Then He said, “The harved is
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plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harves,
therefore, to send out laborersinto hisharves field” (M att. 9:37,
38).

Jesus is the Lord of the Harvest, and yet, we know that
when He returned to the Father, He handed over His work on
earth to the Holy Spirit (John 15:26, 16:6-11). As aresult, the
Spirit isnow overseeing the harvest. We could therefore say that
the Holy Spirit isthe Superintendent of the Harvest. When we
pray tothe Lord of the Harvest, He will send the Superintendent
of the Harved to give usavison for world harves. In the book
of Acts the Holy Spirit directed the church into missions
involvement (Acts 10:19; 13:1-4; 16:6-10). Today, if we will
submit ourselvesto Him, He will also give usavison for world
evangelism.

He Empowers our Witness to the L ost

A second way that the Holy Spirit enablesusin ministry is
by empowering us to witness to the logt. Jesus promised, “You
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses’ (Acts1:8). Asaresult of being filled with
the Spirit, we will be emboldened to withess for Chrigt.

In the book of Acts, what was once a frightened group of
disillusoned disciples became a mighty evangeligtic force. As
aresult of their Spirit-anointed witness, thousandswere brought
into kingdom of God. Wetoo can become powerful witnessesfor
Chrigif wewill allowthe Holy Spirit tofill usand use usin His
harved field. Thisempowering to witnessincludes at |east three
dimensions.
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1. Divineinsight. Aswewitnessfor Chrigt, the Holy Spirit
will give us divine insight into the Scriptures to aid us in
effectively explainingthemto thelogt. Thisvery thing happened
in the ministry of Philip when he witnessed to the Ethiopian on
the Gaza road (Acts 8:29-34). The Holy Spirit gave Philip
supernatural insight into the Scriptures. As aresult, Philip was
able to persuadvely preach Christ to the African traveler.

We can expect the Holy Spirit to do the same for ustoday.
If we will appropriate His presence, He will give us Hisingght
into the situation; He will bring key passages of Scripture to
mind aswe need them; and He will give usthe wisdom we need
to know how to apply these Scriptures to the lives of those to
whom we are withessing (Prov. 11:30; 1 Cor. 12:8).

2. Anointed words. Not only will the Holy Spirit empower
our witnesstothelos by giving usingght into the Scriptures, He
will also anoint the words we speak to them. This supernatural
touch on our wordswill give them greater persuasive power. As
Stephen spoke, those who listened to him “ could not stand up
againg hiswisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke” (Acts6:10).
Inthe same way, if wewill yield ourselvestothe Holy Spirit, He
will anoint our words and give them persuasive power.

3. Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Another way the Holy Spirit
will give persuasive power to our witness is through the gifts of
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:7-11). Through the manifestation of
the power gifts(the gift of faith, giftsof healing, and miraculous
powers) He will supernaturally confirm the gospel we preach.
Through the revelation gifts (word of knowledge, word of
wisdom, and discerning of spirits) He will give us supernatural
ingght into the individual needs of the people to whom we are
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witnessing. He will also give uswisdom asto how to proceed
with our witness. And through prophetic gifts (prophecy, the gift
of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues) He will give usthe
words we need to convince the lost that they should call on
Chrig.

He Anoints Our Preaching and T eaching

A third way the Holy Spirit enablesministry isby anointing
our preaching and teaching. As Peter preached under a powerful
anointing of the Holy Spirit, his listeners “were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, * Brothers, what shall we
do?” (Acts 2:37). In the same way, the Spirit anointed other
early believers as they preached the Word. When we speak of
the anointing, we speak of the manifest presence of God that
comes upon a Spirit-filled individual who is involved in
minigry. This presence enables him to minister with greater
effectiveness and power than he would have been able toin his
own drength and ability. This supernatural anointing is an
absol ute necessity for effective gogpel ministry.

While some see the importance of the anointing of the Holy
Spiritinapreaching minigtry, they seelittle connection between
the anointing and teaching. And yet, the anointing of the Holy
Spirit plays a major role in the New Testament model for
teaching.

Concerning Jesus teaching ministry the Bible says, “ Jesus
returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit . . . [and] He
taught intheir synagogues’ (Luke 4:14-5). On ancther occasion
“as he [Jesus] was teaching, . . . the power of the Lord was
present for him to heal the sck” (Luke 5:17). Notice how, as
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Jesus taught the people, the Holy Spirit was powerfully present.
In like manner, we should expect the Holy Spirit to be present in
our teaching minigtries.

If wewill prepare ourselvesand yield ourselvesto Him, the
Holy Spirit will anoint our preaching and teaching just asHe did
the preaching and teaching ministries of Jesus and the aposties.

He Verifiesthe Word

A fourth way that the Holy Spirit will enable usin ministry
is that He will verify the word that we preach through
demonsgtrationsof supernatural power. After Pentecost therewas
a dramatic release of miracle-working power in the disciples
minigtries. Thisrelease of divine power resulted in, among other
things,

e gpeaking in tongues (2:4)

» anointed preaching (2:14ff, 4:31, 6:10, 8:25)

« powerful healings (3:1-8; 5:15; 6:7)

» dgnsand wonders (2:43, 5:12, 6:8, 8:6)

* powerful manifetations of God’ s presence (4:31)
» demonic deliverances (5:16, 6:7)

» supernatural deliverance from danger (5:19)

* vigons (6:55-56)

* Holy Spirit baptisms (2:4, 8:17).

All of thiswasin accordance with the promise of Jesus. He

had promised them that, as they went into the world to preach
the gospel, supernatural signswould follow their preaching:
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And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name
they will drive out demons; they will pick up snakes with their
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them
at al; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get
well. (Mark 16:17-18)

Even today, if we will go out and preach the gospel in the
power of the Holy Spirit, we can expect the same supernatural
results. We can expect God to confirm His Word with signs
following.?

He Enables Usto Live a Christ-like Lifestyle

A final way that the Holy Spirit enables the Chrigtian
worker in ministry is by imparting to him or her a Chrig-like
lifestyle. Donald Gee wrote, “Jesus Chrigt is the greatest
example of the principle that spiritual power is found where
supernatural giftsand spotlessholinessexist in perfect balance.”®

Jesus power to move people came not only from His
miraculous works, but also from His beautiful life. Chrigt’slife
was characterized by purity and gracious speech, aswell as by
powerful signs. Together these el ementshad apowerful effect on
those to whom He minigtered. The peoplewondered at hispurity
(Mark 7:37), they were amazed at his gracious words (Luke

2 Wewill expand on this discussion in more detail Chapter
15.

® David Womack, ed., Pentecostal Experience, The
Writings of Donald Gee, Settling the Question of Doctrine versus
Experience (Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1993),
98-99.
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4:22), and they flocked to see and experience His powerful
works (Matt. 4:23-25).

We too mugt allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives,
producing in us a Christ-like lifestyle. Like His beautiful life,
our lives must be characterized by grace and purity.

HOW TO ENSURE THE SPIRIT'SHELP IN MINISTRY

If we will properly prepare ourselves, we can be assured
that the Holy Spirit will equip and enable usin our ministries. To
do thiswe mugt do at least three things:

Be Filled with the Spirit

Aswe have mentioned in almost every chapter of thisbook,
a primary requirement for Chrigtian life and ministry in the
Spirit is the baptism in the Holy Spirit. No one should ever
attempt to miniger for Christ without this powerful enabling
experience.

Walk in the Spirit

A second thing one must do to ensure the Spirit’s
enablement in minigtry isto learn to daily walk in the Spirit.
Walking in the Spirit goes beyond one’sinitial baptism in the
Spirit. It can only be accomplished through a life of holiness,
prayer, and yieldednessto the Spirit. Walking in the Spirit also
requires periodic refillings with the Spirit.*

* For amore complete teaching on walking in the Spirit
please review Chapter 10.
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Aswe walk in the Spirit, we mugt learn to respond to the
Spirit’ s directives. Jesus ministered through the power of the
Spirit, but He al so followed the Spirit’ sguidance. The same can
be said of Peter, of Paul, and of othersin the New Testament
church. And the same must be said of ustoday, if we areto truly
minister in the Spirit’ s power.

Obedience and Faith

A final way we can ensurethe Spirit’said in our ministries
isby appropriating the Spirit’ shel p through obedience and faith.
When one hasbeen filled with the Spirit, and haslearned how to
live his life under the Spirit’s guidance, he can expect many
mi ni stry opportunitiesto come hisway. These opportunitieswill
often come unexpectedly ashe goesabout hisdaily duties. They
will include opportunitiesto witness, opportunitiesto give godly
counsel, and opportunitiesto intervene in personal crises. These
personal crises will often involve interpersonal conflicts,
sickness, or demon possession. At such times, the Holy Spirit
will direct the Spirit-filled minigter concerning how to properly
respond.

Oncethe Chrigtian worker lisensfor and hearsthe voi ce of
the Spirit, he or she mug then appropriate the Spirit’s help
through acts of obedience and faith. These two elements,
obedience and faith, are key in releasing the power of the Spirit
into a minigry situation. Let’s look briefly at each of these
elements.

1. Obedience. The Spirit of God comesto anoint usonly as
we act in obedience to the Word of God and to His inner
promptings. Let me illustrate what | mean. As we learned in
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Chapter 10, the Spirit stands ready to come and illuminate the
Scripturesand help usto understand them. However, before He
can illuminate the Scriptures to us, there mugt be an act of
obedience on our part. We mugt first obey the Word, and take
the initiative and begin reading the Scriptures (2 Tim. 2:15).

It is at this point—the point of obedience—that the Spirit
comesto anoint us. How can He hel p usto understand the Bibl e,
if we don't take the initiative, pick it up, and begin to read it?
But once we act in obedience, and begin to prayerfully read the
Word, the anointing comesto aid usin our understanding.

The same can be said about prayer. In Chapter 11 we
learned how the Spirit of God standsready to help usin prayer.
But if we never act in obedience to God and begin to pray, how
can the Spirit come and help us? If, however, we will obey and
begin to pray, the anointing will come (Rom. 8:26-27).

Now lets apply this principle to withessng. The Spirit is
prepared to anoint us and help us witness for Chrigt (Acts 1:8).
However, before He will come to usand anoint our witness, we
must first, in obedience to God’' s Word, take the initiative and
begin witnessing to someone. Whenwe do, the Spirit of God will
come to anoint, inspire, and enable us.

Many modern Chrigtians have been filled with the Spirit,
and yet they have failed to become effective witnesses for
Chrig. Why isthis? It is because they refuse to obey God, and
witness to those with whom they come into contact. They seem
to be waiting on the Spirit to coerce them into witnessing. He
will never do this. However, if we will take the initiative, He
will come to our aid, anoint us, and empower our witness for
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Chrigt. The principleisthis we must first obey, then the Spirit
will come to anoint and enable us.

2. Faith. Faithisanother essential element in appropriating
the Spirit’s help in ministry. It is, therefore, very important,
when opportunities to miniser come, that the Spirit-filled
minister know how to act in faith. As we have sated above,
when we obey the voice of the Spirit the ancinting comes.
However, once the anointing has come, it mus then be rel eased
by an act of faith. Remember this, the anointing comes as a
result of an act of obedience, but the ancinting isreleased asa
result of an act of faith.

Faith is like an electrical switch. A flip of the switch
releasesthe potential electrical power waiting in the electrical
lines. Although the power isthere, it isnot released to do its
work until the switch isflipped. In the same way, the ancinting
to preach, prophesy, or heal the sick isreleased by an act of faith
on the part of the Spirit-filled believer.

Thisishow it works: A ministry opportunity presentsitself.
The Spirit-filled believer discerns the Spirit’ s voice prompting
him to minister in the stuation. He now has a choice to make.
He can obey the Spirit’ svoice, or he can ignore it. If he obeys,
the anointing will come; if he disobeys the anointing will
subside. Once the minigter obeysthe Spirit’ svoice and beginsto
minigter, he must now begin to act and minister boldly in the
realm of faith. It will be through faith that the anointing will be
released into the life of the needy individual and the need will
be met.
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Jesushascommanded usto preach the gospel to the nations.
He hasinstructed usto minister in the same power and ancinting
in which He minigered. We can do this only through the
enablement of the Holy Spirit.
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- CHAPTER 14 -

GIFTS AND FRUIT

OF THE SPIRIT

t is often debated among believers which is the most needed
I in the Chrigtian life—the gifts of the Spirit or the fruit of the
Spirit. But it isa pointless argument. The obvious answer isthat
both are necessary. Authentic Chrigtian witness involves both
manifesting spiritual gifts and exhibiting spiritual fruit. Asthe
giftsand fruit of the Spirit appear together inthe Chrigtian’ slife,
hisor her witnessto the world becomesgreater. At the sametime
the believer’ sbenefit to the church increases. In thischapter we
will look at two related issues concerning the gifts and fruit of
the Spirit in the Chrigian’'s life. First, we will discuss how
spiritual giftsand spiritual fruit relate to one another. Then, we
will look at how they operate in the Chrigtian life.

GIFTS AND FRUIT COMPARED
AND CONTRASTED

We will begin thischapter by identifying and defining the
gifts and fruit of the Spirit. We will then compare and contrast

183



Giftsand Fruit of the Spirit

spiritual gifts and spiritual fruit as to their origins and their
proposes.

Gifts of the Spirit

In the writings of Paul there are three main ligings of
spiritual gifts: one in Romans 12, another in Ephesian 4, and
another in 1 Corinthians12. Bible scholarshave pointed out that
a close examination of the contexts of these litings of spiritual
giftsreveal sthe cooperative work of each member of the Trinity
in dispensng them, asfollows.

» Giftsof the Father (Rom. 12:6-8). In Romans12:3 Paul
gsates that “God has given” each of these gifts to
membersof the body of Christ. These giftscould thusbe
properly called “ Gifts of the Father.”

o Gifts of Christ (Eph. 4:11). Ephedans 4:7 gatesthat
these giftsare given“ asChrist apportioned.” Because of
this, they are sometimes referred to as the “Ministry
Giftsof Chrig.”

e Gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8-10). In1l
Corinthians 12:7 Pall calls this listing of gifts “the
manifedation of the Spirit.” Also, note the repeated
phrases “ by the Spirit” (vv. 3, 9), “through the Spirit”
(v. 8), and “by meansof . . . the Spirit (v. 8). These gifts
alone can be accurately called “ Gifts of the Spirit.”

In thischapter we will focus our attention on the nine gifts
of the Holy Spirit aslistedin 1 Corinthians12:8-10. Concerning
these gifts Rodman Williamsaffirms, “Let it be firmly said that
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the church cannot be fully or freely the church without the
presence and operation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. What is
depicted therefore in 1 Corinthians—and recurring in our
day—isin no sense a peripheral matter but is crucial to thelife
of the church.”*

These giftsrepresent the variouswaysin which the Spirit of
God manifests His presence in the mids of His people. Paul’s
ligt readslike this.

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the
message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by
means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to
till another the interpretation of tongues. (1 Cor. 12:7-10)

These nine gifts of the Spirit can be defined as
supernatural anointings given by the Spirit of God through
Spirit-filled believers to accomplish the will of the Father.
They are manifested in the believer according to the will of the
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:11). They come as anointings, or movings, of
the Holy Spirit upontheyielded believer. And they are rel eased
asthe believer responds and actsin faith.

These spiritual gifts are often placed into three categories
to aid in our understanding them. Those categories, along with
adefinition of each gift, are asfollows:

1 bid, p. 327.
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1. Revelation Gifts: (Given to know the mind of God).

*  Word (message) of knowedge: A Spirit-conferred
revelation of a portion of God’ s knowledge.

 Word (message) of wisdom: A Spirit-conferred
revelation of a portion of God' s wisdom.

e Distinguishing between spirits: A Spirit-conferred
revel ation of what §[g|pirit is being manifested or
motivating an action.

2. Power Gifts: (Given to do the works of God).

e Faith: A Spirit-energized surge of faith to
accomplish a God-ordained task.

» Gifts of healing: A Spirit-energized healing of
diseases and infirmities.

* Miraculous powers: A Spirit-energized release of
divine power to accomplish a special work of God.

3. Prophetic Gifts (Given to speak the words of God).

* Prophecy: A Spirit-ingpired speaking forth of a
message from God.

e Tongues: A Spirit-inspired speaking forth of a
message from God, or a prayer to God, in a
language not known to the speaker.

e Interpretation of Tongues. A Spirit-inspired
speaking forth of the meaning of a message or
prayer spoken in tongues.

It is expected that every Spirit-filled believer will be used

in the operation of spiritual giftsin accordance with the will of
the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:7, 11; 14:26). We should covet these gifts
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and anticipate being used by God to release themin ministry (1
Cor. 14:1, 39).

Fruit of the Spirit

Not only doesPaul speak of nine giftsof the Holy Spirit, he
also speaks of nine “fruit of the Spirit”: “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self control. Againg such things
thereisno law” (Gal. 5:22-23). These fruit of the Spirit can be
defined as Christ-like qualities of character that are produced
in believers lives as they live their lives under the Spirit’'s
influence. They are Chrigtian gracesthat have to do with godly
attitudes, character, and life-gstyle.

Paul contragtsthefruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) with the
worksof theflesh (5:19-21). Theoneisthe opposite of the other.
The fruit of the Spirit sporing supernaturally from alife yielded
tothe Spirit of God. The worksof the flesh arise naturally out of
alife yielded to the carnal nature.

It isimportant that we not confuse these spiritual fruit with
mere human qualities that are produced as a result of human
effort and refinement. We could call these character qualities
“natural” fruit. Natural fruit originatesin the heart of man and
is attained by natural means. Spiritual fruit, however, has its
origin in the character of Chrigt, and are attained through the
work of the Holy Spirit in the human life.

Compared and Contrasted as to Origin and Purpose
In order that we might better understand the giftsand fruit
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of the Spirit it helps to compare and contrast them as to their
origins and their purposes.

Origin. Spiritual gifts and spiritual fruit have a common
origin. Both have their origin in the Spirit of God. Neither
originate in human ability, intelligence or effort.

Purpose. Jugt asthey have a common origin, spiritual gifts
and spiritual fruit also have a common two-fold purpose. They
both serve to build up the body of Chrig and to advance the
kingdom of God inthe earth. They accomplish this, however, in
different ways The manifestation of spiritual giftshelpsto edify
the body of Chrigt through demongtrations of God’ s power and
presence in the church. In the same way they help to fulfill the
task of world evangelization.

Spiritual fruit build up the body of Christ in a different
way. Asbelieversgrow in the grace and knowledge of Chrigt (2
Pet. 3:18), Chrig’s character is reproduced in their lives. As
love, joy, peace, patience, and the other fruit of the Spirit come
into believers lives, the church grows strong. As people on the
outside see these qualitiesin the Chrigtian community, they are
attracted to Christ and the kingdom of God grows.

Compared and Contrasted asto How Each is Acquired

Although both the gifts of the Spirit and the fruit of the
Spirit have their origin in the Spirit of God, and although they
both serve to build up the body of Chrig and to advance
the kingdom of God in the earth, they are acquired by different
means. Let’ slook briefly at how each isacquired.

Gifts of the Spirit. These manifedtations of the Spirit are
given as free gifts of God’s grace. They require no effort or
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achievement on the part of the recipient. They are freely given
to Spirit-filled believersbased on no personal merit, and they are
digributed according to the sovereign will of the Holy Spirit.
Oncethe gift isgiven, the Spirit-filled believer needsonly to act
in faith in order that the gift might be released, and thus
accomplish itsintended purpose.

Fruit of the Spirit. Like spiritual gifts, spiritual fruit are
acquired by faith. Unlike spiritual gifts, however, spiritual fruit
must be cultivated and grow in the Chrigtian life. They are not
manifested in full at the moment of faith, as are spiritual gifts,
but grow gradually in the believer'slife asa result of hisdaily
submitting to the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-25) and abiding in Chrigt
(John 15:1-8).

Compared and Contrasted asto Their M eaning

What doesit tell usabout a person’ s spiritual life when he
or she isoften used in manifesting spiritual gifts? What does it
say about them when their lives are characterized by the fruit of
the Spirit?

Manifesting Spiritual Gifts. When God uses an individual
in manifesting a spiritual gift, it tells us something about God,
and it also tells us something about that person.

e About God. What does the manifestation of spiritual
giftstell usabout God? Twothings Firdt, it tellsusthat
Gaod is gracious and He wants to use and bless His
children. Further, it tells us that God loves His church
and desiresto see it built up and strengthened.
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* About the one being used. When God uses a person in
manifesting spiritual gifts, it also tells us something
about that person manifegting the gift. It tellsusthat that
person has been filled with the Spirit, and that he or she
isayielded vessel, open to the working of the Spirit of
God in hisor her own spirit.

e What it does not tell us. It isimportant to understand
what being used to minister spiritual gifts does not
indicate. It doesnot indicate that the person being used
isnecessarily spiritually mature, for God often useseven
new Chrigtians in the manifestation of spiritual gifts.
Further, being used in a spiritual gift doesnot indicate
that one is a truly spiritual person. God uses both the
spiritually mature as well as the spiritually immature.
(Wewill discussthismorein the next section.) Finally,
being used in spiritual gifts does not indicate God's
blanket approval on every aspect of that person’slife.

Exhibiting Spiritual Fruit. What does the presence of
spiritual fruit indicate about a person? Their presence in a
person’ slife indicates at least two things:

e Spiritual maturity. When the fruit of the Spirit is
evident in abeliever’slife, it indicatesthat that person
is attaining to maturity in Chris. We can define
Chrigtian maturity asthe quality of having the character
and attitudes of Chrig. Paul told the Philippian
believers, “Your attitude should be the same asthat of
Chrig Jesus’ (Phil. 2:5). The nine fruit of the Spirit
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lised in Galatians 5:22-23 ae a perfect
description of the attitudes of Christ. When these
attitudes are present in a believer, we can say that he or
she isa mature Chrigtian.

e True spirituality. The presence of spiritual fruit in a
believerslife alsoindicatestrue spirituality. The person
who has these qualities can truly be described as a
spiritual person.

In Galatians6:1 Paul addressed hiscommentsto “you who
are spiritual.” Who are these spiritual people to whom was Paul
speaking? Theanswer isfound in the preceding verses, Gal atians
5:22-26. The person who is truly spiritual is the one who has
“crucified the snful nature with itspassionsand desires’ (v. 24),
iswalking “in stepwiththe Spirit” (v. 25), and isdisplaying the
fruit of the Spirit in hisor her life (vv. 22-23).

MANIFESTING GIFTS AND
CULTIVATING FRUIT

Let’s now discuss how spiritual gifts are manifested and
how spiritual fruit is cultivated in the Chrigian life. Firg, we
will discuss why both are needed.

Why Both Are Needed
Both spiritual gifts and spiritual fruit are needed for two
reasons.
1. A total witness of the gospel. Both are needed in
order that the church might present atotal witness of the gospel
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to the outsde world. Paul described how he went about
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. He said, “| have preached
the full Gospel of Chrigt all the way from Jerusalem clear over
to lllyricum” (Rom. 15:19, TLB). But, how did he present this
“full Gospel”? He told usin the same verse: | have won them
by my message and by the good way | have lived before them,
and by the miracles done through me as signsfrom God—all by
the Holy Spirit’ s power” (v. 19, TLB).

We who call ourselves full-gospel Chrigtians need to pay
particular attention to these words of Paul. He istelling us how
to preach the “ full gospel of Chrigt.” Accordingto verse 19, for
Paul it involved three things:

e The message of Jesus Christ: “1 have won them by
message . . .” (compare with Rom. 1:14-17).

« The display of spiritual fruit: “ . . . and by the good
way | have lived before them . . .”
* The manifestation of spiritual gifts: “. . . and by the

miraclesdone through me assignsfrom God—all by the
Holy Spirit’ s power.”

As we go into the world to preach the gospel, we must be
conscientious about giving a total witness of the gospel of Jesus
Chrigt. Thiswitnessmugt i nclude both amanifestation of spiritual
giftsand adisplay of the spiritual fruit. Only thenwill our hearers
be able to understand the true nature of the Chrigtian faith.

2. The full image of Christ. A second reason why both
spiritual giftsand spiritual fruit are needed isthat believers must
have both in their livesif they are to project the full image of
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Chrigt. People were attracted to Jesusfor three reasons: because
of Hisgraciouswords, because of Hismighty works, and because
of Hisbeautiful life. Letslook briefly at each of these reasons:

Hisgraciouswords. Jesustegtified, “ The wordsthat | have
spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). His
would-be captors said of Him, “ No one ever spoke the way this
man does’ (7:46). As aresult, the multitudes gathered to hear
what He had to say. Luke saysthat “all spoke well of him and
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips’
(Luke 4:22).

If we are going to present thefull image of Christ toadying
world, we mugt do as Jesus did and preach the gospel under a
sweet anointing of the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:18-19). Asareault,
gracious words will come from our lips as they did from His
(4:22).

His mighty works. People were also attracted to Chrigt
because of Hismighty works. Matthew tells of Jesus performing
many outstanding miracles. As a result “large crowds from
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across
the Jordan followed him” (4:25). On another day Jesushealed a
man of leprosy. Because of thisman’ stesimony, “ Jesuscould no
longer enter a town openly but stayed outsde in lonely places.
Y et the people gill cameto him from everywhere” (Mark 1:45).

When we praoclaim the gospel, we must present the full
image of Chrig to the people. We are not presenting the full
image of Chrig unless there is a demongtration of His power.
When people see the power of God demongrated through the
operation of spiritual gifts, they will be attracted to Jesusand His
life-changing message.
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His beautiful life. People were also attracted to Chrigt
because of Hisbeautiful life. Pilate’ stestimony concerningJesus
was, “I find no fault in Him at all” (John 18:38, NKJV). The
people of Decapolis declared, “He has done everything well
(Mark 7:37).

Paul’ sligting of the nine fruit of the Spirit aptly describe
the character of Jesus life. Hislife was filled with love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fai thful ness, gentl enessand
self-control. These were His guiding principles. As a reult,
people were attracted to Him. Knowing that they would find an
open heart and opened arms, the outcad's of society came unto
Him. Beggars, lepers, publicansand sinnerscame. Evenchildren
were attracted to Him because of His beautiful life. If weareto
present the full image of Jesusto those who need Him, our lives
must the be imitations of Hisbeautiful life. We must display the
fruit of the Spirit in our lives and testimonies.

People will be attracted tous, and to Jesusin us, if our lives
are examples of both His mighty works and His beautiful life.
This can happen if we a manifesting both spiritual gifts and
spiritual fruit.

Releasing Spiritual Gifts

Since gpiritual gifts are so important in the life of the
church and of Chrigtians, the question naturally arises, What
must one do to see spiritual giftsin operation in hisor her life?

A thoughtful examination of the operation of spiritual gifts
in the New Tegtament reveals that they are not received but
released inthelife of the Spirit-filled believer. The Bible speaks
much about receiving the Holy Spirit (John 4:39; 14:17; 20:22;
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Acts2:38; 8:15; 8:19; 2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 3:14), but nowhere does
it speak of receiving spiritual gifts. This is because, once a
person has been baptized in the Holy Spirit, there is no longer
any need to receive any spiritual gift. Since the giftsreside in
the Spirit, and the Spirit resdesinthe Spirit-filled believer, itis
logical to assumethat all of the giftsreside in every Spirit-filled
believer. They are released by the Spirit according to His
sovereign will (1 Cor. 12:11) and the believer's eager desire
(1 Cor.12:31; 14:1, 39). They aredmply manifestationsof the
Spirit of God who indwells and has empowered the Spirit-filled
believer (1 Cor. 12:7).

When Paul speaks of spiritual gifts being “given” in 1
Corinthians 12-14, he does not mean that they are given out as
personal possessions. They are rather given for the moment (i.e.,
“the manifedtation of the Spirit is given” 12:7), and they are
given in the context of a particular gathering of the church
(11:17-18, 20, 33-34; 14:23, 26). Therefore, the phrase “to one
isgiven” (12:7-8) isreferringto aparticular manifestation which
occursin aparticul ar gathering of God’ speople. In that context,
Paul says that not everyone will manifest a particular spiritual
gift (12:30). But this does not mean that in the next gathering
that any yielded, Spirit-filled believer cannot manifest any
spiritual gift asthe Spirit wills.

Neither does the Bible ever speak of discovering one's
spiritual gift. One can hardly imagine the apostles sitting in a
circle filling out personal profile chartsin hopesof discovering
their spiritual gifts. You may then ask, “Which gift do | have?’
The answer is, if you are full of the Holy Spirit, you have all of
the gifts. And if you will walk in the Spirit, the Spirit will use
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you in any way that He sees fit, releasing in you any gift that
may be needed.

The quedtion, then, isnot, “How can | receive my spiritual
gift?" or “How can | discover my spiritual gift?’ The question
that must be answered is“How can | live in such away that the
Spirit can manifest the spiritual gifts in my life as they are
needed?’

Spiritual gifts are manifested as the result of the our
responding in faith to an anointing of the Holy Spirit. When the
Holy Spirit wants to manifest Himself in a particular spiritual
gift, He will come as an anointing on a yielded believer. Once
thisanointing issensed, it isthen the duty of that believer to act
in faith to release the spiritual gift. The act of faith could be to
say or do a particular thing. Thiscould be ahumanly impossible
act. Nevertheless, the believer must step out in faith. Once he
takes such a step of faith, the anointing isreleased, the spiritual
gift is manifested, and the work is accomplished.

Cultivating Spiritual Fruit

Spiritua fruit canonly be cultivated by spiritual means. As
we have already mentioned, it isimportant to realize that these
fruit are not attained by natural means such as self-effort,
positive thinking, or psychological “self-talk." Spiritual fruit
must beginwith spiritual experience. Asoneisborn of the Spirit
and filled with the Spirit, the seeds of spiritual fruit are planted
in hisor her life. The soil must then be cultivated in order for
these seeds to grow and produce a harves of spiritual fruit.
These spiritual fruit can be cultivated in at least three ways:
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1. By walking in the Spirit. Aswe walk in the Spirit, and
live our lives under the Spirit’s leadership and control (Gal.
5:16-18), spiritual fruit are produced and maturein our lives(vv.
22-23). Walking in the Spirit includes the following Chrigtian
disciplines.

» Crucifying the flesh with its passons and desires (Gal.
5:24).

» Setting onesmind onwhat the Spirit desres(Rom. 8:5).

« Being controlled by the Spirit (Rom. 8: 8).

» Putting to death the works of the flesh (Rom. 8:13).

» Being led by the Spirit (Rom.. 8:14).?

2. By abiding in Christ. A second way that one can
cultivate spiritual fruit in hisor her lifeisby abiding in Chrig.
Jesus taught that aswe abide, or remain, in Him, spiritual fruit
isproduced in our lives (John 15:1-8). He described Himself as
themain sem of the vine, and usasthe branches. If a branchis
severed from the vine, it will die, but if it abidesin the vine, it
will live and produce fruit. The same istrue of us. If we remain
in Chrigt, we will produce fruit. If we detach ourselves, we will
die.

3. By attending to the means of grace. By means of grace
we are gpeaking of those Chrigtian practices which cause usto
mature and grow in grace. They include the foll owing:

2 For amore complete discussion on walking in the Spirit,
see Chapter 7 of this book.

197



Giftsand Fruit of the Spirit

e Prayer and worship. We should spend much time in
private aswell as corporate prayer and worship. These
spiritual disciplines provide the proper spiritual climate
for the growth of spiritual fruit in our lives.

* Fellowship with other Christians. The wise man said,
“Asiron sharpensiron, so one man sharpens another”
(Pr.27:17). Asbrothersand sgtersin Christ spend time
together, they sharpen one another through godly
exampleand council. They encourage one another inthe
Chrigian life. Asaresult, spiritual fruit isfogtered and
cultivated in their lives.

» Bible reading and meditation. As the believer reads
and meditates on Scripture, hislife istransformed and
srengthened.

Both spiritual giftsand spiritual fruit arenecessary qualities
of the Chrigianlife. If we as Christ’ sbody areto fully represent
Him to the world, we must possess both in abundance. As
unbelieverssee spiritual giftsin operationinthe church, they are
brought face to face with Chrigt’ s awesome power. Asthey see
the fruit manifesed in Chridians, they are made to see His
beautiful character. If theworld isever totruly see Chrisgtin His
church, we mugt earnestly covet both spiritual giftsand spiritual
fruit in our livesand minigries.
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- CHAPTER 15 -

MINISTERING IN

SPIRITUAL POWER

entral to the worldview of the traditional African is the
C:oncept of power. It isthe witch doctor’ sstock intrade. To
the African, the word “ medicine” trand ates* power.” Medicine
isthe potion or charm that givesaman power over hisadversary,
or lover, or Sckness, or younameit. Therefore, when ministering
in the African context, the preacher who does not evidence
spiritual power in hisminigtry haslittle impact on hisaudience.
Thisiswhy it is 50 essential that anyone going to Africa to
minigter go in the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit.

The wegtern church is fast learning that what is true for
Africaisalsotruein the West. Postmodern man islooking for a
religion of more than wordsand abstract concepts. Heislooking
for areligion that will addressthe pressing needsof hislife, and
that has the power to meet those needs. Sure, heisinteresed in
issues of eternity, but his primary concern isthe here and now.
That iswhy any minister who expectstotruly impact posmodern
America must also be empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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In this chapter we will discusshow the Holy Spirit helpsus
to minigter with spiritual power. We will begin our discuss on of
power minigry with an extended definition. We will then talk
about why power minigtry is needed in the world today. And
finally, we will offer some suggestions as to how one may
actually do power ministry.*

POWER MINISTRY DEFINED

Let's begin our discusson of power minisry with a
definition. Power minigtry can be defined in three ways:

Ministry with a Powerful Plus

Power ministry isministry with a powerful plus. By thiswe
mean that it is a ministry with the added power of the Holy
Spirit. Such a ministry has a tremendous advantage over a
conventional ministry. When the power of the gospel (Rom.
1:15-16) is combined with the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts
1:8), there is created a tremendous force for advancing the
kingdom of God.

Jesus Himself ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 10:38). Mighty miracles and healings accompanied His
teaching and preaching (Matt. 8:16, Luke 6:17-19). Asareault,
He preached and taught with great persuasive power (Luke 4:21;

! Many of the concepts presented in this chapter are
taken from the author’s book Power Ministry: How to Minister
in the Spirit’s Power, published by Africa’ s Hope, Springfield,
MO, USA.
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John 6:33, 7:46), and great crowds came to experience His
minigry (Mark 1:45). The combination of these two factors, the
power of the gospel and the power of the Holy Spirit, had a
profound effect on those who heard and saw Him.

The early church also ministered with the powerful plus of
the Spirit’ spower (Acts4:33). Thisresulted in amighty advance
of the gospel, asrecorded in the book of Acts. An oft-used term
in the New Tegtament describing ministry in the supernatural is
“dgnsand wonders’ (Acts2:29, 22, 43; 4:30; 5:12; 7:36; Rom.
15:19; 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:4).

The good newsisthat we, too, can have this powerful plus
in our minigriestoday. Jesus promised this added power when
Hesaid, “ Y ouwill receive power when the Holy Spirit comeson
you” (Acts 1:8). Like those fird disciples, we, too, must wait
until we have been “clothed with power from on high” (Luke
24:49).

Two concepts central to our understanding of power
minigtry are “ power encounter” and “ truth encounter.” A power
encounter takes place when the power of God and the power of
Satan come into direct conflict with one another. Anytime a
demonic spirit must be overcome before the kingdom of God can
advance calls for a power encounter (Matt. 12:28-29; Luke
11:20-22). This demonic presence could be ruling over an
individual, asociety, or ageographical area. Whatever the case,
it must be challenged and defeated.

Elijah’ s challenging and defeating the prophets of Baal is
aclassc exampleof an Old Testament power encounter (1 Kings
18:19-40). Paul’s challenging and defeating Elymas on the
idand of Cyprusisa New Testament example (Acts 13:6-12).
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When the gospel isproclaimed in a place whereitstruthis
being denied or opposed, a truth encounter occurs. Truth
encounter goes hand in hand with power encounter. Power
encounters challenge demonic spirits that are controlling
individuals or areas where the gospel is advancing. Truth
encounters challenge the false teachings that are holding a
people in bondage. Truth encounter should always accompany
power encounter. Once there hasbeen ademonstration of God’ s
power, there must always be a proclamation of Chrigt’ s gospel.

The combining of power encounter and truth encounter
resultsin what John Wimber hascalled power evangelism.? The
minigriesof Jesusand the New Tesament preachersarereplete
with examples of power evangelism. Jesus ministry was often
characterized by a combination of both proclamation and
demondration (Luke 24:19; Acts1:1). A reading of the book of
Actsrevealsthat same was true of the early church.

Ministry with a Biblical Precedent

Not only can power ministry be described asministry with
a powerful plus it can aso be described as ministry with a
biblical precedent. The patternfor such ministry was set by Jesus
Himself. Peter summarized Jesus ministry in Acts10:38: “How
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power,
and how he went around doing good and healing all who were
under the power of the devil, because God waswith him.”

Not only did Jesus Himself minigter in the power of the

2 John Wimber, Power Evangelism, (San Francisco,
CA: Harper and Row Publishers, 1986).
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Spirit, He appointed and taught His disciples to do the same
(Mark 3:13-19; Luke 9:1-2; 10:1-2, 9). He promised them the
same power He had (Acts1:8), and, asareault of their receiving
that power, they could expect the same results that He had had
in Hisown ministry (John 14:12).

The church wasfirgt empowered by the Spirit onthe Day of
Pentecogt (Acts2:1-4). Asaresult of thisdivine empowering, it
went out and ministered in great power and with great results
(Acts 2:41, 43, 47). Jesus set the pattern and the aposties and
New Testament believersfollowed.

We, like those early disciples, must follow the pattern set
by Jesus. We, too, mus be filled with the Spirit. Further, we
should expect to see God’ s power at work in our own ministries,
healing the sick and delivering people from demonic bondage.

Ministry with a Mighty Potential

A third thing that we can say about power ministry isthat
it isministry with amighty potential. It hasgreat potential in at
leadt three areas of ministry:

1. Potential for bringing great blessing to the church. As
the power of God is demonstrated in the congregation, the
churchisedified and built up (1 Cor. 14:24-26). Great blessings
come as people are healed and set free from old habits and
bondages. As the Word of God is preached with power,
Chrigians are brought closer to God, and sinners are converted.
Asgspiritual giftsare manifested in a spirit of love and humility,
Jesusisexalted, God isglorified, and the church is blessed.

2. Potential for church planting and growth. Around the
world missionary church planters cantegtify that few thingsopen
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the hearts of a people to the gospel like a demonstration of
God’ s compass onate power. When they see one of their own
healed or set free, the people open their hearts wide to the
message of Chrig.

In Africa, in areas where a chief or ruling authority has
resisted the planting of a new church, we have seen their minds
changed as they witnessed a demonsdtration of God’s healing
power. Such a demonstration sets the stage for an effective
presentation of the gospel . Once peopl e have seen God' s power,
they are ready to listen to God’ s message.

3. Potential for evangelizing resistant people groups. A
resistant people group is a tribe or clan of people who are very
difficult to reach withthe gospel. Today millions of these people
live in an area of the world called the “ 10-40 Window.” When
missiologigts talk about the 10-40 Window, they are talking
about that part of the world that islocated between the 10" and
40" parallels on a map of the world, extending from North
Africainthe wes to the eagtern tip of Asa. The 10-40 Window
contains most of the unreached peoplesin the world.

Jesus has commissioned us to take the gospel to every one
of these people (Mark 16:15, cf. Matt. 24:14). Inthese last days
of time, the church iswaking up to the fact that Jesus original
plan for reaching the world was, after al, the best. We can
reach them only in the power of the Holy Spirit with signs
following (Mark 16:15-16; Acts1:8).
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THE NEED FOR SPIRITUAL
POWER IN MINISTRY

There are many reasonswhy the churchistobeinvolvedin
power minigtry today. Let’ stalk about three:

Because of the Needs Around Us

We need the Spirit’s power manifested in our ministries
because of the many needs of the people around us. Jesusis our
example in minigry. It was after Jesus saw the great needs of
those around Him that He sent His disciples out to do power
minigtry. M atthew notesthat, when Jesus saw the peopl €' sneeds,
“he had compasson on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9: 36). But what
did He do about it?

Thetext saysHedid threethings First, Hecommanded His
disciplesto pray to the Lord of the harvest “to send out workers
into hisharves field” (v. 38). Next, He called the Twelve “and
gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every
disease and sickness’ (Matt. 10:1). Finally, He then sent them
out to preach the kingdom of heaven and to“ heal the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons’
(vv. 7-8). Great human need called for power ministry.

Aswe look around us, we, too, see hurting people. These
people include those possessed by evil spirits, AIDS victims,
broken homes, and broken lives. Only the power of the Holy
Spirit can break the chainsthat bind them and set them free. We,
as God’ s people, must be His agents of hope and deliverance.
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We, like Jesus, must minister to them inthe power and ancinting
of the Holy Spirit with signs following.

Because of the Enemy Opposing Us

Anocther reason we need spiritual power in ministry is
because we are opposed by a powerful enemy—Satan and his
demonic hordes. Thankfully, Jesus has given to us power over
“all the power of the enemy” (Luke 10:19). That power isthe
power of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:28).

Only aministry anointed by the power of the Spirit can ever
hope to defeat Satan. How foolish we would be to try to defeat
him in our own power. We receive God’'s power by being
baptized in the Holy Spirit, as were the early Chrigtians. Then,
aswe walk in the Spirit, we can appropriate His power through
faith, and we can defeat the enemy through the release of
spiritual giftsaccordingtothewill of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8-10).

Because of the Challenge Facing Us

A third reason we need spiritual power in minigry is
because of the enormous challenge facing us, the challenge of
reaching the nations with the gospel before the soon coming of
Chrigt (Matt. 24:14). How will we ever be able to accomplish
such an awesome task? Only through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Jesushaspromised usall the power we need to get the job
done (Acts 1:8).
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HOW TO MINISTER IN POWER

The quesgtion now arises, “What must we do to be able to
minister in the power and the anointing of the Holy Spirit?’
There are at |east three thingswe must doif we are to have such
aminigry:

Acknowledge Our Need

Firgt, we must acknowledge our need for God’ s power in
our ministries. We mugt realize that, in ourselves, we are not
adequate for thejob. The needs around usare greater than all of
our combined resources, and the power of Satan is greater than
all of our combined power.

Paul must have been thinking on such thingswhen he asked
the quetion, “Who is equal to such atask?’ (2 Cor. 2:16). He
answered his own question:

Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for
ourselves, but our competence comesfrom God. He has made us
competent as ministers of anew covenant—not of the letter but
of the Spirit; for the letter kills but the Spirit giveslife. (2 Cor.
3:4-6)

Paul knew that, in himsalf, he was not able to do the work
that God had given him. And yet, he also knew that he had been
filled with the Spirit, and therefore, he was competent in God.

Itisonly aswe realize our weakness, and humbly admit our
need, that we are prepared to rely on Hisstrength. Thefirst step
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to ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit is the realization
and acknowledgment of our need.

Appropriate the Spirit’s Help

Next, if we are to have a power minigtry, we mus learn to
appropriate the Spirit’ shelp. We do thisby being filled with the
Spirit. Thiswasthe pattern set by Jesus (Luke 4:18-19), and it
isHisclear plan for ustoday (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:8).

Further, we must also learn to appropriate the Spirit’s aid
by walking in humble submissionto, and in constant communion
with, Him. We must covet the Spirit’ sgifts (1 Cor. 12:31, 14:1)
and be ready to respond to Hisdirectionsand inner promptings.
Only then will we be able to minister in spiritual power.

Act in Faith and Boldness

Finally, if we are to have an effective power ministry, we
must learn to act in faith and boldness. As we discussed in the
lagt chapter, the anointing of the Holy Spirit is appropriated
through obedience and released through faith. Only those who
are ready to act in bold faith will ever see sgns and wonders
accomplished in their minigtries.

The needs around us are many. People are suffering and
crying out for help. The task of world evangelization is great.
How can we meet these challenges? We will successfully meet

208



Ministering in Spiritual Power

them only in the power and ancinting of the Holy Spirit. We
must boldly preach Chrig and expect supernatural sgns to
follow our ministries.
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